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W e lcom e  to anoth e r is sue  of .

Th is  m onth , w e  h ave  anoth e r ne w  fe ature : e ach  m onth , w e  w e ll be  
printing an inte rvie w  w ith  a 'MOTU'. Th e s e  are  th e  m e n and w om e n 
k now n as th e  'Maste rs  of th e  Unive rs e '. Sadly, it h as  noth ing to do 
w ith  e m barass ing 80's  cartoons, but th e s e  good folk s k e e p our 
re pos itorie s  up to scratch  and de s e rve  to ste p out of th e  s h adow s .

Just afte r th e ir re le as e , I m anage d to s e cure  one  of th os e  e lus ive  
be asts k now n as th e  ASUS EEE PC. Suffice  to say, it is  an am azing 
pie ce  of k it for th e  price , and you can re ad m y re vie w  of th e  EEE 
running Xubuntu on page  15.

 O ne  of th e  th ings th at alw ays puts pe ople  off Linux is  com piling 
source  code . Th is  m onth  (page  8) w e  s h ow  you h ow  e asy it actually is . 
I pe rsonally avoide d it lik e  th e  plague  until I re ce ntly h ad no oth e r 
option but to com pile  from  source . O nce  you've  re ad th is  m onth 's  
prim e r on com piling source , I'll s h ow  you, ne xt m onth , h ow  I us e d th is  
te ch niq ue  to ge t m y 6th  Ge ne ration iPod Class ic w ork ing pe rfe ctly 
w ith  Am arok .

Editor, Full Circle  Magazine
ronnie @ fullcircle m agazine .org

EEDD IITTOO RRIIAALL

Th is  m agazine  w as cre ate d us ing :

Ubuntu is  a com ple te  ope rating 
syste m  th at is  pe rfe ct for laptops, 
de s k tops and s e rve rs . W h e th e r at 
h om e , sch ool or at w ork  Ubuntu 
contains all th e  applications you'll 
e ve r ne e d including w ord 
proce s s ing, e m ail application and 
w e b brow s e r.

 You do not pay any 
lice ns ing fe e s . You can dow nload, 
us e  and s h are  Ubuntu w ith  your 
frie nds , fam ily, sch ool or bus ine s s  
for absolute ly noth ing.
O nce  installe d, your syste m  is  re ady-
to-us e  w ith  a full se t of productivity, 
inte rne t, draw ing and graph ics  
applications , and gam e s .

mailto:ronnie@fullcirclemagazine.org
http://www.scribus.net
http://www.gimp.org
http://www.openoffice.org
http://creativecommons.org/
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/7e8944
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NNEEWW SS Fe e l fre e  to e m ail ne w s storie s  
to: ne w s@ fullcircle m agazine .org
Ple ase  include  a source  URL. De tails Em e rge  on Ubuntu M obile

Canonical, th e  com pany be h ind Ubuntu, 
form ally adde d Ubuntu Mobile  to its  
product page  and m ore  fully de scribe d 
its  capabilitie s .
To accom m odate  for touch  scre e ns , 
Canonical re toole d th e  Ubuntu inte rface  
to w ork  w ith  taps and ge sture s . O ne  
pre s s  on a button launch e s  an 
application or m e nu, w h ile  sw iping a 
finge r on a W e b page  pans it, and 
sw iping a vide o, ph oto, song or 
th um bnail page  acts as “ forw ard”  
button.

 h ttp://ne w s .digitaltre nds .com

h ttp://w w w.ubuntu.com /products/m obile

M icrosoft H its  Ne w  Low
Upon vis iting th e  URL - 
h ttp://m sdn.m icrosoft.com /e ve nts/h e ro/ 
th e  vie w e r is  gre e te d w ith  a som e w h at 
badly draw n Le go-type  sce ne :

Click ing on 
one  of th e  
Le go 
ch aracte rs  
Source  Fource  
ch aracte rs  
give s  you 
m ore  on th e ir 
back ground:

 

I th ink  it m ay be  tim e  for Microsoft to start 
ignoring th e ir m ark e ting te am ...

mailto:news@fullcirclemagazine.org
http://news.digitaltrends.com
http://www.ubuntu.com/products/mobile
http://msdn.microsoft.com/events/hero/
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NNEEWW SS

 h as  a sm all 
te am  of de ve lope rs  w h o are  
w ork ing on an ope n source  
application w h ich  w ill h e lp th os e , 
lik e  us , w h o cre ate  publications . 
W e  are  alw ays look ing for m ore  
de ve lope rs . If you w ould lik e  to 
h e lp, ple as e  vis it:
h ttp://de v.fullcircle m agazine .org

H ardy Alph a 5 Re le as e d
Anoth e r H ardy H e ron pre -re le as e  is  
available  for te sting. Alph a 5 is  th e  
fifth  in a s e rie s  of s ix m ile stone  CD 
im age s  th at w ill be  re le as e d 
th rough out th e  H ardy de ve lopm e nt 
cycle . Alph a 5 include s  s e ve ral ne w  
fe ature s  th at are  re ady for large -
scale  te sting.  Ple as e  re fe r to: 
h ttp://w w w.ubuntu.com /te sting/h ardy/
alph a5
for inform ation on ch ange s  in Ubuntu 
and: 
h ttps ://w ik i.k ubuntu.org/H ardyH e ron/
Alph a5/Kubuntu
for ch ange s  in Kubuntu. Pre -re le as e s  
of H ardy are  *not* e ncourage d for 
anyone  ne e ding a stable  syste m  or 
anyone  w h o is  not com fortable  
running into occas ional, e ve n 
fre q ue nt bre ak age .

 
h ttps ://w ik i.ubuntu.com /UbuntuW e e k l
yNe w sle tte r

Th e re  is  a ne w  installation option for 
W indow s us e rs . W ubi allow s us e rs  to 

install and uninstall Ubuntu lik e  any oth e r 
W indow s application. It doe s  not re q uire  a 
de dicate d partition, nor doe s  it affe ct th e  
e xisting bootloade r, ye t us e rs  can 
e xpe rie nce  a dual-boot s e tup alm ost 
ide ntical to a full installation. W ubi w ork s  
w ith  a ph ys ical CD or in stand-alone  m ode , 
by dow nloading an appropriate  ISO  to install 
from . It can be  found on th e  root of th e  CD 
as W ubi.e xe . A full installation w ith in a 
de dicate d partition is  still re com m e nde d, 
but W ubi is  a gre at w ay to try Ubuntu for a 
fe w  days and w e e k s  be fore  com m itting 
de dicate d dis k  re source s . 

 
h ttp://w w w.ubuntu.com /te sting/h ardy/alph a5

De ll adds ne w  note book  to 
Ubuntu line up

Usually, th e  
North  
Am e rican 
com pute r 
giants 
introduce  
th e ir late st 

and gre ate st products to th e  U.S. 
m ark e t first, w ith  Europe  an 
afte rth ough t. Not th is  tim e . D e ll is  
bringing its  late st Ubuntu-pow e re d 
laptop, th e  Inspiron 1525, to th e  
Europe ans first. Am e ricans w ill ne e d to 
w ait until late r in Fe bruary for D e ll's 
ne w e st Ubuntu Linux com pute r.

 h ttp://w w w.de s k toplinux.com

http://dev.fullcirclemagazine.org
http://www.desktoplinux.com
http://www.ubuntu.com/testing/hardy/alpha5
https://wiki.ubuntu.com/UbuntuWeeklyNewsletter
https://wiki.kubuntu.org/HardyHeron/Alpha5/Kubuntu
http://www.ubuntu.com/testing/hardy/alpha5


6 

FFLLAAVVOO RR  OO FF  TTHH EE  MM OO NNTTHH
W ritte n by Robe rt Clips h am

Th is  m onth  w e  s h ow  you h ow  to install Linux Mint, an Ubuntu de rivative  th at's  de s igne d to be  e le gant, up-to-date  and provide  a 
com fortable  de s k top e nvironm e nt for th e  us e r.

W h e n you ins e rt th e  Linux 
Mint dis k , you are  
pre s e nte d w ith  th e  Linux 

Mint boot m e nu. Se le ct 'Start 
Linux Mint', th e n w atch  th e  
be autiful splas h  scre e n (be low ).

O nce  Mint h as  loade d, you can 
play around w ith  it, or you can go 
dire ctly to th e  installe r. Click  th e  
'Install' icon on th e  de s k top to 
install Mint. Follow  th e  on scre e n 
instructions to install it in th e  

usual w ay, 
s e le cting your 
language  and 
tim e  zone , 
follow e d by 
your ch os e n 
k e yboard 
layout.

Th e  ne xt ste p allow s you to 
re partition your h ard drive . Be  
care ful w h e n s e le cting h ow  to 
partition. As long as you s e le ct th e  
re le vant option, you s h ould be  fine . 
Follow ing partitioning, you ne e d to 
s e le ct a re al nam e , a us e r nam e , a 
passw ord and 
a h ostnam e  
(righ t). Click  
Forw ard and 
m ove  onto 
th e  ne xt ste p.

Th e  final 

ste p is  just a sum m ary of th e  
options you h ave  ch os e n in th e  
pre vious ste ps . Click  finis h , and 
w atch  it install.

W h e n th e  
installe r is  
com ple te , 
click  re start, and w h e n 
prom pte d, re m ove  th e  dis k .

Upon re start, log in to your 
ne w  Mint de s k top. You w ill be  
prom pte d to ch oos e  a couple  
m ore  options , such  as  a root 
passw ord and w h e th e r to us e  
th e  program  'fortune ' w h e n you 
ope n a te rm inal.
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A padlock  w ill be  displaye d in 
th e  bottom  righ t of your scre e n, 
w h ich  you can click  to install 
update s . Th e  Mint update r (be low ) 
is  inte re sting, be caus e  it us e s  a 
num be ring syste m  to s h ow  th e  
priority/trustw orth ine s s  of 
update s .

O ne  is  h igh  priority, and h as  be e n 
te ste d th orough ly, tw o h as  be e n 
te ste d sligh tly le ss  and so on. You 
can ge t a full sum m ary by click ing 
th e  'Pre fe re nce s  button' (or s e e  th e  
picture  be low ). You can ch ange  th e  
le ve l of update s  your com pute r 
ch e ck s  for, to allow  you to h ave  a 
supe r stable  syste m  or h ave  ble e ding 
e dge  pack age s .

O th e r th ings to try out w ith  
Mint include  its  e xce lle nt m e nu 
syste m , w h ich  allow s you to 
s e arch  ite m s  and filte r th e m  by 
cate gory – spe e ding up th e  tim e  
it tak e s  to find an application; 
and its  w e b bas e d pack age  
m anage m e nt syste m , allow ing 
you to brow s e  pack age s  online . 
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HH OO WW -- TTOO
W ritte n by Lojjik  Braugh le r

Ubuntu h as  a ve ry large  re pos itory of pack age s . Som e tim e s  h ow e ve r, a pack age  m ay be  unavailable  or you m igh t ne e d to com pile  from  
source . A fe w  s im ple  com m ands to do th is  are  ne e de d. To com pile  from  source , us e  th e  follow ing ste ps :

CCOO MM PPIILLEE  FFRROO MM   SSOO UURRCCEE

To build pack age s , you w ill 
ne e d th e  pack age  build-
e s s e ntial. Th is  can e as ily be  

done  w ith :

sudo apt-get install build-
essential checkinstall

O r, if you don't lik e  apt-ge t, 
install  and 

 w ith  a pack age  
m anage r of your ch oice .

