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Th is  m agaz ine  w as  cre ate d us ing :

Th ank s  to : linuxge e k e ry for th e  w e bs ite  and .org nam e , m yk alRe born, 
uk ubuntu and m rm onday for th e  full circle  logo. UbuntuForum s .org for le tting us  
s pam  th e ir forum  w h ile  organis ing all th is . Th e  Ubuntu Mark e ting Te am  for 
h e lping us  prom ote  and dis tribute  th is  m agaz ine . And above  all; th e  Ubuntu 
com m unity - as  a w h ole  - for be ing one  big, h e lpful h appy, fam ily.

You m ay notice  a fe w  ch ange s  in th e  de s ign th is  m onth  (h e  
s ays  w ith  a h e alth y dos e  of s arcas m ). W e  re ce ive d q uite  a 
bit of fe e dback , both  good and bad, on th e  de s ign of is s ue  
one . W ith  th is  is s ue  w e  h ope  to addre s s  th os e  proble m s . 
W e  als o w is h  to apologis e  for th e  gram m atical e rrors  w h ich  
s lippe d th rough  las t m onth . No one  pe rs on is  to blam e , 
m is tak e s  h appe n and w e 'll k e e p an e ye  out for th e m  th is  
is s ue .
Oth e r th an s om e  s m all niggle s , is s ue  #1 w as  a roaring 
s ucce s s . Our s e rve r m anage d to h old up to 'th e  Digg e ffe ct' 
and s e rve d in e xce s s  of 15,000 dow nloads  w ith in th e  firs t 
24h ours  of re le as e  tim e .
W h at de ligh ts  do w e  h ave  for you th is  is s ue ? W e ll, w e  h ave  
tutorials  on Virtual Private  Ne tw ork ing (VPN), ins talling 
Ubuntu on a Mac, h ow  one  m an conve rte d h is  80 ye ar-old 
Grandm oth e r into an Ubuntu us e r (!) and an e xce lle nt 
re vie w  of a Sys te m 76 Darte r laptop. And, of cours e , so 
m uch  m ore !
Re m e m be r: if you w ant to h ave  your s ay about th e  
m agaz ine  com e  and vis it us  in our m onth ly, all w e lcom e , 
m e e ting. Se e  th e  las t page  of th is  is s ue  for date s  and tim e s .
All th e  be st,
Ronnie
Editor

EEDD IITTOO RRIIAALL

http://www.scribus.net
http://www.openoffice.org
http://www.gimp.org
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Ubuntu Not Signing M icrosoft 
Pate nt De al
Ubuntu founde r M ark  
Sh uttle w orth , h as  m ade  it cle ar 
th at Ubuntu is n't inte re s te d in 
form ing a de al w ith  M icros oft along 
th e  line s  of th os e  re ce ntly re ach e d 
by Lins pire , Xandros  and Nove ll.
"W e  h ave  de cline d to discuss  any 
agre e m e nt w ith  M icrosoft unde r 
th e  th re at of unspe cifie d pate nt 
infringe m e nts," Sh uttle w orth  s aid 
in a blog pos t on Saturday.
H is  re m ark s  follow  s pe culation in 
th e  pre s s  th at, follow ing Lins pire 's  
agre e m e nt w ith  M icros oft las t 
w e e k , Lins pire  partne r Ubuntu 
m igh t follow  s uit.
H ow e ve r, as  w ith  re ce nt Micros oft 
agre e m e nts  w ith  Nove ll and 
Xandros , anoth e r as pe ct of th e  
de al h as  be e n rais ing h ack le s  in 
th e  ope n s ource  com m unity - th e  
purch as e  by Lins pire  of prote ction 
from  pate nt law s uits .
M icros oft s ays  Linux infringe s  a 
num be r of its  pate nts , and th at 
Linux com panie s  s h ould s ign up to 
pate nt lice ns ing de als . 
Sh uttle w orth  s aid Micros oft's  
inte lle ctual prope rty argum e nts  are  
not valid, and th at in any cas e  an 
agre e m e nt offe ring prote ction from  
th e m  w ould be  no re al barrie r to 
litigation.
h ttp://w w w .te ch w orld.com

NNEEWW SS

Taiw an Firm  to Launch  Ope n 
Source  M obile  Ph one
Th e  NEO19 73, from  First 
Inte rnational Com pute r (FIC), is  
planne d as  th e  firs t of a s e rie s  of 
ph one s  bas e d around th e  
Ope nM ok o platform .
W illiam  Lai, of Ope nMok o's  
com m unity de ve lopm e nt 
de partm e nt, s aid th at th e  2.5G 
touch -s cre e n ph one  w ill be  
available  online  from  Ope nMok o 
price d at US$350. Th e  ph one  is  
e xpe cte d to be  re ady in 
Se pte m be r.
Ope nMok o w as  s e t up by FIC to 
de ve lop th e  ope n s ource  platform  
for th e  ph one . FIC is  m ak ing 
h ardw are  s pe cifications  available  
to s oftw are  de ve lope rs  and is  
w ork ing clos e ly w ith  th e m .
Th e  ph one  com m unicate s  on 
GSM (Global Sys te m  for Mobile  
com m unications ) ne tw ork s  and 
s e nds  data us ing GPRS (Ge ne ral 
Pack e t Radio Se rvice ), offe ring 
data rate s  of around 60 k bps  to 
80 k bps .
Expe cte d fe ature s  include  a 266 
MH z  Sam s ung CPU, 64 MB of 
Flas h  m e m ory, 128 MB of DRAM, 
Blue tooth , W iFi, GPS (global 
pos itioning s ys te m ), 3-D graph ics  
acce le ration and m otion s e ns ing 
acce le rom e te rs . 
h ttp://w w w .linuxins ide r.com

http://www.techworld.com
http://www.openmoko.org/
http://www.linuxinsider.com
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NNEEWW SS

Ubuntu H om e  Se rve r Edition
A ne w  h om e  s e rve r dis tribution of 
Ubuntu is  in de ve lopm e nt.  Nam e d 
Ubuntu H om e  Se rve r, it is  com pe ting 
agains t W indow s  H om e  Se rve r 
w h ich  is  curre ntly in be ta.  Ubuntu 
H om e  Se rve r is  s till in planning and 
de ve lopm e nt s tage s  and as  ye t th e re  
is  no re le as e  date  planne d. 
De ve lope rs  are  ne e de d s o if you 
th ink  you can h e lp ple as e  vis it 
w w w .ubuntuh om e s e rve r.org to ge t 
m ore  de tails .