Now , you w ill ne e d to unpack  
th e  arch ive  w h e re  th e  source  is  
locate d. To do th is  for a tar.gz file :

tar -xvzf example.tar.gz

W h e re   is  th e  
nam e  of th e  file . If inste ad you 
h ave  a zippe d (.zip) arch ive , do 
th e  follow ing:

unzip file.zip

Th e  folde r you are  curre ntly in 
w ith in th e  te rm inal is  w h e re  it w ill 
unpack  th e  arch ive . Now  th at you 
h ave  th e  arch ive  unpack e d, cd to its  
m ain dire ctory us ing:

 cd /pathhere

And type  th e  follow ing:

./configure

Afte rw ards , type :

make

Finally, type :

sudo make install

If you w is h  to com pile  a D e bian 
(.de b) file , type :

sudo checkinstall

Th e n it s h ould give  you a h andy 

w izard to install th e  source  
s im ilar to w h at is  s h ow n above .

You h ave  now  com pile d and 
installe d th e  source . If you h ave  
any proble m s , you can alw ays 
as k  for h e lp in UbuntuForum s .org 
or on th e  Ubuntu IRC ch anne l.

http://www.UbuntuForums.org
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HH OO WW -- TTOO
W ritte n by Niam h  McCullagh , age d 8 IINNSSTTAALLLL  AANNDD   UUSSEE  TTUUXXPPAAIINNTT

Start 'Synaptic Pack age  
Manage r' by ch oos ing Syste m  >  
Adm inistration >  Synaptic 
Pack age  Manage r. You h ave  to 
type  in your passw ord to install 
softw are .

Click  th e  'Se arch ' button and 
s e arch  for 'tux paint'. Th e  s e arch  
re sults com e  up and th e y s h ould 
s h ow  'tuxpaint'. To install you 
s h ould double -click  on th e  w ord 
'tuxpaint'.

Click  th e  'Apply' button to finis h  
installing Tux Paint.

Afte r installation, you can start 
Tux Paint by click ing on 

Applications >  Education >  Tux Paint.

Th e  w h ite  bit in th e  ce nte r is  th e  
page  w h e re  you paint. A bit lik e  
pape r or canvas. Th e  buttons on th e  
le ft h and s ide  (such  as : paint, stam p, 
line s) are  your tools for painting on 
th e  pape r. Th e s e  tools are  lik e  your 
pe ncil or paintbrus h  in re al life . Th e  
buttons on th e  righ t h and s ide  are  
th e  options or s e ttings for th e  tool 
you click e d on in th e  Tools Pane l.

For e xam ple , if you click  on th e  

'Stam p' button in th e  Tools Pane l 
you w ill s e e  th e  stam ps available  
to you on th e  righ t-s ide  pane l.

At th e  bottom  of th e  w indow  
th e re  are  color buttons . Th is  
Color Pane l is  lik e  your paint 
pots in re al life . Unde rne ath  
th e s e  colors is  a h e lpful Tux w h o 
give s  you tips  about us ing e ach  
tool.

You us e  th e  'Ne w ' button on 
th e  toolbox to cre ate  a ne w  
page . Th e  O pe n button ope ns 
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th e  art galle ry w h e re  picture s  
pre viously save d are  store d. Th e  
Save  button save s  a copy of th e  
curre nt picture .

: Picture s  save d in 
TuxPaint are  save d to your h om e  
folde r, in a h idde n folde r nam e d 
'.tuxpaint'. In orde r to s e e  th is  
h idde n folde r, you w ill ne e d to 
ch oos e  Vie w  >  Sh ow  H idde n File s 
in your File  Brow s e r. I fe e l 
TuxPaint w ould be  be tte r if th e  
picture s  w e re  save d to a non-
h idde n location for us e  in oth e r 
applications .

To be gin painting w ith  th e  paint 
brus h , click  th e  'Paint' tool in th e  
Tools Pane l. Afte r ch oos ing th e  
Paint Tool, th e  O ptions buttons on 
th e  righ t display diffe re nt style s of 
brus h e s  for painting. Afte r 
ch oos ing a brus h  style , you 
s h ould click  on th e  color you 
w ould lik e  to paint w ith , us ing th e  
Color Pale tte  at th e  bottom  of th e  
w indow. Click  and drag on th e  
w h ite  canvas are a in th e  ce ntre  to 
be gin painting. If you m ak e  any 
m istak e s  you can alw ays click  th e  

'Undo' button on th e  le ft Tools Pale tte .

Th e  'Stam p' Tool can be  us e d to 
cre ate  stam ps of oth e r picture s  onto 
your page . First, click  on th e  'Stam p' 
button on th e  le ft s ide  Tools Pane l. 
Ne xt, ch oos e  a stam p from  th e  
stam p galle ry on th e  righ t-s ide  
O ptions Pane l. For m ore  stam ps, click  
th e  arrow s be low  th e  O ptions Pane l. 
Th e n, click  on th e  page  to stick  your 
stam p on th e  page .

To add te xt, you click  th e  'Abc Te xt' 
button on th e  le ft Tools Pane l, th e n 
click  on th e  page  and start typing.

Th e  gre at th ing about TuxPaint 
is  h ow  m uch  fun it is  for k ids  but 
at th e  sam e  tim e  us e s  m uch  of 
th e  sam e  te rm inology and s k ills 
ne e de d for th e  'h igh -e nd' 
graph ics  program s lik e  GIMP and 
Ph otos h op. TuxPaint w ill m ak e  
th e  trans ition to th e s e  
applications re lative ly e asy.

If only th e re  w as a program  to 
m ak e  k ids  th ink  spre ads h e e ts  
are  fun! 

Vide o de m onstrations of 
TuxPaint can be  vie w e d on th e  
TuxPaint h om e page  at: 
h ttp://w w w.tuxpaint.org/vide os/

New, Open and SaveAdding Texthttp://www.tuxpaint.org/videos/
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HH OO WW -- TTOO RRIIPP  AA   DD VVDD   WW IITTHH   AACCIIDD RRIIPP
W ritte n by Jonny McCullagh

I k now  ve ry little  about com pre s s ing vide o, but I re ce ntly purch as e d a Fre e com  Me diaPlaye r w h ich  plugs dire ctly in to m y te le vis ion and 
allow s m e  to vie w  vide o file s  and liste n to m us ic. H ow e ve r, I also w ante d to w atch  m y fam ily vide os on m y s h iny ne w  m e dia playe r. I 
h ave  rough ly a doze n or so h om e m ade  DVDs and e ach  is  q uite  large  (3-4 Gb). I w ante d to com pre s s  th e s e  vide os to cons e rve  th e  space  
on m y m e dia playe r. To com pre s s  th e m , I de cide d to us e  . 

To install AcidRip, click  
Syste m  >  Adm inistration >  
Synaptic Pack age  Manage r. 

From  th e  Synaptic m e nu bar click , 
on Se ttings >  Re pos itorie s  and 
e nsure  th at th e re  is  a tick  be s ide  
th e  m ultive rs e  re pos itory 
(Softw are  re stricte d by copyrigh t 
or le gal is sue s). Click  'Close ' to 
close  th e  'Re pos itorie s ' dialog.

Ne xt, click  th e  'Re load' button 
on th e  Synaptic toolbar to e nsure  
you h ave  th e  de tails about all th e  
late st softw are  available .

Now  click  th e  'Se arch ' button on 
th e  Synaptic toolbar and s e arch  
for 'acidrip'. W h e n th e  re sults are  
displaye d, you s h ould s e e   
and you can double -click  th e  
'AcidRip' e ntry to m ark  it for 
installation. Ne xt click  th e  'Apply' 

button on th e  Synaptic toolbar to 
install th e  softw are .

Figure  1 (above ): AcidRip Ge ne ral Se ttings

Afte r installation, you can start 

 from  

. Afte r starting 
, th e  m ain w indow  is  

displaye d as s h ow n in Figure  1 
(le ft). Initially th e  options s e e m  
ove rw h e lm ing, but to ge t starte d 
ins e rt your DVD into th e  DVD 
tray of your com pute r, th e n click  
th e  'Load' button to re trie ve  th e  
conte nts of your DVD. As s h ow n 
be low , m y DVD title  w as 
re trie ve d as 'xm as2005' w ith  6 
ch apte rs  and th e  duration of th e  
vide o is  just ove r 59  m inute s .

I h ave  m anually am e nde d th e  
'File nam e ' s e tting from  th e  
de fault '/h om e /jonny/%T' to 
'/m e dia/300/%T' so th at m y 
re sulting com pre s s e d vide o w ill 
be  save d as xm as2005.avi on 
th e  300gb drive  I m ounte d 
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pre viously as /m e dia/300. I h ave  
also ch ange d th e  de fault value  of 
700 for 'File  s ize ' to 460 so m y 
re sulting com pre s s e d vide o file  
w ill be  460 m e gabyte s  (Mb).

 Afte r ch anging th e  file  s ize , 
click  on anoth e r fie ld in th e  
w indow  (e .g. th e  Track  Title  fie ld) 
to e nsure  th e  ch ange  you m ade  
tak e s  e ffe ct. If you do not do th is , 
your ch ange  m ay not be  notice d 
by AcidRip - a little  bug I th ink .

Th is  460Mb s ize  is  suitable  for 
m y one  h our vide o w h e re as  
700Mb w ould be  suitable  for a 9 0 
m inute  vide o.

Figure  2 (above ): AcidRip Vide o Se ttings

To be gin th e  actual e ncoding 
proce s s , click  on th e  'Start' button at 
th e  bottom  of th e  AcidRip w indow. 
Th e  m ain AcidRip w indow  w ill 
disappe ar and a progre s s  w indow  w ill 
appe ar as s h ow n be low.

Afte r e ncoding (above ) h as  
re ach e d 100%  and finis h e d, you w ill 
be  re turne d to th e  AcidRip m ain 
w indow  (s h ow n in Figure  1).

At th at point, you w ill w ant to 
ope n your File  Brow s e r (Place s  >  
H om e ) and find your ne w ly 
com pre s s e d vide o file  to e njoy.

Th e re  are  oth e r alte rnative s  for 
ripping DVDs including  
(be low ) w h ich  I found a little  
com plicate d and , 
w h ich  I found a little  slow , but if 
you w ant to ge t ripping q uick ly 
and e as ily,  ce rtainly 
pass e d m y acid te st. 

For advance d us e rs, 
th e  bitrate  can be  
alte re d on th e  Vide o 

tab as  s h ow n in Figure  2.
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Now  th e  Ubuntu s e rve r installation is  com ple te  w e  w ill install Xfce  de s k top, W e bm in and also softw are  update s  from  th e  com m and 
line  as w e ll as w ith  th e  update  m anage r w h ich  w ill be  built into th e  Xubuntu de s k top.

HH OO WW -- TTOO
W ritte n by Danie l Lam b

Afte r re booting th e  PC afte r 
th e  install, login us ing your 
ch os e n us e r nam e  and 

passw ord.

Th e  first ite m  to be  addre s s e d is  
configuring of th e  source s . W e  w ill 
re m ove  th e  CD re pos itory (w h ich  
autom atically ge ts adde d to th e  
source s) and add w e b bas e d 
source s .

To do th is  w e  w ill us e  nano, m y 
pe rsonal favorite , if you h ave  a 
pre fe rre d te xt e ditor ple as e  us e  
th at. Type  into th e  com m and line :

sudo nano 
/etc/apt/sources.list

You w ill ne e d to supply th e  
passw ord you s e t as your us e r 
passw ord as you are  running a 

com m and as root. Add a h as h  (# ) in 
front of th e  CD e ntry and re m ove  th e  
h as h e s  from  th e  front of th e  oth e r 
e ntrie s . Afte r com ple ting th is  ste p 
pre s s  CTRL+ X th e n pre s s  'Y' or type  
'ye s ' to save  ch ange s . 

Afte r com ple ting th is , type :

sudo apt-get update

Th is  w ill update  th e  apt source s  
and apt w ill th e n k now  w h at softw are  
it can ge t. Now  type :

sudo apt-get upgrade

To install th e  late st update s  to your 
syste m . Th is  m ay tak e  a little  w h ile  
de pe nding on h ow  m any update s  are  
ne e de d for your syste m , you m igh t 
w ant to put th e  k e ttle  on now.

Afte r th e  update s  are  finis h e d, 
re start your m ach ine . Log in and 
run th e  sam e  com m and just in 
cas e  th e re  are  any oth e r update s  
th at w e re  m is s e d, alth ough  apt 
is  unlik e ly to m is s  any. Afte r th is  
is  finis h e d, w e  is sue  w h at w ill be  
our last com m and for th is  th is  
is sue :

sudo apt-get install 
xubuntu-desktop

Answ e r 'ye s ' to: 'Do you w ant 
to continue '. Go and re ad th e  

CCRREEAATTEE  YYOO UURR  OO WW NN  
SSEERRVVEERR  --   PPaarrtt  22
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re st of th is  is sue , and h ave  a nice  
cup of te a.

Afte r th is  h as  com ple te d, re boot 
your m ach ine . O nce  th e  m ach ine  
h as  starte d up you w ill be  
pre s e nte d w ith  th e   login 
scre e n.

Log in us ing your pre viously 
ch os e n us e r nam e  and passw ord 
and you w ill be  pre s e nte d w ith  th e  
Xubuntu de s k top, you now  ne e d 
to run th e  update s  by righ t 
click ing on th e  orange  icon in th e  
top righ t h and corne r and click  
'Install all update s ', th e n supply 
your passw ord to allow  th e  
update s  to run. Alte rnative ly, you 
can pre s s  Ctrl+ Alt+ F2 and login 
us ing your us e r nam e  and 
passw ord again and run th e  
update s  from  th e  com m and line .

Afte r th is  is  finis h e d re start your 
m ach ine . O nce  logge d in, ope n 
Fire fox and brow s e  to 
h ttp://w w w.w e bm in.com / (above  
righ t) and in th e  m e nu on th e  le ft, 
click  'D e bian Pack age '.

W h e n th e  .de b file  h as  finis h e d 
dow nloading, righ t click  on it and 

ch oos e  to ope n w ith   and 
click  O K. Th e  'Pack age  Installe r' w ill 
th e n ope n and you can s im ply click  
'Install Pack age '. Th e  pack age  
m anage r w ill also install all th e  
ne e de d de pe nde ncie s  for W e bm in.

O nce  W e bm in h as  installe d, go to: 
h ttps ://localh ost:10000 and log in 
us ing your us e r nam e  and passw ord.

,

Full Circle  is  
look ing for
proof- re ade rs.
Can you spare  a 

fe w  days  e ach  m onth  to 
proof- re ad article s  for us?
If you can, ple as e  e m ail:
ronnie @ fullcircle m agazine .org 
for m ore  de tails.
or join our IRC ch anne l:

log on to irc.fre e node .ne t and 
join # fullcircle m agazine
O r, you can vis it via our 
w e bIRC clie nt at 
irc.fullcircle m agazine .org

W e  also h ave  a forum  at: 
h ttp://ubuntuforum s .org/forum
display.ph p?f=270

w w w.fullcircle m agazine .org

http://www.webmin.com/
http://irc.fullcirclemagazine.org
http://ubuntuforums.org/forumdisplay.php?f=270
http://www.fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:ronnie@fullcirclemagazine.org
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RREEVVIIEEWW
W ritte n by Ronnie  Tuck e r

Im agine  a laptop th at is  only just large r th an a DVD cas e , tw ice  as  th ick , runs Linux and w ould cost just ove r £200 (~ $400). Fantasy? Not 
at all, it's  calle d th e  ASUS EEE PC.

Th e  first th ing I notice d about 
th e  m ach ine  is  th at it is  
com ple te ly s ile nt. O th e r pe ople  

usually notice  th e  sm all scre e n first. 
I'm  not Einste in but if th e  scre e n w as 
large r, th e n th e  e ntire  unit w ould be  
large r. Th e  w h ole  point of th e  Ee e  is  
to be  sm all! Anoth e r th ing pe ople  
h ave  be e n pointing out is  th e  sm all 
k e yboard. If you h ave  big h ands , 
th e n it m ay w e ll be  a proble m , but I 
am  typing th is  article  on th e  Ee e  
w ith out difficulty.

W h e n you first boot th e  Ee e  
you are  pre s e nte d w ith  a h e avily 
m odifie d ve rs ion of Xandros 
(le ft) w h ich , w h ile  e xce lle nt for 
th e  ne w  us e r, m ak e s  th e  Ee e  
look  too m uch  lik e  a ch ild's  toy. 
Fortunate ly m any ge e k s  m ak e  
ligh t w ork  and w ays h ave  be e n 
found to re place  Xandros w ith  
oth e r Linux distributions .

I trie d Ubuntu, I trie d Kubuntu. 
I e ve n trie d Puppy Linux. But 
th e y all h ad one  proble m  or 
anoth e r. Ubuntu s e e m e d to th ink  
th e  batte ry w as brok e n and 
ne ith e r w ire d nor w ire le s s  w ould 
w ork . Kubuntu lik e d th e  batte ry, 
but again no ne tw ork  or w ire le s s . 
A fe w  scripts w e re  re le as e d 
w h ich  w ould e ffe ctive ly patch  
Ubuntu to ge t m ost th ings 
w ork ing, but by th at tim e  I h ad 
discove re d th e  e xce lle nt 

AASSUUSS  EEEEEE  PPCC  
AANNDD   XXUUBBUUNNTTUU

CPU Type : 9 00MH z Inte l Ce le ron 
Mobile
RAM: 512MB DDR2
H ard Drive  Capacity: 4GB S.S.D
Drive  Type : Solid-State  D is k
 Scre e n Size : 7 inch e s
O pe rating Syste m : Linux
W ire le s s  Ne tw ork ing: Ye s  802.11 b/g
Eth e rne t Controlle r: Ye s
USB Ports : Ye s , th re e  USB2.0 ports
Batte ry Life : 3.5 H ours subje ct to 
usage
Approx W e igh t: 0.9  k g (19 6 lbs)
D im e ns ions (m m ): 22.5x16.4x2.15-
3.5CM
Built in W e bcam  (0.3 Me ga Pixe l)
Ste re o Spe ak e rs
SD Card Slot
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com m unity at w w w.e e e us e r.com  
w h ich  h ad cre ate d  
w h ich  w as , as  you can im agine , a 
m odifie d Xubuntu install but w ith  
patch e s  applie d on install. But not 
e ve ryth ing w e nt as planne d.

Follow ing th e  instructions on 
th e  e e e Xubuntu page  on th e  
e e e us e rs .com  w ik i I cre ate d a 
bootable  USB stick  w h ich  
containe d th e  e e e Xubuntu Live  
CD. Th e  install w e nt ah e ad as 
norm al, I m ade  sure  to ch oos e  
"Manual" w h e n th e  installe r 
re ach e d th e  partitioning s e ction 
s ince  w e  do not w ant a sw ap 
partition on th e  Ee e . Th e  le s s  
w rite s  to th e  solid state  drive  th e  
be tte r, now  one  proble m  w ith  th e  
installe r is  th at som e  of th e  
w indow s are  too tall for th e  sm all 
scre e n. Th e  trick  is  to h old dow n 
th e  Alt k e y w h ile  le ft click ing 
anyw h e re  on w indow. Th is  le ts 
you m ove  th e  w indow  round and, 
if ne e d be , out of th e  scre e n, so 
now  I could continue  and finis h  off 
th e  install.

From  cold boot to log in scre e n 
w as approxim ate ly th irty s e conds , 
slow e r th an th e  de fault Xandros 

install, but w orth  it in m y opinion. 
Log in to de s k top is  alm ost instant. I 
w as th e n gre e te d w ith  th e  m e s sage  
th at m y batte ry w as poss ibly brok e n. 
H aving us e d, and ch arge d, th e  Ee e  
s e ve ral tim e s  s ince , th e  batte ry 
m e te r s e e m s  to w ork  fine , I've  no 
ide a w h y it displays th e  e rror 
m e s sage  but it s e e m s  to be  a false  
alarm .

Afte r booting I poppe d in a USB 
stick  only to be  gre e te d w ith  a 
m e s sage  saying th at e e e Xubuntu 
cannot m ount th e  USB drive . Afte r a 
bit of q uick  re s e arch , it turns out th at 
th e  e e e Xubuntu installe r still adds a 
CD e ntry to th e  /e tc/fstab file . Afte r 
com m e nting out th e  CD line  it 
acce pte d th e  USB stick  no proble m .

Ne xt port of call w as th e  w ire le s s , 

th is  w as a big proble m  w ith  
alm ost all Linux distro's  on th e  
Ee e , e ve n Ubuntu ne e ds  a patch . 
I'm  a Kubuntu us e r by day so 
us ing Xubuntu is  a bit alie n to 
m e , but afte r le ft click ing on th e  
ne tw ork ing icon in th e  tas k bar 
(be low ) m y w ire le s s  w as 
de te cte d, gave  it m y W EP code  
and I w as off and running!

Th e  ne xt bone  of conte ntion 
w ith  th e  Ee e  is  sound. I playe d a 
W AV file  and it w as aw ful! 
Crack le d lik e  crazy. Afte r som e  
re s e arch  on Ubuntu Forum s I 
found a ne at trick . Us ing th e  
m e dia playe r application in 
e e e Xubuntu, turn th e  volum e  up 
as h igh  as  it w ill go. Ne xt ope n a 
console  and type :

alsamixer

http://www.eeeuser.com
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In your console  you w ill s e e  
som e  slide rs . Move  th e  first tw o 
slide rs  up and dow n (w h ile  
playing som e  audio) until you 
h ave  a de ce nt volum e . Now  e xit 
alsam ixe r. Now  type :

sudo alsactl store 0

Th at w ill save  your s e ttings for 
ne xt tim e . It w asn't until late r th at 
I re alis e d you can add a volum e  
control pane l to th e  tas k bar, 
w h ich  is  s im ilar to th e  alsam ixe r 
so try adding th e  volum e  control 
first, it m ay save  you ge tting your 
h ands dirty in th e  console . O ne  
final proble m  w ith  e e e Xubuntu 
s e e m s  to be  th e  sound in gam e s . I 
found th at e nabling th e  sound in 
som e  gam e s  caus e d th e  gam e  to 
cras h . D isabling th e  sound le ft th e  
gam e s  fully playable .