Re dH at Ne xt To Sign Pate nt De al?
"W e 'd love  to do th e  sam e  de al w ith  
Re d H at," s aid Tom  Robe rts on, 
ge ne ral m anage r of corporate  
inte rope rability and s tandards  at 
Micros oft. "W e 're  alw ays  ope n to 
talk ing w ith  th e m ."
Th at s e ntim e nt h as  not s o far be e n 
e ch oe d by Re d H at's . Th e  com pany 
h as  s aid it's  not inte re s te d in a de al. 
Re d H at s pok e s w om an Le igh  Day 
s aid th at is  s till th e  cas e .
"W e  continue  to be lie ve  th at ope n 
s ource  and th e  innovation it 
re pre s e nts  s h ould not be  s ubje ct to an 
uns ubs tantiate d tax th at lack s  
trans pare ncy," s h e  s aid.
Still, s om e  w onde r - as  M icros oft line s  
up th e  oth e r Linux duck s  in a ne at 
little  row  - if Re d H at m igh t be  ne xt, 
and rum ours  s ugge s t a pact m igh t be  
im m ine nt.
h ttp://w w w .com pute rw orlduk .com

Ve ne zue lan Gove rnm e nt to s e ll 
Linux- bas e d Com pute rs
Th e  Ve ne z ue lan gove rnm e nt h as  
officially launch e d th e  Bolivarian 
Com pute r initiative , a proje ct th at 
aim s  to m as s  produce  low -cos t 
Linux-bas e d laptop and de s k top 
com pute rs  for us e  in gove rnm e nt 
program s  and e ve ntual s ale  to th e  
public. Th e  com pute rs , w h ich  are  all 
be ing m anufacture d in Ve ne z ue la in 
th e  s tate  of Falcon, w e re  de ve lope d 
by Ve ne z ue la's  M inis try of Ligh t, 
Indus try, and Com m e rce  in 
collaboration w ith  th e  H ong Kong-
bas e d Ins pur Group.
Pricing range s  from  $405 to $1,400 
for various  m ode ls  de pe nding on th e  
h ardw are  configuration. "Th e  price  
of oth e r s im ilar brands  is  $9 30, and 
th e  price  of our com pute r is  $69 0, 
alm os t 40 pe rce nt le s s ," s ays  
Ve ne z ue lan pre s ide nt H ugo Ch ave z , 
de s cribing one  particular m ode l. 
"But, in addition, it h as  an adde d 
value , give n th at it com e s  w ith  ope n-
s ource  s oftw are  and a th re e  ye ar 
guarante e , w h ile  oth e r brands  only 
offe r one  ye ar."
Ve ne z ue la is n't th e  firs t country in 
South  Am e rica to pus h  adoption of 
Linux and ope n s ource  s oftw are . 
Th e  Linux ope rating s ys te m  is  
w ide ly us e d in Braz il, w h e re  an 
e nth us ias tic gove rnm e nt te ch nology 
m inis te r once  e xpre s s e d a de s ire  to 
cre ate  a "contine nt of ope n s ource ."
h ttp://arste ch nica.com

http://www.ubuntuhomeserver.org
http://www.computerworlduk.com
http://arstechnica.com
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FFLLAAVVOO UURR  OO FF  TTHH EE  MM OO NNTTHH
W ritte n by Robe rt Clips h am

Las t m onth  w e  s h ow e d you h ow  s im ple  it w as  to ins tall Ubuntu, and th is  m onth  w e  w ill do th e  s am e  
w ith  Kubuntu. Kubuntu is  th e  s am e  ope rating s ys te m  as  Ubuntu, but w ith  s om e  obvious  diffe re nce s .

Th e  firs t th ing you w ill notice , look ing at 
th e  s cre e n s h ots , is  th e  lack  of brow n in 
Kubuntus  de fault de s k top. Th is  is  
be caus e  Kubuntu us e s  a diffe re nt us e r 
inte rface . Th e  us e r inte rface  is  h ow  you 
inte ract w ith  your com pute r; th is  could be  
us ing a te rm inal or k ons ole , typing in 
com m ands  w h ich  your com pute r w ill 
re s pond to; or it could be  a graph ical 
inte rface , lik e  you s e e  in Kubuntu/Ubuntu. 

Th e  us e r inte rface s  h e re  are  th e  K  
de s k top e nvironm e nt –  KDE –  and th e  
GNU Obje ct Mode l Environm e nt –  
GNOME. You s h ould try both , to s e e  
w h ich  you pre fe r. If you can't de icide , 
don't w orry, both  can re s ide  h appily s ide  
by s ide  on th e  s am e  com pute r.
Installing
Once  you h ave  done  all of th e  bas ic 
th ings  m e ntione d in las t m onth s  'Flavour 
of th e  Month ', you can be gin ins talling 
Kubuntu. Start 
by placing th e  
CD in your 
drive , and 
re s tarting your 
com pute r. At th e  
m e nu (righ t) 

ch oos e  th e  "Ch e ck  Dis k " option, th e n 
ch oos e  "Start or Ins tall Kubuntu." Once  
th e  blue  bar (be low ) h as  finis h e d rock ing, 
you w ill be  s h ow n a s plas h  s cre e n te lling 
you w h at is  loading.

You w ill th e n arrive  at th e  Kubuntu 
de s k top (be low  righ t), and you w ill h ave  a 
full ope rating s ys te m  w ith  s e ve ral ope n 
s ource  applications  to w ork  w ith , including:
Full Office  s uite
Ins tant Me s s aging
W e b brow s e r
and IRC clie nt
Once  you h ave  
finis h e d playing, 
you can click  th e  "Ins tall" icon on th e  
de s k top, to s tart ins talling Kubuntu.

Kubuntu (above  le ft) and Ubuntu (above  righ t)
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Th e  firs t th ing th e  ins talle r w ill as k  is  w h at 
your pre fe rre d language  is  : 

Ch oos e  it, and click  ne xt to continue . It 
th e n as k s  w h e re  you are  from , s o it can 
s e t th e  tim e , and m ak e  s ure  you ge t th e  
fas te s t update s  pos s ible .
Once  it k now s  w h e re  you are , it w ill as k  
you your k e yboard layout (be low ), s o th at 
w h e n you pre s s  a k e y on your k e yboard, 
it w ill put th e  righ t le tte r on th e  s cre e n. 
Th e  m ain k e ys  th at could caus e  proble m s  
are  “  and @ . If th e s e  are  s w itch e d, you 
h ave  s e le cte d th e  w rong layout.

Th e  ins talle r w ill now  as k  you h ow  you 
w ould lik e  to partition your h ard drive . 
Th e  de fault option (Re s iz e  partition) is  
us ually fine , it w ill s plit your h ard drive  
into tw o ch unk s , one  for W indow s  and 
one  for Kubuntu.

On th e  ne xt s cre e n, you w ill be  as k e d if 
you w ould lik e  to im port any s e ttings  from  
anoth e r us e r, on a w indow s  partition for 
e xam ple . You can trans fe r all your 
docum e nts , your de s k top back ground e tc. 
If th e  s e tup can not de te ct any us e rs , it 
w ill give  you a s cre e n as k ing for your 
de tails  (be low ), s o you can log on w h e n it 
is  ins talle d. K e e p you pas s w ord s afe !

Th e  final s te p te lls  you all your s e ttings , 
s o you can go back  and ch ange  th e m  if 
ne ce s s ary (be low  righ t). 
Th e re  are  als o 
s om e  advance d 
s e ttings , but if 
you are  uns ure  in 
w h at you are  
doing, don't 
ch ange  th e m .
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Finis h  by click ing th e  "Ins tall" button, 
w h ich  w ill finalis e  your s e ttings , and 
ins tall Kubuntu.

W h e n th e  ins tallation is  com ple te , click  
OK, and th e n us e  th e  K  m e nu to logout, 
and re s tart.

You can th e n log in (above ) w ith  th e  
us e rnam e  and pas s w ord, you ch os e  
e arlie r.
If all w e nt w e ll, th e n you w ill now  h ave  a 
dual boot s ys te m  w ith  Kubuntu and your 
oth e r ope rating s ys te m .
You can update  Kubuntu by click ing 
th e  th e  update  icon (righ t) in th e  
bottom  righ t of your tas k bar. Ente r 
your pas s w ord and follow  th e  
ins tructions  to m ak e  s ure  your 
s ys te m  is  up to date .
If you h ave  any proble m s , you can as k  in 
#ubuntu on ch at.fre e node .ne t, or on 
w w w .ubuntuforum s.org.

Kubuntu (be low )

http://www.ubuntuforums.org
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HH OO WW -- TTOO
W ritte n by Dark m aste r3

Th is  is  a ve ry s h ort Quick -Start Guide  and re vie w  for ins talling Ubuntu Fe is ty Faw n on an Inte l Mac 
Mini. Fe is ty is  th e  firs t Ubuntu dis tro to inte grate  s om e  ble e ding e dge  proprie tary drive rs  and a ve ry 
us e ful Re s tricte d Drive rs  Manage r, s o, th e  ins tallation is  s traigh t aw ay if you follow  th is  guide . You 
don't ne e d any com pute r ability to ach ie ve  a pe rfe ct re s ult. H ope  you e njoy it.

H ardw are  Spe cs
Firs t of all, th e  h ardw are  s pe cs  of th e  Inte l 
Mac Mini I ow n and us e d for th is  
ins tallation: 
Inte l Mac Mini
1.66Gh z  Inte l Core  Duo
512MB m e m ory
60GB h ard drive  
If you h ave  a m ore  pow e rful ve rs ion of th is  
m ach ine , don't w orry, it'll w ork  jus t th e  
s am e . 
Pre re q uis ite s
To ins tall Fe is ty Faw n on an Inte l Mac 
Mini you w ill ne e d to dow nload th e  
follow ing s oftw are : 
Ubuntu Fe is ty Faw n (Inte l X86) from  : 
h ttp://w w w .ubuntu.com /ge tubuntu/dow nload
BootCam p for OSX from  : 
h ttp://w w w .apple .com /m acos x/bootcam p/ 

Starting th e  re al w ork
And now  le t’s  s tart w ork ing: 
1) Ins tall BootCam p, run it and s plit your 
H D in 2 parts . Th e  partition inte nde d for 
W indow s  w ill be  th e  one  w e ’ll us e  to ins tall 
Fe is ty.
Le t's  s e e  s om e  illus trate d s te ps  to partition 
your dis c: 

a) Th e  BootCam p 
Icon (le ft)
b) H e re 's  th e  
BootCam p s cre e n 
(be low ) in w h ich  
you can s e t th e  
s iz e  of e ach  
partition. You 
ch oos e  h ow  big 

e ach  partition s h ould be  but re m e m be r 
th at Linux can ins tall s oftw are  only in its  
ow n partition, s o, m ak e  it big and 
continue ! Now  le ave  BootCam p w h e re  it 
is  and jum p to th e  ne xt s te p. 