O ne  th ing I h ave  no re al us e  for 
on th e  Ee e  is  th e  built in w e bcam . 
But for th e  purpos e s  of th is  
re vie w  I did h ave  to add a Fe isty 
re pos itory to obtain th e  ucvie w  
application w h ich  is  w h at 
e e e Xubuntu ne e ds  to start up th e  
w e bcam . Easy to install but not 
m uch  us e  it s e e m s  s ince  no 

m atte r w h e th e r you capture  th e  
scre e n yours e lf or by us ing th e  

 application, you are  still le ft 
w ith  a blank  im age . Th is  s e e m s  to be  
a k now n proble m  and I'm  sure  th e  
boffins w ill ove rcom e  it.

Th e  final th ing to te st w as th e  
function k e ys . To save  h aving an 
e xtra doze n or so k e ys , som e  double  
up. So h olding dow n th e  Fn k e y and 
tapping F3 w ill dull th e  scre e n, Fn +  
F4 w ill brigh te n th e  scre e n. Th e s e  
w ork  pe rfe ctly w e ll in e e e Xubuntu.

Th e  Ee e  com e s  w ith  a re cove ry 
DVD w h ich , ironically, re q uire s  
W indow s . But I m anage d to ge t th e  
re scue  disc w ork ing fine  in W INE 
running on m y de s k top Kubuntu 
m ach ine . Th e  disc allow s you to 
cre ate  a bootable  USB stick  w ith  th e  
de fault Xandros on it to le t you 

re turn your Ee e  to factory 
de fault. Suffice  to say: I w on't be  
ne e ding th e  re cove ry disc. I'm  
k e e ping e e e Xubuntu installe d on 
m y Ee e  as  it h as  e ve ryth ing th at 
I ne e d fully w ork ing. I'm  w riting 
th is  in Abiw ord (above ), e diting 
m y ph otos in GIMP and h ave  
Fire fox, Th unde rbird and Pidgin 
for m y inte rne t ne e ds .

O ne  of th e  big fe ature s  of 
Linux is , of cours e , Com piz 
Fus ion. H aving notice d a fe w  
m urm e rings of Com piz in th e  
e e e us e rs  forum  I de cide d to give  
it a try, h aving re ad th rough  a 
fe w  posts , ste p one  is  to ge t 
aiglx w ork ing, th is  is  done  by:

sudo apt-get install libgl1-
mesa-dri
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Now  re start X 
(Ctrl+ Alt+ Back space ) you now  
ne e d to ope n th e  Synaptic 
Pack age  Manage r and install:

• com piz-core

• com piz-plugins

• com piz-fus ion-plugins -m ain

• com piz-fus ion-plugins -e xtra

• com pizconfig-s e ttings -
m anage r

If you pre fe r Em e rald for your 
w indow  borde rs  th e n you can 
s e le ct it too in Synaptic. Afte r 
click ing "Apply" you w ill h ave  
Com piz Fus ion installe d. But on 
such  a low  spe c m ach ine , is  it 
e ve n usable ?

Absolute ly! I can w obble  m y 
w indow s and spin m y cube  w ith  th e  
be st of th e m !

Th e  one  pain w ith  Com piz on th e  
Ee e  is  th e  Com piz Se ttings m anage r. 
It is  just too big for th e  scre e n. By 
de fault Com piz w on't nudge  a 
w indow  out th e  top of th e  scre e n, it 
doe sn't alw ays w ork  w e ll w ith  th e  
Alt+ Click + Drag trick  w h ich  is  a 
s h am e . Th e  vast m ajority of th e  
e ffe cts w ork  w e ll and sm ooth ly w h ich  
is  surpris ing for, as I said, such  a low  
spe c m ach ine .

And ye s , w ith  th e  appropriate  
code cs it'll e ve n play all your 
audio and vide o file s! 

So w h at e xactly am  I giving five  to: 
e e e Xubuntu? Th e  ASUS EEE? Quite  
frank ly I'm  giving th e m  both  five  out of 
five ! Th e  ASUS EEE is  an e xce lle nt little  
note book . Grante d it doe s  look  a bit 
lik e  a k ids  toy but it is  so h andy th at 
you h ave  to love  it. And th e  
com m unity th at h as  alte re d Xubuntu 
to suit th e  EEE also de s e rve  a round of 
applause  as  w ith out th e m  m y EEE 
w ould still h ave  th at aw ful ch ildis h  
look ing O S installe d on it. Now  m ay be  
th e  pe rfe ct tim e  to pick  up a first 
ge ne ration EEE as ASUS h as  just 
re ce ntly announce d large r ve rs ions of 
th e  EEE to be  re le as e d soon.



19

MM YY  OO PPIINNIIOO NN
W ritte n by Danie l Monte iro

IINNDD EEPPEENNDD EENNTT  GGAAMM EE  
DD EEVVEELLOO PPMM EENNTT

In th e  past ye ars , inde pe nde nt 
(indie ) gam e  de ve lopm e nt 
w e nt from  s itting on dark  

bas e m e nt, staring a black  and 
w h ite  scre e n, fiddling cryptic 
m e s sage s  to de code  th e  VGA 
re giste rs  in orde r to ach ie ve  th e  
m axim um  pe rform ance  to s itting 
on a dark  bas e m e nt w h ile  staring 
to gorge ous GNOME or KDE 
scre e n w h ile  toss ing th e  
m axim um  pe rform ance  from  your 
GPU w ith  no sw e at. (O f cours e , 
som e  of us still love  th at darn 
pre tty black  scre e n)

From  th e s e  dark  age s  to curre nt 
days , Linux gam e  de ve lopm e nt 
w e nt from  an adve nture  to som e  
s e rious play. Th e  tools m ature d 
and CG com panie s  took  Linux 
m ore  s e riously as a de ve lopm e nt 
platform .

Th is  article  inte nds to pre s e nt 
th e  re ade r w ith  som e  good 
options on Linux gam e  
de ve lopm e nt, w h ile  analyzing th e  

re asons of th is  Linux gam e  
de ve lopm e nt tak e off.

Picture  th is : You h ave  a pre tty 
console  scre e n on your m ach ine . 
W h at are  your gam ing options? 
None , you m igh t answ e r. You couldn't 
be  m ore  w rong.

Be fore  XSe rve rs  w e re  
com m onplace , th e re  w e re  alre ady a 
struggling gam e  de ve lopm e nt 
com m unity. Most of th e m  cam e  from  
th e  e xiste nt BSD com m unity and saw  
a good pote ntial w ith  th at "fast and 
ligh tw e igh t UNIX" th at Linux w as 
(today, both  Linux and BSD s e e n to 
be  in th e  sam e  le ve l) and th e n w e  
got our s h are  of console  gam e s , lik e  
dope w ars and oth e r console  class ics .

D e ve loping th e s e  gam e s  w as m ore  
ch alle nging th an playing. Th e y didn't 
h ave  th e  tools available  w e  h ave  
today. Th e s e  dark  age s  w ouldn't last 
long.

Since  th e  start of th e  m ode rn 
com puting industry, UNIX w as 
th e  de  facto standard for s e rious 
applications and be fore  th e  Mac 
tak e -ove r, UNIX w as th e  absolute  
k ing for com pute r graph ics .

Th e n it cam e . Th e  graph ical 
re volution for th e  UNIX 
w ork station. First, it w as a 
industry or office  th ing th e n, 
gradually, w e  got an XSe rve r 
running on our m ach ine s .

But still, coding a gam e  in XLib 
can le ad to suicide . H ow  did w e  
ge t such  gre at gam e s  lik e  Plane t 
Pe nguin Race r and Supe r Tux?

Th e  m ain re ason s h ould be  
tw o inve ntions h e re : O pe nGL 
and SDL.

O pe nGL ope ne d a ne w  w orld 
in com pute r graph ics . Be ing 
m ostly a Silicon Graph ics  th ing, 
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it w as for sure  a UNIX-frie ndly 
th ing. Afte r pass ing th e  h urdle s of 
ge tting a X w indow  w ith  O pe nGL 
w e  could finally ge t our Quak e  
afte r a h ard w ork day.

And w h ile  O pe nGL did gre at 
th ings for 3D graph ics , It carrie d 
unne ce s sary w e igh t to 2D Gam e  
D e ve lopm e nt. Th e  de ve lope r h ad 
tw o options : us e  th e  
unacce le rate d but close r to oth e r 
2D APIs  XLib or to go w ith  th e  
(som e tim e s) acce le rate d but 
unnatural Ope nGL; Som e  of th e m  
ran to GTK and oth e r toolk its , but 
m ost got lost on th is . And th e n 
cam e  Sam  Lantinga to unify our 
battle  crie s .

Sam  Lantinga h ad to port a 
Macintos h  e m ulator to W indow s 
and Linux. Coding a graph ical 
syste m  for e ve ry O pe rating 
Syste m  sounds a crazy th ing. And 
it is . H e  h ad a s im ple  but daunting 
ide a: w rite  an abstraction laye r, 
calle d SDL, and th e  re st is  h istory. 
H e  got Doom  porte d to SDL in 3 
days!

Now  w e  can us e  SDL in a h uge  
varie ty of platform s , ranging from  

m obile  de vice s  (m ore  about th is  
be low ), Vide o Gam e  Console s , and 
lots of m ainstre am  and obscure  
ope rating syste m s .

W ith  SDL, de ve lope rs  could 
actually go th rough  th e  "cre ate  
w indow  for O pe nGL" nove lla in le s s  
th an 10 line s  of code . And binding 
for oth e r language s  spring e ve ry 
m onth  or so. I be t h e  didn't s e e  th at 
com ing.

Th e  h e arts of m illions of 
program m e rs  (th os e  include  e ve n 
Joh n Carm ack ) w e re  touch e d w ith  
th is  prom is e : "Now  w e  can w rite  our 
ow n AAA gam e  for all platform s". 
Unfortunate ly, it took  a w h ile  for th e  
ide a to catch  on for re al. W h at th e  
Java apple ts re ally w e re  able  to do 
w as a little  be low  th at. But still, as 
Sun re le as e d th e ir JDK for Linux, it 
w as q uick ly poss ible  to w rite  Java 
apple ts on a Linux box and s e e  th e m  
running on Macs and w indow s boxe s .

Bas ically, th is  w as a tim e  for sm all 
arcade  clone s  and adve rgam e s . And 
for s e ve ral startups funde d for 
adve rgam e s , th e  Linux +  Java 

apple ts w e re  th e  k ille r com bo. 
Most of th e  te ch nical staff of 
th os e  cam e  from  th os e  te ch  
ge e k s  w h o h ad be e n us ing Linux 
s ince  colle ge .

But still, th e  pre m ie r tim e  for 
sm ooth  Java gam e  de ve lopm e nt 
w as ye t to com e , and w e  w ill 
re turn to th is  late r.

If m obile  is  th e  nam e  of th e  
gam e , you're  luck y. Mobile  
de ve lopm e nt unde r UNIX h ave  
be e n strong s ince  th e  be ginning, 
w ith  J2ME m ostly, and now , 
m ore  re ce ntly, w ith  Linux Mobile .