2) Burn Ubuntu Fe is ty’s  ISO im age  (Us ing 
th e  “ Dis k  Utility” alre ady pre s e nt in OSX, 
Applications  – > Utilitie s ), ins e rt it into th e  
dis c drive . Afte r h aving burnt th e  ISO, 
re turn to BootCam p. Ignore  th e  "Start 
Ins tallation" button. Of cours e , w e  don't 
h ave  to ins tall W indow s , s o, ins e rt th e  
Ubuntu Fe is ty CD into th e  drive  and click  
on th e  Re s tart Mac OSX Button. 

http://www.ubuntu.com/getubuntu/download
http://www.apple.com/macosx/bootcamp/
https://wiki.ubuntu.com/BootCamp
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 3) K e e p th e  "Alt" k e y pre s s e d th e  
m om e nt you lis te n th e  clas s ic Mac booting 
s ound. A booting m e nu w ill appe ar, 
ch oos e  CD-ROM. Th e  Fe is ty Live  CD 
Me nu appe ars . You’ll probably be  unable  
to us e  th e  k e yboard in th is  m e nu, don’t 
w orry, jus t w ait. Afte r s om e  s e conds , 
Ubuntu Live  CD w ill s tart loading and 
you’ll be  tak e n into th e  Ubuntu Fe is ty 
de s k top. 
 4) W ow ! Th e  w ire le s s  card w ork s  w ith  th e  
ne w  pre -ins talle d re s tricte d drive rs ! Th e  
re s tricte d drive rs  m anage r w arns  you 
about th e  fact th at th e s e  drive rs  are  not 
ope ns ource : do you re ally care ? 
Pe rs onally, I’d love  OS drive rs  to e xis t for 
any h ardw are  but it is  not lik e  th at, s o, I 
pre fe r productivity ove r re nouncing on th e  
us e  of re s tricte d drive rs . Th e  Inte l 3D 
graph ic card, obvious ly, w ork s  out th e  box 
w ith  th e  built in Ope n Source  vide o drive r. 
Eve ryth ing is  pe rfe ct th e n! Le t’s  ins tall 
Ubuntu. 
 5) Double  click  on th e  Ins tall Icon on th e  
de s k top and ins tall Ubuntu as  norm al. 
Ch oos e  to e dit th e  partitions  m anually. 
Th is  part is  m uch  s im ple r now  th an in any 
pre ce de nt Ubuntu ve rs ion, I’m  ve ry glad 
of th at. Locate  th e  fat32 partition, de le te  it, 
it w ill be  conve rte d to fre e  s pace . Now  
cre ate  a ne w  partition from  th e  e m pty 
s pace , but re m e m be r to le ave  at le as t 600 
MB e m pty to cre ate  th e  Sw ap partition. 

Th is  ne w  partition w ill be  th e  one  us e d as  
root, your m ain Linux partition. As s ign to it 
th is  s ym bol “ /” and form at it as  e xt3. Now  
cre ate  a ne w  partition from  th e  re m aining 
fre e  s pace  and ch oos e  to us e  it as  
“ s w ap”. W e ’re  all s e t. Start Ins tallation 
and configure  it as  you w is h . 
 6) Re boot and re m e m be r: e ve ry tim e  you 
w ant to run Ubuntu Linux, you’ll h ave  to 
k e e p th e  alt k e y pre s s e d during boot and 
ch oos e  “ W indow s ” (Ye s , re ally) from  th e  
boot m e nù th at ope ns . 

Th e  guide  is  alm os t ove r and you’ve  got 
Ubuntu ins talle d on your Mac Mini! Th e  
h arde s t th ing is …  afte r s e ve ral days  of 
us ing Ubuntu you’ll w ant to de dicate  th e  
e ntire  Mac's  drive  to Linux!! 
Final Tuning
In your Inte l Mac Mini you've  got one  of 
th e  be s t 3D cards  around for th e  Linux 
w orld. An Inte l Vide o Card. It is  not s ure ly 
as  ble e ding e dge  and pow e rful as  an 
Nvidia or an ATI, but, h e y... th e  drive r is  
ope n s ource , you'll ne ve r h ave  proble m s  
w ith  it and it is  s upe r fas t w ith  Linux. So, if 
you lik e  fire w ork s , le t's  burn s om e . If you 
lik e  Com piz  (Ve ry bas ic e ffe cts ), you can 
s im ply activate  it us ing th e  ne w  Fe is ty 
De s k top Effe cts : 
Syste m  - - > Pre fe re nce s  - - > De s k top 
Effe cts  
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Turn it on and h e re  you go. You'll jus t 
h ave  w obbling w indow s  and th e  rotating 
Cube . If you pre fe r to h ave  tons  of m ore  
e ffe cts  and productivity functionality, as  
w e ll as  th ous ands  of us e le s s  but 
w onde rful e ye candy (To s h ow  off Ubuntu 
to your frie nds  and h ave  th e m  s aying a 
big: "W OW !"), you ne e d Be ryl. So, firs t of 
all turn off th e  de s k top e ffe cts  and th e n: 
1) Be ryl is  in th e  official re pos itorie s  now , 
s o le t’s  ge t it! Run Synaptic, s e arch  for 
Be ryl and ins tall all th at you w is h ! I 
re com m e nd e ve ry e xtra plugin pack age  
you find :) 
2) Syste m  – > Pre fe re nce s  – > Se ss ions . 
Click  on ne w : w rite  dow n Be ryl in nam e  
and “ be ryl-m anage r” (W ith out q uote s ) in 
Com m and. Th at’s  it!
3) W ith out re s tarting, Alt+ F2. Ente r "be ryl-
m anage r" and pre s s  Re turn. Th e  Be ryl 
tray icon appe ars  and it's  running! W OW ! 
Once  you re s tart th e  s ys te m , Be ryl w ill be  
loade d autom atically.
4) Re m e m be r th at if you pre fe r, you can 
run Com piz  ins te ad of Be ryl. Don’t try to 
run Com piz  w h ile  Be ryl’s  running. To run 
Com piz , as  w e  s aid, Syste m  – > 
Pre fe re nce s  – > De s k top Effe cts . Enable  
w obble  and e nable  cube . Ne ve r do it 
w h ile  Be ryl is  running. To s w itch  back  to 
Com piz , jus t purge  "be ryl-m anage r" aw ay 
from  th e  "Se s s ion Manage r", righ t click  

on th e  "be ryl-m anage r" icon, s e le ct 
W indow s De corator - - > M e tacity, righ t 
click  on th e  "be ryl-m anage r" icon again 
and e xit. Now  you can activate  De s k top 
Effe cts  again. 

 5) Enjoy your s upe r fas t 3D de s k top on a 
Mac Mini w ith out any s ignificant e ffort!

Apple 's  Mac Mini is  s m all, pe rfe ctly form e d and it 
can run Ubuntu! W h at m ore  could you as k  for?
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HH OO WW -- TTOO UUBBUUNNTTUU  FFOO RR
GGRRAANNDD MM AAW ritte n by Knigh tw is e

W h y th is  e xpe rim e nt.
I h ave  be e n toying around w ith  Linux 
s ince  19 9 9 , i've  s e e n th e  firs t de s k top 
ve rs ions  e volve  and i've  s e e n th e  Linux 
OS grow  in s tre ngth  on th e  de s k top. Las t 
ye ar I found out about Ubuntu Linux and 
h ave  be e n doing s e ve ral article s  and 
podcas ts  on th e  us e  of Ubuntu as  a 
de s k top s ys te m . I am  by no m e ans  a 
Linux z e alot; no pingu-pim ping for m e ! 
Drop m e  in th e  Linux com m and line  and 
I'm  as  los t as  Dirty H arry in a nail s alon. I 
do, h ow e ve r, h ave  a ph ilos oph y about 
com pute r us e . I th ink  te ch nology s h ould 
be  s afe  and s im ple  and th at a com pute r 
s h ould w ork  for you and not th e  oth e r 
w ay around. Linux h as  alw ays  be e n s e e n 
as  too h ard and too com plicate d. So it 
w as  tim e  for a little  e xpe rim e nt. Could w e  
put toge th e r a Linux de s k top s ys te m  th at 
w as  s im ple  to us e , s afe  from  virus e s , 
s pam , and us e r m is tak e s , and h ad a lot 
of s oftw are  to offe r. Could w e  build a 
Linux box th at your grandm a could us e ? 
W e ll, le ts  s e e .
Ste p one  : Find a grandm oth e r.
My fiancée 's  fam ily is  pre tty te ch  s avvy, 
h e r dad is  a com pute r w iz z , h e r m oth e r is  
on MSN m e s s e nge r all day, h e r s is te rs  
live  online  and h e r grandm oth e r ... is  righ t 
up th e  alle y. Its  not th at th e y are  all 
com pute r fre ak s  out th e re , th e y all jus t 
h ave  an ope n m ind tow ards  te ch nology. 
Good old granny s tarte d out on h e r 

Th e y s ay it's  for ge e k s , th e y s ay its  for ne rds , th e y s ay its  for th os e  w h os e  pink ie  finge r h as  th e  im print 
of th e  e nte r k e y tattooe d on it. W e  s ay its  for your grandm oth e r ! Ye s  m y frie nds , I k id you not, for all 
of th os e  w h o are  afraid to dip th e ir little  toe  into th e  gre at Linux Lak e  le t us  re as s ure  you: if your 
grandm oth e r can do it, s o can you. Be fore  w e  s tart, le t m e  clarify: w e  are  not talk ing about turning 
your Linux m ach ine  into a clus te re d databas e  s e rve r w ith  SQL, PH P, Apach e , Sam ba and w h at-h ave -
you. W e  are  talk ing about th e  advantage s  of us ing Linux ... as  a de s k top.

gam ing trip s om e  fifte e n ye ars  ago w h e n 
s h e  s w ipe d a h and-cons ole  Te tris  gam e  
from  one  of h e r grandch ildre n. An all nigh t-
gam ing rus h  th at nigh t got h e r h ook e d on 
th e s e  little  h and h e ld gam ing cons ole s . 
Som e  tw o ye ars  ago, s h e  got a s e cond-
h and w orn-dow n IBM Th ink pad laptop 
running W indow s  9 5 for running s om e  
s im ple  gam e s  lik e ... s urpris e , s urpris e ... 
Te tris  and s tuff. So w h e n s h e  calle d m e  
las t w e e k  in a panic be caus e  s h e  
accide ntally de le te d s om e  s h ortcuts  and 
"could not ge t h e r gam e s  to w ork  
anym ore " band in h e r de s pair, w as  e ve n 
s ugge s ting buying h e rs e lf a brand ne w  
laptop... it w as  tim e  to jum p in.

Granda Me m e  (above )
Ste p Tw o : Find a laptop
Finding a laptop for cybe r-granny w as  not 
all th at h ard. My fiancée 's  dad h ad an old 
Com paq  laptop lying around th at w as  no 
longe r in active  duty. W ith  an 800 Mh z  

http://www.knightwise.com/
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Proce s s or and 256 m e g of ram  it h ad 
be e n s e t out to pas ture  be caus e  of a 
de fe ctive  PCMCIA s lot on th e  
m oth e rboard. Appare ntly, force  fe e ding a 
PCMCIA card ups ide  dow n into its  s lot 
doe s  not bode  w e ll for th e  laptop. So it no 
longe r h ad w ire le s s  capability and s ince  
th e  fam ily h ad bough t a ne w  laptop .. it 
w as  jus t laying around. One  dis carde d 
laptop, one  grandm a in ne e d .. Ch e q ue  
ple as e  ! 
Ste p Th re e : Som e body ge t m e  a pe nguin.
W ith  our laptop s e cure d unde r our arm  it 
w as  tim e  to brow s e  th rough  s om e  
available  ope rating s ys te m s  to h e lp “La 
m am a” out. Th e  ne e ds  to be  m e t w e re  :
A) Be  s im ple  to us e .
B) B s afe  from  m allw are , virus e s , and 
us e r-boo-boo's .
C) Offe r e nough  fre e  s oftw are  to avoid 
h aving to tak e  out a loan to ge t s tarte d.
Th is  k ind of rule d out W indow s  XP Pro 
righ t off th e  bat. Se ve ral Linux 
dis tributions  offe re d th e m s e lve s  up but 
Ubuntu took  th e  cak e .
So it w as  tim e  to le t loos e  th e  be as t. 
Dow nloading a s tandard ISO im age  from  
th e  5.10 ve rs ion w as  about 20 m inute s ' 
w ork  and th e  w h ole  ins tallation proce s s  
took  about an h our. Th e  s im ple  
ins tallation only both e re d us  w ith  th e  
country s e ttings , k e yboard layout and a 
us e r nam e . No proble m  th e re . W e  le t it 
h ave  th e  e ntire  h ard dis k  at its  dis pos al 
s o w e  did not h ave  s om e  boot loade r 
clogging up th e  s tartup proce s s . Th e  ide a 
h e re  w as  "e as y as  firing up a toas te r."
W h e n th e  bongos  rum ble d to announce  
th e  firs t s ucce s s ful bootup w e  w e nt 
s traigh t to th e  Synaptic pack age  m anage r 
and s tarte d adding gam e s  to our 
ins tallation. Ubuntu com e s  w ith  s om e  