W ith  J2ME, th e re  are  ple nty of 
poss ibilitie s . Som e  are  m ore  
m ature , lik e  Ne tBe ans and Sun 
W TK, and som e  brand ne w , lik e  
Nok ia's  W idSe t. Linux is  be ing 
tak e n s e riously by th e  big 
playe rs , as  m ost innovations in 
te rm s of de s ign com e s  from  
fre e dom  figh te rs , lik e  us . Th e  
only poss ible  dow ns ide  of th e  
approach  m igh t be  th e  ple th ora 
of proprie tary protocols m obile  
ph one s  us e  to com m unicate  w ith  
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a com pute r th rough  th e  data 
cable s . Be  sure  to purch as e  a 
ph one  th at spe ak s  "Mass  Storage  
D e vice " to th e  com pute r.

Re ce ntly, w e  h ave  s e e n som e  
com panie s  going w ith  Linux for 
th e ir m obile  O S'e s . W e  all gain 
w ith  th at: th is  m obile  Linux is  not 
th at diffe re nt from  our de s k top 
m ach ine  and m ost SDKs us e  
te ch nologie s  broadly available . Its  
lik e  playing w ith  your ch ildh ood 
frie nd's  ch ild.

O ne  Com m on point w h e n 
de aling w ith  m obile  gam e  
de ve lopm e nt is  th e  us e  of Sim ple  
D ire ctMe dia Laye r. Most m obile  
distros allow  SDL apps to run w ith  
privile ge d spe e ds . Th e  bigge st 
distros h e re  are : QTopia, from  
Trollte ch  (th e  guys th at gave  us  
libq t), EZ X (QTopia bas e d), from  
Motorola (som e  w arnings apply 
h e re , as  it doe snt run native  
applications righ t out-of-th e -box), 
and m ostly Mae m o (th e  one  your 
h um ble  w rite r is  m ost lik e ly to 
code  in day-to-day), from  Nok ia 
and finally O pe nMok o, th at is  a 
joint e ffort to produce  a distro for 
m obile  ph one s .

Also w orth  
m e ntioning th at 
Ubuntu Mobile  is  to 
be com e  a gre at 
m obile  O S, 
incorporating th e  UI 
from  Mae m o. Look s  
ve ry prom is ing.

As Linux e volve d from  th e  last 
de cade , w e  could stop w orrying 
about or de s k top and could 
conce ntrate  on producing 
som e th ing. Th is  is  a byproduct of 
proje cts lik e  Ubuntu, th at aim s  to 
bring m ore  focus to th e  de ve lope rs , 
putting th e m  to do th e ir be st w e re  
th e y e xce l.

Th e re  are  also sm alle r e fforts on 
som e  countrie s , lik e  Brazil, to us e  
Linux as a m e dium  of k now le dge  
broadcast, cre ating social proje cts 
th at calle d for m ore  ave rage -joe -
frie ndly de s k tops . Th os e  are  fe rtile  
fie ld for Linux gam ing.

Also, th e re  are  oth e r com panie s  
us ing Linux for note book s  (but th is  
distinguis h  from  m obile  Linux, as 
th e re  is  a full Linux m ach ine  

e xpe rie nce ), lik e  
ASUSTEK w ith  its  
Ee e  PC (le ft) and 
OLPC (th e  last one  
m ak ing big be ts on 
e ducational 
gam ing), e ach  
be ing too big to 
cove r h e re .

Now  th at you cant w ait m ore  
to ge t your h ands dirty, I w ill 
s h ow  you som e  good options for 
de ve loping your ow n gam e s .

e m acs (or your favorite  te xt 
e ditor) +  g+ +  : Th ats righ t! 
ch ance s  are  th at th e  e xact 
m ach ine  your are  us ing to re ad 
th is  te xt is  capable  of gam e  
de ve lopm e nt. Alth ough  th e  
e xpe rie nce  can be  som e w h at 
spartan, its  pe rfe ctly poss ible . 
Exce pt for a fe w  m om e nts I ran 
for som e  be tte r tools, I w e nt th is  
w ay to de ve lop m y ow n 3D 
m obile  gam e  e ngine  
(w w w.sf.ne t/proje cts/bzk ).

http://www.sf.net/projects/bzkConclusion
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If you're  
going for Java, 
m ak e  sure  you 
tak e  Ne tBe ans , 
as  it h ave  a 
ve ry strong 
m obile  support. 
Don't forge t 
your "m obility 
pack " for th e  
ch os e n m obile  
de vice  profile .

If not, you're  ge aring tow ards 
Linux m obile  w h ich  is  good and 
bad ne w s :

Th e  good: m ost of your e xiste nt 
de s k top code  w ill w ork  out of th e  
box.

Th e  bad: you w ill, probably (as 
m ost m obile  de vice s  us e  ARM 
proce s sors  w h ich  are  
incom patible  w ith  our x86 
m ach ine s) ne e d to re com pile  it 
w ith  som e  e sote ric SDK. And th is  
w ill de pe nd on th e  targe t 
platform . Som e  are  e asy, som e  
are  not. Mak e  sure  to also 
re s e arch  w h at th e  be st s e ttings 

for your 
w ork station are  -
 som e tim e s , 
virtualization 
can be  a viable  
option.

O ne  pie ce  of 
good advice  
m igh t be  to us e  
SDL. I can atte st 
th is , as  I do 
m ost of m y 
de ve lopm e nt on 

m y de s k top e nvironm e nt and w h e n I 
fe e l th e  ne e d, I just sw itch  to th e  
m obile  SDK (in m y cas e , Mae m o SDK 
unde r Scratch box), re com pile , 
ge ne rate  a D e bian ARM pack age  and 
te st it on de vice  (Nok ia N770). Th is  
can save  you valuable  de bugging 
tim e .

W ith  th e  arts de partm e nt, th e  be st 
tools (but not th e  only one s) are  th e  
GIMP and Ble nde r (above ) for 
graph ics  (w ith  th e  advantage  of 
running also on W indow s for th at 
goofy frie nd of yours th at still us e s  
W indow s) and Audacity for sound 
(GNU Sound be ing anoth e r viable  

option). Ros e  Garde n is  de ce nt if 
you can ge t ove r th e  JACK 
nigh tm are , w h e n producing 
m us ic (if you can't us e  Ros e  
Garde n, just invite  th at frie nd of 
yours to play th e ir songs , but 
m ak e  sure  to turn of th e  vocal's 
m ic)

W ith  so m any options , you 
h ave  to w onde r w h y are  you still 
re ading th is  inste ad of producing 
th e  ne xt Quak e . Ge t busy! 
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MM YY  SSTTOO RRYY WW HH YY  II  WW EENNTT  LLIINNUUXXW ritte n by Joh n J. Mace y

I'm  not a w rite r, but do th ings – 
lik e  all th os e  oth e rs  out th e re  
e .g. run / w ork  / play / h ave  a 

life  / us e  a com pute r / h ave  a 
PDA. I don't h ate  W indow s , but I 
w as frustrate d, and took  a ch ance  
on Linux be caus e  of w h at I 
m e ntione d. I took  th e  pe rsonal 
initiative .

Th e re  are  a lot of buzz-w ords 
out th e re  and one  of th os e  is  
O pe n Source . Th at m e ans Linux 
to m e . I took  th e  plunge . I w e nt 
from  SuSE 9 .0 - 10.1, and all th e  
Ubuntu distros , th e n s e ttle d on 
Linux Mint. All too ofte n, w h at is  
ne ve r m e ntione d, is  th e  additional 
w ord "Com m unity". Join a Linux 
Forum  w ith  your is sue s  -- save  a 
lot of tim e , e ne rgy, e ffort, and 
m one y. Ge t involve d, it's  fre e !

Sim ply, Linux doe s  th ings for 
m e  th at I alw ays w ante d to do. 
O nce  you ge t involve d, th e  e nd 
re sult is  s im ply am azing. No one  
le ad m e  by th e  h and – but I took  

th e  pe rsonal initiative . I h ad no 
budge t, but alw ays as k e d, w h y can't 
I do th is , or th at, w ith  all th e  
Microsoft softw are  th at I bough t, or 
w as h ande d to m e . O h , I h ave  at one  
tim e  h ad one  or tw o large  budge ts . 
And, I paid for Microsoft lice ns e s  all 
ove r th e  plane t. Th e n th e  price  k e pt 
ge tting h igh e r.

Me anw h ile , I starte d to ge t 
frustrate d. Lots of th ings to do and 
pay for out th e re . But, no h e lp. 
D e ve loping a bus ine s s  be cam e  a 
proble m . Joining a Linux Forum  w as 
am azing. Pe ople  w ith  th e  sam e  
proble m s th at I h ad gave  m e  
solutions . Noticing w h y I s h ifte d to 
Linux?

H e re  is  a gre at e xam ple  of Linux. 
I've  alw ays look e d to Spe ll Ch e ck  m y 
e -m ails in m ultiple  language s . Th e  
re ason is , I h ave  w ork e d 
Inte rnationally for a good de al of m y 
life  and alw ays , alw ays w ante d to 
spe ll ch e ck  m y e -m ails in Am e rican 
Englis h  (not th e  Que e n's , but th e  

Pre s ide nt's), stay in contact w ith  
m y son in Ge rm any, and de al 
w ith  m y H ispanic frie nds . Plus, 
th row  in th e  occas ional Fre nch  
ph ras e . All spe ll ch e ck e d.

Now , as a th ink ing individual, 
go try to find a solution w ith  
Microsoft. I'll be t you can't. My 
solution: Evolution (above ). H e y 
th at rh ym e s . Can you im agine  
afte r h aving de alt w ith  th e  
large st, m ost m onopolistic 
softw are  com pany on th e  plane t, 
m y m ultiple  ph one  
conve rsations w ith  th e ir Te ch  
Support? I can now  spe ll ch e ck  
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in four language s  at th e  sam e  
tim e .

H e y, w e  h ave  all be e n th e re , 
done  th at, and h ave  th e  T-Sh irt. 
C'm on guys – ge t w ith  th e  
program , it's  a sm all w orld afte r 
all. W asn't th at once  a big h it 
song from  a D isne y film ? I truly 
th ink  th at Microsoft h as  be com e  
too – w h at w ould th e  righ t w ord 
be  h e re ? Pe rh aps too som e th ing 
or oth e r. I don't w ant to be at 
th e m  up, but th e  s h ift cam e  to m e  
a w h ile  back . I h ad ide as in m ind, 
and w ante d to do som e th ing. 
Linux, and all th os e  th ousands , 
and th ousands of applications , 
gave  m e  th e  solutions .

Th e y don't call it a PC – 
Pe rsonal Com puting -- w ith out a 
re ason. I h ave  a PC. It is  now  all 
Ope n Source .

Ne xt, I h ate d h aving to buy all 
th os e  additional program s / 
applications so th at I can cre ate  a 
.pdf, burn a CD, DVD, le t alone  
h ave  a good O ffice  Suite  of 
program s . Th at's  not counting 
going on th e  s e arch  for a good 
s e cure  brow s e r, virus scanne r, 

fire w all, running dis k  de fragm e nte rs , 
ch e ck ing on virii, adw are , spyw are , 
m alw are , root k its . O h , and th e  e ve r 
popular Microsoft update s . A Linux 
D istribution give s  it to you all for fre e !

First th ings first – O pe nO ffice . 
Th e re  are  h ate rs  out th e re  th at 
com plain about Exce l spre ads h e e t 
conve rs ions , but I've  ofte n e nough  
be e n stuck  w ith  Exce l – as an 
application its e lf. If som e one  can't 
conve rt a W ord .doc, th e y ne ve r h ad 
th e  sligh te st clue  w h at th e y w e re  
doing in th e  first place .