gam e s  in th e  s tandard configuration, but 
w h e n you look  in th e  pack age  m anage r 
its  lik e  uncove ring th e  los t is land of 
Arcadia. Som e  gam e s  are  action bas e d , 
a lot of th e m  are  brain-bre ak e rs ; ide al for 
our te s t s ubje ct. W e  loade d th e  dis tro up 
w ith  s om e  100 gam e s  and th at w as  th at.
Now  w h at do you do w h e n you've  be at 
Te tris  for th e  500th  tim e  and can't s e e  
anoth e r polygon for th e  re s t of th e  
e ve ning? You w atch  a m ovie  righ t? 
Unfortunate ly m os t Linux dis tributions  
com e  w ith out s upport for playing m pe g2 
(DVD) and m p3 s upport. W ith  th e  late s t 
Ubuntu w e  can e as ily ins tall all th e  vide o 
playing goodie s  you could e ve r w ant. Jus t 
ope n a m e dia file  and Ubuntu 7.04 w ill 
as k  you if you w ant to ins tall th e  goodie s .
Ste p Four: Se ns e  som e  s im plicity.
Now . its  no good to h ave  a com plicate d 
s ys te m  for our s upe r granny, is  it? Tim e  
to s im plify th e  w h ole  de al.
Ste p one : Autom atic Login. In th e  s e ttings  
m e nu you can ch oos e  th e  AUTOLOGIN 
fe ature . Th is  m ak e s  s ure  our little  laptop 
boots  up s traigh t into th e  us e r's  de s k top. 
No login/pas s w ord com binations  but h e y... 
its  not lik e  s h e 's  typing up m e m o's  for th e  
Pe ntagon.
Ste p tw o: Could i s e e  th e  m e nu ple as e ? 
Th ank s  to th e  Gnom e  de s k top th e  m e nu 
is  pre tty s im ple  as  it is , but a lot of 
options  on th e  m e nu w e re  jus t not 
ne e de d. So w e  adde d th e  gam e s  m e nu, 
th e  DVD and CD playe r icon and th e  
s h utdow n icon to th e  m ain m e nu bar and 
re m ove d e ve ryth ing e ls e . Ne xt up th e  
m e nu bar w as  s e t at th e  bottom  of th e  
s cre e n and th e  bar you s e e  be low  w as  
s e t up top. I le ft an icon for th e  m ain 
“ s tart” m e nu th e re  s o I could acce s s  all 
th e  oth e r program s  and s e ttings  if ne e de d.
Ste p th re e : Explaining h ow  it w ork s  O k  
Gran, h e re  is  h ow  it w ork s . Pre s s  th e  blue  
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button to s tart up th e  com pute r. W ait until 
you h e ar th e  m us ic. Th e n you h ave  four 
buttons  on th e  bottom  on th e  s cre e n. One  
w ill give  you a m e nu w ith  ALL th e  gam e s . 
If you w ant to play a m ovie , jus t pop in a 
DVD and click  on th e  s e cond button w ith  
th e  little  film  re e l on it. W ant to play s om e  
m us ic? Pop in th e  m us ic CD and click  on 
th e  little  CD. And to s h ut dow n th e  s ys te m  
jus t click  on th e  little  door th e re .

Th at's  it, h alf-an-h our late r Granny w as  
traine d on us ing th e  com pute r, h ad a ton 
of gam e s  to ch oos e  from , could play 
m ovie s  and m us ic CDs  and w as  able  to 
boot up and s h utdow n h e r s ys te m  w ith out 
e ve r h aving to w orry about pre s s ing th e  
w rong button. W h o s aid Linux w as  h ard?
Conclus ion.
Ne e dle s s  to s ay, Nana w as  th rille d. Sh e  
h ad a s table  and s e cure  ope rating s ys te m  
and did not h ave  to w orry about pre s s ing 
th e  w rong buttons  be caus e  q uite  frank ly... 
th e re  w e re  none . A grin as  w ide  as  th e  
Brook lyn bridge  s pre ad acros s  h e r face  
w h e n s h e  s aw  th e  e ntire  s e le ction of 
gam e s  s h e  could play and not h ave  to 
w orry about bre ak ing anyth ing in th e  
proce s s . “Th is  is  m uch  e as ie r th an th e  
pre vious  one ” s h e  utte re d, cas ting a 
w ayw ard glance  to h e r old W indow s  
com pute r.
I'll be  k e e ping tabs  on our cybe r-granny 
ove r th e  ne xt fe w  w e e k s  to s e e  h ow  s h e  
ge ts  along w ith  h e r ne w  s ys te m .