Eve r trie d talk ing to Microsoft 
about trying to do som e th ing w ith  
O utlook  lik e  trying to do a m ass  e -
m ail to s e nd th e  late st ne w s  le tte r to 
clie nts? You can do th at w ith  Mail 
Me rge  in W ord, but not w ith  O utlook . 
Buy anoth e r application, plus k e e p 
ge tting h it w ith  s e curity w arnings , 
and update s . I'd be com e  m y ow n 
Microsoft Syste m  Engine e r!

My ne w e st frie nd is  th e  O pe n 
Source  Com m unity. Funny w ord 
th e re . Lots of gre at support. My oth e r 
frie nd is  Google . A long tim e  ago, 
pe ople  w e re  stuck  w ith  is sue s , but 
now  w e  can do a “ Google ” . Th is  tim e  

around e ve ryone  can do it and 
save  th e m s e lve s a good de al of 
tim e , e ffort and frustration 
de aling w ith out Microsoft. Non-
frustrating = Linux.

I'm  k now n as “ Adle r”  in about 
3 – 4,000 posts . Adle r m e ans 
“ Eagle ”  in Ge rm an, w h ich  I 
spe ak  flue ntly. But, w e  all spe ak  
Linux – globally.

De ll h as starte d s h ipping th e ir 
D e s k tops , and Note book s  w ith  
Linux installe d inste ad of 
Microsoft. Noticing a large r le ve l 
of frustration? Go Linux, go!

Cons ide r m e  a citize n of th e  
w orld – th e  O pe n Source  w orld, 
th at is . W e  lik e  to ge t th ings 
done , and can do it ours e lve s . I 
do it w ith  Linux Mint Cassandra .

As k  th e  ne xt tim e  th at you buy 
a PC from  D e ll, IBM, COMPAQ, 
H P, SONY, Tos h iba, e tc. if th e y 
s h ip th e ir syste m s w ith  Linux 
and not Microsoft. 
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MM OO TTUU  IINNTTEERRVVIIEEWW SSTTEEVVEE  KK OO WW AALLIIKKTak e n from  

Be h ind MOTU is  a s ite  w h ich  fe ature s  inte rvie w s  w ith  th os e  w h o are  k now n as 'Maste r’s of th e  Unive rs e ' (MOTU). Th e y are  th e  volunte e r 
arm y of pack age  m aintaine rs  th at look  afte r th e  Unive rs e  and Multive rs e  softw are  re pos itorie s .

Age : 26
Location: Sydne y, Australia
IRC Nick : ste ve nk

I starte d us ing Linux in late  
Nove m be r, 19 9 8, and starte d w ith  
an install of Re dH at 5.0 th at I late r 
upgrade d all th e  w ay until 6.2, 
until I h e ard about re ports of 
Re dH at 7.0 (w h ich  w as in RC at 
th e  tim e ) be ing ve ry bad, e ve n for 
a Re dH at .0 re le as e , and de cide d 

to sw itch  to D e bian, and installe d 
Slink  (2.1).

I de cide d to finally look  at Ubuntu 
just afte r Bre e zy w as re le as e d. I’d 
k e pt a vague  e ye  on it, be ing a 
D e bian D e ve lope r, but didn’t pay 
m uch  notice . Afte r Bre e zy cam e  out, 
I dow nloade d a Live  CD, and gave  it 
a try. And lik e d it so m uch  th at I le ft 
it running on m y m ach ine  for tw o 
days , at w h ich  point I th ough t I 
s h ould install it.

I be cam e  a MOTU on January th e  
16th , 2006. I th ink  I h ad be e n 
w ork ing on Ubuntu for about tw o 
m onth s  at th at point.

I w ill alw ays h ave  a soft spot 
for xringd, s ince  it’s th e  first 
pack age  I m aintaine d in D e bian. 
Also: q uodlibe t and crack -attack

Th e  com m unity —  w h e n I first 
joine d # ubuntu-m otu, I w as 
collare d by tw o re gulars and s e t 
to w ork  afte r a little  bit of a ch at.

But th e  re al answ e r is  just 
th at, th e  w onde rful and clue ful 
pe ople  out th e re  th at, lik e  m e , 
are  w ork ing to m ak e  Unive rs e  in 
Ubuntu be tte r.

Jum p in, th e  w ate r’s fine . If 
you’re  inte re ste d in h e lping out, 

http://behindmotu.wordpress.com
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th e re  are  ple nty of pe ople  w h o are  
h appy to answ e r your q ue stions 
on th e  m ailing list or # ubuntu-
m otu IRC ch anne l.

Quite  diffe re nt —  D e bian is  ve ry 
ce nte re d around th e  ide a of “ H e re  
is  one  guy, and th e  pack age s  h e  
look s  afte r. If you ne e d to do 
anyth ing, file  a bug, and w ait for 
h im .”  Ubuntu on th e  oth e r h and is  
a sm all te am  of pe ople  w ork ing 
toge th e r to solve  proble m s in 
Unive rs e . W e  m ay h ave  pe ople  
th at ‘m aintain’ a pack age  in 
Ubuntu, but only be caus e  th e y 
k now  it be tte r, or h ave  a 
re lations h ip w ith  upstre am .

At th is  point, m y only plan is  
ge tting a be tte r about w indow  in 
place , one  th at doe sn’t us e  ye lp.

 
—  it’s q uite  fun to apply th is  to 
random  pack age s .

I am  e m ploye d as a de ve lope r, so 
to re lax afte r a long day at w ork , I 
w ork  on Ubuntu. I gue s s  th at doe sn’t 
answ e r your q ue stion.

I’ll re ad a book , liste n to m us ic, or 
play crack -attack , or W oW .

My scre e ns h ot is  ve ry boring - th e  

de fault Gnom e  s e ttings don’t ge t 
m y w ay, so I don’t ch ange  th e m . 
A bunch  of te rm inals in tabs , 
Fire fox, W ande rlust/Th unde rbird 
for re ading m ail, and Quod Libe t 
playing m us ic on th e  oth e r 
w ork space .

As you can s e e  from  th e  ph oto 
(be low ), I’m  a big fan of th e  
m e ntality th at a m e s sy de s k  is  a 
s ign of a sane  m ind. Sound 
syste m , m ach ine , laptop, lots of 
pape r - all fairly norm al.
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UUBBUUNNTTUU  WW OO MM EENN
W ritte n by Em m a Jane  H ogbin

Th e  ch alle nge  w ith  ch ange  is  
k now ing w h e re  to start. In 
th is  five -part s e rie s  w e  w ill 

look  at th e  proce s s  of h ow  th e  
Ubuntu W om e n te am  is  m ak ing 
ch ange  h appe n. Topics w ill 
include : goal s e tting, action ite m s , 
are as of re spons ibility, e valuation 
and volunte e r re te ntion.

Th e  first ste p in accom plis h ing 
ch ange  is  to h ave  a vis ion of th e  
future . To cre ate  th is  vis ion: as k  
your group w h at th e  future  w ill 
look  lik e . Allow  e ach  pe rson to 
s h ape  th e  vis ion th e y h ave  for th e  
group —  h aving e ach  voice  
re pre s e nte d w ill h e lp to k e e p 
volunte e rs  m otivate d. Include  as 
m any de tails as poss ible  to 
de scribe  your dre am  for th e  
future . Encourage  cre ative  
th ink ing.

From  th is  vis ion pull out a list of 
th ings th at are  diffe re nt from  
w h at is  h appe ning today. Th e s e  
w ill be  your goals. Goals are  broad 

state m e nts w h ich  de scribe  th e  ide al 
future  for your com m unity or proje ct. 
Post th e  list of goals on your proje ct 
W e b s ite  for e ve ryone  to re ad. Ide ally 
th is  docum e nt w ill be  in a 
com m unity-e ditable  form at, such  as  
a W ik i, so th at no one  pe rson 
controls th e  vis ion for th e  group.

Th e  Ubuntu W om e n te am  starte d 
th is  proce s s  by cre ating a Road Map. 

In th is  docum e nt 
w e  outline  w h at 
th e  Ubuntu 
com m unity w ill 
look  lik e  in th e  
future . In e ach  
part of th e  vis ion 
w e  are  trying to 
include  a 
m e asurable  goal. 
For e xam ple  unde r 
th e  Role  Mode ls 
s e ction w e  h ave  
include d th e  goal 
to h ave , “ at le ast 
th re e  vis ibly active  
w om e n in all core  
Ubuntu proje cts .”  

Th e re  are  no tim e  line s  w ith in 
th is  docum e nt. You can s e e  th e  
draft ve rs ion of our Road Map at: 
h ttp://w ik i.ubuntu-
w om e n.org/RoadMap

Ge t starte d on your list of 
dre am s and ch e ck  back  ne xt 
m onth  for th e  ne xt ste p in 
m ak ing ch ange  h appe n. 

http://wiki.ubuntu-women.org/RoadMap
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UUBBUUNNTTUU  YYOO UUTTHH
W ritte n by Andre w  from  w w w.Te e nsO nLinux.org

Th e  future  of O pe n Source  is  in th e  Young Pe ople  of today; th at's  
w h y th is  corne r of th e  m agazine  is  for young pe ople  or s im ply 
th os e  w h o are  young at h e art.

Ch ance s  are  th at if you are  
re ading th is , you are  a stude nt, 
w h ich  m e ans th at e ve ry w e e k day 
you com e  h om e  w ith  at le ast an 
h our's  w orth  of h om e w ork . 
Unfortunate ly, at th e  tim e  of 
w riting, th e re  doe s  not ye t e xist a 
h om e w ork  solve r in th e  Ubuntu 
re pos itorie s .

Th e re  are , h ow e ve r a fe w  
program s th at I us e  on a re gular 
bas is  to h e lp m e  w ith  m y ow n 
h om e w ork . In th is  article  I w ill list 
a fe w  apps th at just m igh t h e lp 
you as you go about your studie s .

 - Probably th e  be st 
calculator th e re  is . It is  e asy to 
us e , but it also h as  advance d 
fe ature s  such  as  trigonom e tric, 
logarith m ic, and e xpone ntial 
functions . CLI junk ie s  m ay lik e  bc, 
w h ich  is  e s s e ntial Abak us , but 
olde r and w ith  no GUI. To ge t 
abak us , install th e  'abak us ' 
pack age . bc com e s  pre installe d 
on Ubuntu.

 - I w asn't going to include  
an office  suite  in th is , but KO ffice  is  
uniq ue . It com e s  w ith  th e  KO ffice  
W ork space , w h e re  you can cre ate  
anyth ing - spre ads h e e ts , 
pre s e ntations , graph ics  - all from  one  
m ain w indow !

All your docum e nts are  on nice  
little  tabs at th e  bottom  of th e  
scre e n. So if you h ave  a big proje ct 
com ing up, you can be  w ork ing on 
th e  pape r on one  tab, m ak ing a ch art 
on anoth e r and cre ating a slide s h ow  
on anoth e r tab! It also include s  a 

fancy "Function Editor" for th os e  
of you in advance d m ath s .