Now  w ith  com pute rs  com ing m ore  
abundant in our e ve ryday live s , it's  
natural th at e ve rybody w ants  one , 
including e ve ryone  in your fam ily. But as  
th e  fam ily com pute r-ge e k  (and 
profe s s ional IT cons ultant) it w ould jus t 
turn into a nigh tm are  providing s upport 
for e ve ryone . So us ing a s im plifie d 
Ubuntu ins tallation doe s  k e e p calls  about 
virus e s , brok e n ope rating s ys te m s  and 
s pyw are  aw ay. Eve n if s h e  de cide d to go 
online , I w ould jus t h ave  to add th e  
Fire fox and Pidgin (form e rly k now n as  
Gaim ) buttons  to h e r m e nu bar, give  h e r 
a cras h  cours e  in ch at 'n' s urf and s h e  
w ould be  on h e r w ay. No h igh  
m ainte nance  on th is  ope rating s ys te m . 
W h e n h andle d righ t it can be  a s im ple r 
and s afe r ope rating s ys te m  to plant dow n 
in th e  s oil of an ine xpe rie nce d us e r. OK, 
you can't ins tall all th e  CDs  you s e e  in 
th e  s h op, but Linux com e s  w ith  all th e s e  
goodie s  built in. Th is  w ay you e ve n s ave  
m one y! So th e  q ue s tion is : h ave  you 
s e e n your granny late ly?
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W h y not re giste r at 
Ubuntu Forum s and 
participate  in th e  

com m unity? Ubuntu is  a com ple te  Linux-
bas e d ope rating syste m , fre e ly available  w ith  
both  com m unity and profe ss ional support. By 
joining Ubuntu Forum s, you can participate  in 
our active  and grow ing com m unity. 
Re giste ring on our forum  ge ts  you acce ss  to 
posting ne w  m e ssage s, ge t support, us e  
private  m e ssaging, dow nload im age s  from  our 
galle ry and m uch  m uch  m ore !

Re m e m be r to vis it w w w .fullcircle m agazine .org for all th e  late s t full circle  ne w s .
And re gis te r w ith  our blog to re ce ive  an e m ail e ve ry tim e  w e  launch  a ne w  is s ue !

http://ubuntuforums.org/
http://www.fullcirclemagazine.org
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HH OO WW -- TTOO
W ritte n by Mark  (ak a Mous e clone )

Th e  follow ing com m ands  w ill h ave  th is  s e t 
up righ t aw ay.

s udo apt-ge t ins tall ne tw ork -m anage r-pptp

You s h ould now  s e e  VPN unde r th e  
apple t. Click  on th e  ne tw ork  apple t -> VPN 
conne ctions - > Configure  VPN.

Click  th e  Add button
W alk  th ough  th e  w iz ard. Mak e  s ure  you 
configure  your options  corre ctly. I h ave  
h ad th e  nm -apple t cras h  on m e  for not 
configuring th e  route  w ith  th e  /24 or 
/[ne tw ork ] afte r it.

I h ave  be e n us ing Ubuntu s ince  6.06. I h ave  s e t-up conne ctions  on 6.06 us ing pptp-config, on 6.10 
us ing k vpnc, and now  on 7.04 w ith  ne tw ork -m anage r-pptp. 7.04's  s e t-up, by far, h as  be e n th e  e as ie s t 
w ay of doing th ings . My only w is h  w as  th at th is  cam e  pre -ins talle d. Le t's  ge t to th e  m e at s h all w e ?

In th e  e nd you s h ould h ave  s om e th ing 
th at look s  lik e  th is :

I k now  pe ople  
are  agains t it, 
but I w ould 
re com m e nd 
re s tarting at 
th is  point. If 
you ins is t on 
s taying 

conne cte d th e  follow ing s h ould ge t th e  
s e tting in th e  apple t in th e  s ys tray
NOTE: e ach  of th e  com m ands be low  
s h ould be  on one  line  e ach , no Ente r until 
afte r you've  type d th e  w ord 're start'
s udo /e tc/dbus -
1/e ve nt.d/25Ne tw ork Manage r re s tart
s udo /e tc/dbus -
1/e ve nt.d/26Ne tw ork Manage rDis patch e r 
re s tart
Afte rw ard you w ill h ave :

Th is  h as  by 
far be e n th e  
e as ie s t s e t-
up th at I 
h ave  gone  

th ough . It is  s im ple . Th e  one  th ing th at I 
th ink  th at Ubuntu s h ould h ave  done  w as  
to auto-ins tall th is  pack age . Th e n again, I 
us e  VPNs  and not e ve ry h om e  us e r of 
Ubuntu w ill us e  VPNs  s o m aybe  it is  good 
th at th e y le ft it out, le s s  bulk  for th e  
ave rage  h om e  us e r.

VVIIRRTTUUAALL  PPRRIIVVAATTEE
NNEETTWW OO RRKK IINNGG



17

HH OO WW -- TTOO
W ritte n by Ronnie  Tuck e r

PART 2

Firs t th e  te ch nical bit: JPG im age s  us e  
com pre s s ion to k e e p th e  file  s iz e  s m all. 
W h ile  th is  m ay s e e m  lik e  a good ide a at 
firs t, it com e s  at a cos t: your im age s  m ay 
s h ow  "artifacts ." Artifacts  are  s m all 
s q uare s  you s om e tim e s  s e e  in im age s  -- 
m ainly on w e b page s  w h ich  ofte n us e  
h igh ly com pre s s e d im age s  - and w h ile  
th is  m ay look  good on a w e b page , it 
look s  bad in a docum e nt, e s pe cially if it's  
to be  profe s s ionally printe d. GIF im age s , 
on th e  oth e r h and, h ave  a lim ite d colour 
pale tte . W h ile  th is  m ay be  good for a tw o-
colour logo it's  not s o good w h e n you try 
and drop a full-colour im age  to 256 
colours , s o I s ugge s t you us e  PNG 
im age s . Do not fall into th e  trap of s im ply 
conve rting a bad q uality JPG/GIF to a 
PNG; th is  w on't re pair th e  im age . Alw ays  
s tart w ith  th e  be s t-q uality im age  you can 
find.
So, w ith out furth e r ado, le t's  load up our 
te xt docum e nt from  las t m onth .

Las t m onth  w e  cre ate d a ne w  docum e nt, adde d s om e  fille r te xt th e n w e nt on to add colum ns  and als o 
link  th e  colum ns  toge th e r to h ave  our te xt autom atically flow  from  one  colum n to th e  ne xt. Th is  m onth  
w e  w ill focus  on adding im age s  to our docum e nt.