 - Th at's  righ t. An IRC 
clie nt. Fre e node  is  probably m y 
te ch  support for life . Th e re  are  
th ousands of sm art pe ople  on 
IRC e ve ry day, m any of th e m  
w illing to h e lp h is  ne igh bor. Just 
m ak e  sure  th at w h e n you as k , 
as k  once  and w ait for an answ e r. 
Also be  sure  to as k  in th e  righ t 
place , don't go to # # pyth on 
as k ing h ow  th e  Fre nch  
Re volution affe cte d th e  re st of 
Europe ! And ple as e , for th e  love  
of all th at is  good, ne ve r spe ak  
in 1337 5p3@ k  (le e t spe ak ). It's  
annoying, incons ide rate , and no 
one  w ill w ant to h e lp you.

I h ope  you find th e s e  
program s as us e ful as I do. If you 
h ave  any m ore  sugge stions for 
apps th at are  us e ful in an 
acade m ic s e tting, ple as e  provide  
fe e dback ! W e  love  to h e ar from  
you!

http://www.TeensOnLinux.org
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SSOO UUNNDD   BBIITTEESS
W ritte n by Matth e w  Ross i

H e re  are  som e  th ings you m ay h e ar on th e  ne xt e pisode  of th e  
podcast. If you h ave  an ide a or w ant to tak e  part th e n e m ail our 
h ost, Matth e w  Ross i, at podcast@ fullcircle m agazine .org

O n Fe b 2, 2008 I atte nde d 
th e  linux.conf.au ope n day 
at th e  Unive rs ity of 

Me lbourne  in m y native  Australia. 
Th e  ope n day w as a fitting w ay to 
cap off a succe s sful confe re nce  
w e e k  w h ich  include d various talk s 
ranging from  Microk e rne ls to 
Rock e ts . I didn't h ave  th e  privile ge  
of going to th e  actual confe re nce  
lik e  m any oth e rs , but if you are  
lik e  m e  and w ant to h ave  a look  at 
w h at w as discuss e d, th e re  are  
s e ve ral vide os w h ich  can be  found 
online  [1]

Th e  O pe n Day saw  a lot of Linux 
distributions and corporate  
re pre s e ntation from  
th e  lik e s  of Ubuntu, 
Fe dora/Re d H at, 
Ge ntoo, Ce ntO S, 
H P, and Google . 
Th e re  w as 
re pre s e ntation from  
th e  Linux Us e rs  of 
Victoria, th e  
Syste m  

Adm inistrators Guild 
of Australia, Myth TV 
and W ik im e dia 
am ong oth e rs . Th e re  
w e re  oth e r 
inte re sting de m os 
such  as  th e  ope n 
source  dance  m at, 
Fre ts on Fire , th e  XO  
laptop, th e  Asus EEE 
PC, and to cap it off; 
us ing Se cond Life  as a pow e r sw itch  
to any de vice  incorporate d w ith  
Infrare d te ch nology (th e y us e d a fan 
to de m onstrate , but th e  h ack  could 
be  us e d to control th e  flow  of any 
pow e r source ).

I w as also give n a lot 
of fre e bie s  such  as  a 
Google  Note book , a 
SAGE pe n, m agne ts , 
stick e rs  and e ve n a 
"Cable  Manage m e nt 
Syste m ". I re ally 
e njoye d th e  O pe n Day. 
Ne xt ye ar th e  annual 
confe re nce  w ill be  

h oste d at th e  
Unive rs ity of 
Tasm ania in 
H obart, so I 
appe al to all 
Linux ne rds out 
th e re : le t's  all 
m arch  dow n 
South  to th e  
Island State  ne xt 
January!

And don't forge t! Full Circle  
Podcast # 1 w ill be  com ing out 
soon. If you are  available  to 
com e  onto th e  s h ow  as a 
pane list, ple as e  e m ail m e  at 
podcast@ fullcircle m agazine .org.
 You ne e d Sk ype  to participate . 
Th e  re cording is  q uite  laid back , 
not too ge e k y, and is  (w e  h ope ) 
e njoyable . Your contribution w ill 
be  gre atly appre ciate d.

[1] - 
ftp://m irror.inte rnode .on.ne t/pub/
linux.conf.au/2008/ 

mailto:podcast@fullcirclemagazine.org
ftp://mirror.internode.on.net/pub/linux.conf.au/2008/
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LLEETTTTEERRSS Eve ry m onth  w e  lik e  to publis h  som e  of th e  e m ails w e  re ce ive . If you w ould lik e  to 
subm it a le tte r for publication, com plim e nt or com plaint, ple as e  e m ail it to: 
le tte rs@ fullcircle m agazine .org. PLEASE NOTE: som e  le tte rs  m ay be  e dite d for space  re asons.

I h ave  just starte d playing w ith  
Ubuntu, alth ough  W indow s still 
pays m y bills, I just discove re d 

 and I'm  e njoying it. 
Th e  h ints and tips  w ill com e  in 
ve ry h andy, th e  picture s  are  cool 
too.

W ould it be  poss ible  to add 
som e  k ind of dire ct dow nload link  
for e ach  is sue  or m aybe  an ftp 
link ? H aving to ope n e ach  is sue  in 
a brow s e r is  a bit te dious .

I'm  h aving a proble m  printing 
th e  is sue s , m y printe r tak e s  
fore ve r to print. I also notice d th at 
be fore  printing, Acrobat re ade r 
'flatte ns" th e  page s . Any 
sugge stions?

Ed: 

.

LETTER OF TH E M ONTH W rite r of Le tte r of th e  Month  w ins  
tw o m e tal Ubuntu cas e  badge s!

I re ad your article  
about CNR in Full 
Circle  Magazine  is sue  
8 and I re ally disagre e  
w ith  your conclus ion. I 
h ave  te ste d CNR 
m ys e lf and th e re  w e re  
so m any is sue s  and 

bugs th at I re ally w ould give  only one  star 
out of five . And th is  star w ould only be  for 
th e  ide a its e lf.
CNR could be  th e  future  of pack age  
installation but curre ntly it's  so buggy th at 
you couldn't us e  it prope rly w ith  anoth e r 
pack ack ing syste m . H e re  are  som e  
proble m s :
• pack age  installation w ith out root 
passw ord (poss ible  s e curity ris k ).
• not usable  w ith out th e  Inte rne t (it m ust 
dow nload a de b from  th e  CNR re po).
• no ch e ck  for pre viously installe d 
softw are  from  Ubuntu (w ill ove rw rite  any 
pack age , e ve n if ne w e r), update -m anage r 
of Ubuntu w ill re port th at th e re  are  ne w e r 
pack age s  and ove rw rite  th e  old from  CNR.

• m ixing of de pe ncie s  from  Ubuntu 
and CNR re po.
• no com m e nt th at furth e r pack age s  
w ill be  installe d.
• no poss ibility do uninstall as 
de pe nde ncy installe d pack age s  from  
CNR.
• no ch e ck  for oth e r running pack age  
m anage rs , apt-install w ill fail w ith  a 
w rong m e s sage .
• doe s  not lock  pack age  m anage m e nt 
syste m  afte r start.
• no poss ibility to stop an installation, 
you can close  th e  install w indow  w ith  
th e  "X" button but it still runs in 
back ground.
• no re us e  of pack age s  alre ady store d 
in /var/cach e /cnr/clie nt/pool.
So I re ally could not unde rstand your 
te st or agre e  w ith  your conclus ion.

mailto:letters@fullcirclemagazine.org
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First of all th ank s  for a gre at 
m agazine . I just re ad th e  
ne w s  s e ction of is sue  9 . In 

th e  article  'Linux D e ve lopm e nt 
More  Lik e  Social Ne tw ork  Says 
Torvalds' th e re  is  th e  ve ry 
unfortunate  s e nte nce : ".. w h o h as  
w ritte n approxim ate ly 2%  of th e  
Linux code  s ince  cre ating th e  
ope rating syste m  in 19 9 0"

Now  Linus Torvalds h as  not 
cre ate d an ope rating syste m , h e  
m ade  th e  k e rne l for it, and th e  
k e rne l is  th e  one  th at is  nam e d 
Linux. I k now  th at you guys h ave  
a source  for th is  article , but you 
still h ave  to be  critical of th e  
conte nt to avoid pass ing on 
e rrone ous inform ation lik e  th is  in 
th e  future .

Ed: 

.

K ubuntu bundle s a pack age  
calle d gtk -q t-e ngine  by de fault 
(re : GNOME apps in KDE4).

Th is  pack age  e nsure s  th at GTK+  
applications look  lik e  Qt applications 
on KDE.  As th is  e ngine  is  w ritte n for 
Qt 3.x, it s e e m s  to not w ork  for Qt 4 
w h ich  KDE 4 us e s .

Ed: 

.

I just re ad th e  late st is sue  and as a 
h appy O pe nTTD us e r I couldn't 
h e lp but notice  th at th e  

installation m e th od can be  e ve n 
e as ie r by us ing AutoPack age . 
O pe nTTD is  one  th e  program s us ing 
AutoPack age  and it is  th e  e as ie st 
w ay to install Ope nTTD in m y opinion 
- it e ve n dow nloads th e  data file s  
autom atically. You can find 
AutoPack age  h e re : 
h ttp://w w w.autopack age .org

Ed: 

.

D e ar Editor and e ne m y of 
all th ings printe d.

D id you actually h ave  a look  at 
th e  ge ne rate d PDF and cons ide r 
printing as a lice nce -pe rm itte d 
action by re ade rs? Try it in 
Acrobat Re ade r 8 and e njoy 
be ing unable  to postproce s s  th e  
ge ne rate d postscript. You cannot 
scale  or rotate  it prope rly.

Furth e rm ore , m any of th e  URLs 
h ave  e m be dde d space s . Try 
copying th e m  - m ore  ofte n th an 
not, you'll find th e  URL plus a 
sle w  of blank s  adde d in arbitrary 
place s .

Ed: 

http://www.autopackage.org
http://kde-apps.org
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QQ && AA
W ritte n by Robe rt Clips h am

If you h ave  an Ubuntu re late d q ue stion w h ich  ne e ds  answ e ring, e m ail it to us h e re  
at q ue stions@ fullcircle m agazine .org, and w e 'll pass  th e m  to Robe rt for answ e ring in 
a future  is sue . Ple as e  include  as m uch  inform ation as you can about your proble m .

Q  

A Ye s  it is . You can us e  an 
application calle d 
'Scre e nle ts' w h ich  can be  

dow nloade d from  
h ttp://dow nloads .source forge .ne t/s
cre e nle ts (ge t th e  .de b file ). For a 
list of re q uire m e nts , s e e  
h ttp://w w w.scre e nle ts .org/inde x.ph
p/FAQ.

Q  

A Th e  ne xt long te rm  s e rvice  
re le as e  of Ubuntu w ill be  
8.04 H ardy H e ron, due  for 

re le as e  in April th is  ye ar. Note  
th at Kubuntu 8.04 w ill NOT be  an 
LTS.

Q  

A If you m ust h ave  th e  
W YSIW YG e ditor,  is  
available  in th e  re pos itorie s , 

and s h ould do e ve ryth ing you ne e d. 
If it is  not for you, you could try 

, w h ich  also h as  a 
W YSIW YG e ditor plus th ousands of 
oth e r pow e rful fe ature s  and is  q uite  
s im ilar to Dre am w e ave r. For syntax 
h igh ligh ting te xt e ditors s e e  gEdit 
(Ubuntu) and Kate  (Kubuntu).

Q  

A To s e t up m ultiple  m onitors on 
Ubuntu, look  at th e  th re ad 
be low. As th e re  are  s e ve ral 

w ays of doing it (de pe nding on your 
graph ics  card e tc), you'll ne e d to s e e  

w h ich  is  righ t for your s e t up. An 
im portant ste p no m atte r w h ich  
you do, is  to back  up your 
/e tc/X11/xorg.conf by doing:

sudo cp /etc/X11/xorg.conf 
/etc/X11/xorg.conf_backup

in a te rm inal.

h ttp://ubuntuforum s .org/s h ow th re ad.ph
p?t=221174

Q  

A Th e  program  you w ant is  
calle d . It is  
available  th rough  th e  

unive rs e  re pos itorie s . For a guide  
to configure  it, s e e  th e  link  be low.
h ttp://ubuntuforum s .org/s h ow th re ad.ph
p?t=205865 

mailto:questions@fullcirclemagazine.org
http://downloads.sourceforge.net/screenlets
http://www.screenlets.org/index.php/FAQ
http://ubuntuforums.org/showthread.php?t=221174
http://ubuntuforums.org/showthread.php?t=205865 
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MM YY  DD EESSKK TTOO PP

At th e  m om e nt I am  us ing Ubuntu 7.10 w ith  an 
Inte l Pe ntium  dual-core  1.8GH z, 1GB RAM, 
256MB Inte l GMA 9 50 and a 160GB H DD .

In m y install I us e  Com piz Fus ion. I h ave  a 
pe rsonalize d de s k top cre ate d by installing 
"Mac4Lin_GTK_Aq ua_v0.3" and th e  icon pack age  
"nuove TX.2.2" and th e  font UnDotum  (all are  
available  at w w w.gnom e -look .org). To supple m e nt it, I 
installe d "Avant W indow  Navigator" (AW N), som e th ing 
s im ilar to O bje ctDock  on W indow s . I find noth ing 
w rong w ith  th e  de fault Ubuntu w allpape r so I h ave  
not ch ange d it.

Your ch ance  to s h ow  th e  w orld your de s k top or PC. Em ail your scre e ns h ots and 
ph otos to: m isc@ fullcircle m agazine .org and include  a brie f paragraph  about your 
de s k top, your PC's spe cs and any oth e r inte re sting tidbits  about your s e tup.

I w ante d to le arn Linux th is  sum m e r and I h ad h e ard 
th at Ubuntu w as e xce lle nt. I also ch os e  Ubuntu 
be caus e  th e  CD w as e asy to ge t.

Since  th e n I h ave  be e n us ing th is  syste m . Mostly I 
us e  it to program  and it h as  alw ays w ork e d w e ll. I also 
us e  Ubuntu Studio. If you look  at m y de s k top you w ill 
th e n unde rstand h ow  e xcite d I am !

mailto:misc@fullcirclemagazine.org
http://www.gnome-look.org
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TTOO PP55  CCHH EESSSS  GGAAMM EESS
W ritte n by Andre w  Min

H om e page : h ttp://k nigh ts .source forge .ne t/

An oldis h  (but still 
w onde rful) program , Knigh ts  
is  probably th e  m ost fully 
fe ature d of all of th e  
program s liste d. Be gun back  
in 2001, Knigh ts  sports a 
nice  KDE inte rface  w ith  
support for additional (30+ ) 
th e m e s . You can play s ingle  
playe r against alm ost all th e  
ch e s s  e ngine s  available  for 
Linux (including BabyCh e s s , 
Cilian, Crafty, D e e p Sje ng, Faile , GNUCh e s s , 
Knigh tCap, Pe pito, Ph alanx, Sje ng, and Yace ), or 
play online  at th e  FICS, th e  Inte rne t Ch e s s  Club, 
th e  Global Ch e s s  Se rve r, or Ch e s s .ne t. Th e re 's  also 
advance d fe ature s  such  as  printing notation.

To install Knigh ts , s im ply grab th e   
pack age  in th e  unive rs e  re pos itory. 

Your m onth ly list of Linux gam e s  or applications 
from  th e  de pth s  of th e  Inte rne t. If you h ave  an ide a 
for a list, ple as e  e m ail: m isc@ fullcircle m agazine .org

H om e page : h ttp://brutalch e s s .source forge .ne t/

Brutal Ch e s s  is  a ve ry 
cool 3D ch e s s  gam e . 
Alth ough  it h as  alm ost 
no configuration 
options , th is  pow e rful 
SDL gam e  runs on both  
W indow s and Linux and 
is  probably th e  be st 
look ing ch e s s  gam e  on 
th is  list. Board panning 
(us ing th e  righ t m ous e  button), re fle ctions , and 
s h adow s are  all a part of th is  stunningly be autiful 
ch e s s  gam e . Now  if only th e  de ve lope rs  w ould add 
FICS support, Brutal Ch e s s  w ould be  IMH O  com ple te  
(unfortunate ly, it look s  lik e  Brutal Ch e s s  is  curre ntly 
de ad).

To install Brutal Ch e s s , just ge t th e   
pack age  from  th e  unive rs e  re pos itory. 

mailto:misc@fullcirclemagazine.org
http://knights.sourceforge.net
http://brutalchess.sourceforge.net/
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H om e page : 
h ttp://w w w.dre am ch e s s .org/

Anoth e r gam e  m ore  focus e d on look s  
th an pow e r, Dre am Ch e s s  is  an O pe nGL 
gam e  th at is  sligh tly m ore  advance d 
th an Brutal Ch e s s . It include s  both  s ingle  
and (local) m ultiplaye r gam e  type s , and 
w h at m ak e s  it e ve n be tte r th an Brutal 
Ch e s s  is  th at you can configure  th e  AI 
le ve l (th e  Dre am e r e ngine , alth ough  you 
can add oth e r e ngine s). Dre am ch e s s  
and Knigh ts  are  also th e  only gam e s  
th at le t you save  and load.
You can ge t th e  official pack age  
(dre am ch e s s) from  th e  unive rs e  
re pos itory. Unfortunate ly, alth ough  th e  
late st ve rs ion of Dre am Ch e s s  is  0.2, th e  
ve rs ion in th e  re pos itory is  0.1. Luck ily, 
Ge tDe b.ne t h as  th e  ne w e r ve rs ion. Ge t 
it at 
h ttp://w w w.ge tde b.ne t/app/Dre am Ch e s s . 

poue tCh e s s

H om e page : 
h ttp://poue tch e s s .source forge .ne t/

Anoth e r re source  h ungry 3D ch e s s  gam e , 
poue tCh e s s  (built w ith  SDL and O pe nGL) is  
a pow e rful inte rface  to th e  Faile  ch e s s  
e ngine . It's  got AI configuration (ranging 
from  "Ne w bie " to "I'm  Kasparov" and us ing 
th e  Faile  e ngine ), Englis h  and Fre nch  
language s , and m ultiplaye r (locally). Lik e  
Brutal Ch e s s , it also le ts you pan th e  board 
w ith  your righ t m ous e  button. It's  not 
e xtre m e ly pow e rful and you s h ouldn't 
e xpe ct a lot of custom ization, but if you 
dislik e d Dre am Ch e s s  or Brutal Ch e s s , 
poue tCh e s s  is  a good alte rnative .
To install poue tCh e s s , us e  th e   
pack age  from  th e  unive rs e  re pos itory. 

H om e page : 
h ttp://w w w.be rgo.e ng.br/e board/

If you're  s ick  of all th os e  fancy 3D 
gam e s  th at don't do m uch  be s ide s  play 
against one  AI oppone nt, give  e board a 
try. Alth ough  th e  graph ics  are  only 2D, 
it w ork s  w ith  FICS (and any oth e r FICS-
com pliant s e rve r), h as  m ultiplaye r 
(ove r th e  inte rne t!), include s  PGN 
saving support, and w ork s  out of th e  
box w ith  th e  GNU Ch e s s , Crafty, and 
Sje ng e ngine s  (and w ork s  w ith  oth e rs  
w ith  a little  tink e ring). And for pow e r 
us e rs , it h as  a nice  console  to w ork  
w ith .
To install e board us e  th e   
pack age  in th e  unive rs e  re pos . 

http://www.dreamchess.org
http://www.getdeb.net/app/DreamChess
http://pouetchess.sourceforge.net
http://www.bergo.eng.br/eboard/
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HH OO WW   TTOO   CCOO NNTTRRIIBBUUTTEE

W e  are  alw ays look ing for ne w  article s to include  in Full Circle . For article  guide line s , 
ide as , and for is sue  translation, ple as e  s e e  our w ik i: 
h ttp://w ik i.ubuntu.com /UbuntuMagazine
Ple as e  e m ail your article s to: article s@ fullcircle m agazine .org

Full Circle  Te am
 - Ronnie  Tuck e r

ronnie @ fullcircle m agazine .org
 - Rob Ke rfia

adm in@ fullcircle m agazine .org
 - Robe rt Clips h am

m rm onday@ fullcircle m agazine .org
 - Matth e w  Ross i

podcast@ fullcircle m agazine .org

Sam ue l Barratt
Robe rt Clips h am
Danie l Coh e n
Ph ilipp H öh n
Andre w  Min
Vid Aye r

David Dam pie r Andre w  Min
Ryan H artlage         Matth e w  H olde r
David Maino

And our th ank s  go out to 
, th e  

 and th e  m any translation 
te am s around th e  w orld.

If you w ould lik e  to subm it ne w s , e m ail it to:
ne w s@ fullcircle m agazine .org

Se nd your com m e nts or Linux e xpe rie nce s  to:
le tte rs@ fullcircle m agazine .org

H ardw are /softw are  re vie w s  s h ould be  s e nt to:
re vie w s@ fullcircle m agazine .org

Que stions for future  inte rvie w s  s h ould go to:
q ue stions@ fullcircle m agazine .org

Lists and de s k top/PC ph otos s h ould be  
e m aile d to:
m isc@ fullcircle m agazine .org

If you h ave  q ue stions , you can vis it our forum :
w w w.fullcircle m agazine .org

Sunday 02nd March .

Friday 28th  March .

H AVE YOUR SAY
If you w ant to h ave  your say in h ow  
Full Circle  de ve lops, ple as e  atte nd our 
m onth ly IRC m e e ting.

You can find our ne xt Age nda at:
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .org/f2ba08
W e  w ant th e  input of you, th e  re ade r, 
to h e lp us m ak e  de cis ions th at affe ct 
th e  m agazine .
Ne xt ge ne ral, all w e lcom e , m e e ting: 

.
Me e tings tak e  place  in th e  IRC ch anne l 

, w h ich  is  on th e  
irc.fre e node .ne t s e rve r. O r you can us e  
our w e bIRC page  w h ich  is  at 
h ttp://irc.fullcircle m agazine .org and it 
w ill allow  you to inte ract w ith  our IRC 
ch anne l from  w ith in your w e b brow s e r.

http://wiki.ubuntu.com/UbuntuMagazine
http://ubuntuforums.org/forumdisplay.php?f=270
mailto:news@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:letters@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:reviews@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:questions@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:misc@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:ronnie@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:admin@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:mrmonday@fullcirclemagazine.org
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/f2ba08
mailto:articles@fullcirclemagazine.org
http://irc.fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:podcast@fullcirclemagazine.org