To place  an im age  into th e
docum e nt w e  click  th e
Ins e rt Im age  Fram e  button:
And draw  out a box, jus t lik e  w e  did las t 
m onth  for a te xt box:

To ch os e  an im age , righ t click  on th e  
im age  fram e  and ch oos e  Ge t Im age :

A file  dialogue  box w ill appe ar and from  
th e re  you ch oos e  w h ich  im age  you w ant 
to ins e rt into th e  im age  fram e  and click  
th e  Ope n button:
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OK, th e re 's  a proble m ... as  you can s e e  
from  th e  s cre e n above , th e  im age  is  badly 
croppe d in th at w e  can only s e e  a s m all 
portion of th e  im age . W e  ne e d to m ak e  a 
de cis ion h e re . Do w e  m ak e  th e  im age  
fram e  th e  s am e  s iz e  as  th e  original 
im age ? Or do w e  re s iz e  th e  im age  to th e  
im age  fram e ? For de m ons tration 
purpos e s  w e 'll do both .
Firs t, to m ak e  th e  im age  fram e  th e  s am e  
s iz e  as  th e  original im age  w e  could drag 
out th e  im age  fram e  box. Eas ie r s till is  to 
righ t click  on th e  im age  fram e  and ch oos e  
Adjus t Fram e  to Im age :

But now  th e  im age  is  too big, tim e  to 
re duce  its  s iz e . In th e  Prope rtie s  w indow  
click  th e  Im age  tab.

Th is  s h ow s  th e  
pos ition and s iz e  of 
th e  im age , but le t's  
not gue s s  s iz e s . 
Le t's  re s iz e  in th e  
docum e nt its e lf. 
Se le ct th e  Scale  to 
Fram e  Siz e  option. 
Th is  w ill allow  us  to 
re s iz e  th e  im age  by 
re s iz ing th e  im age  
fram e . Be  s ure  to 
h ave  Proportional 
tick e d as  th is  w ill 

s top us  from  s tre tch ing th e  im age  out of 
proportion.
Click  th e  im age  fram e  and re s iz e  it.
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And of cours e  you can m ove  th e  im age  
fram e  to pos ition th e  im age  w h e re  you 
ple as e .
Th e  only proble m  w e  h ave  now  is  th e  
im age  obs curing th e  te xt be h ind it.
Solution: h ave  th e  te xt flow  around th e  
im age .
To do th is , s e le ct th e  im age  fram e  and in 
your Prope rtie s  w indow , s e le ct th e  Sh ape  
tab. Th e  Sh ape  tab is  ne w  to us  but all 
w e  w ant to do for now  is  s e le ct th e  Te xt 
Flow s  Around Fram e  option.

Th e re  w e  go! 
Th e  im age  now  
dis place s  th e  te xt 
around it's  
e dge s ! Try 
m oving th e  
im age  fram e  on 
th e  page  and 
you'll s e e  th e  te xt 
update  its e lf 
autom atically. 
Jus t lik e  m agic!

Th e  only proble m  w e 're  s till le ft w ith  is  
th at th e  te xt is  a bit too clos e  to th e  righ t 
s ide  of th e  im age . Th is  is  e as ily fixe d.
W ith  th e  im age  fram e  s till s e le cte d and in 
th e  Sh ape  tab (in th e  Prope rtie s  w indow ) 
w e  s e le ct Us e  Contour Line . Ne xt click  

Edit Sh ape  and a ne w  w indow  w ill appe ar.
Don't panic! W e  are n't going to us e  m os t 
of th is  w indow , but notice  th at your im age  
fram e  now  h as  a blue  outline . In th is  ne w  
w indow , tick  th e  Edit Contour option, our 
blue  outline  now  h as  a blue  blob on e ith e r 
corne r, le ft click  and drag th os e  blue  

blobs , you'll s e e  
th e  contour line  
m ove  and your 
te xt w ith  it. Play 
around w ith  th is  
contour line  to 
ge t th e  te xt to 
your lik ing.
W h e n you're  
done , click  th e  
Edit Contour 
option again to 
turn it off and 
click  End Editing 
to clos e  th at 
w indow .

And th at's  pre tty m uch  all you ne e d to 
k now  about im age s !

Ne xt m onth  w e 'll look  at te xt. W e  re ally 
don't w ant to h ave  to s e le ct paragraph s  of 
te xt and apply a font type  or s iz e  ove r and 
ove r again, s o w e  can cre ate  Paragraph  
s tyle s , but th at's  for ne xt m onth .



20

RREEVVIIEEWW
W ritte n by Alan M . H ood

For th e  pas t s ix m onth s , I h ave  be e n re ading at th e  Ubuntu Forum s  about Sys te m 76, a com pany th at 
pre -ins talls  th e  Ubuntu ope rating s ys te m  on laptop and de s k top s ys te m s . An opportunity aros e  to 
purch as e  a Sys te m 76 com pute r afte r I de cide d th at m y pare nts  curre nt laptop, a Com paq  Pre s ario 
(AMD 1.5 Gh z , 512 Mb, ATI graph ics , 20 Gb h ard dis k ) running Ubuntu 6.06, ne e de d to be  re place d. 
A Darte r s e e m e d lik e  a pe rfe ct fit as  it is  ligh tw e igh t, s tylis h , and runs  a fam iliar ope rating s ys te m .

SSYYSSTTEEMM 7766
DD AARRTTEERR  LLAAPPTTOO PP

Darte r Com pone nt Se le ction and Orde ring
I didn't orde r th e  de fault Darte r from  
Sys te m 76. Ins te ad, I upgrade d th e  Darte r 
w ith  a fas te r proce s s or, m ore  RAM, and 
large r h ard drive  capacity (s e e  box righ t). 
Th e  s ys te m  w as  orde re d on Friday, April 
20, 2007. Orde ring w as  s im ple  and 
s traigh tforw ard th rough  th e  Sys te m 76 
w e bs ite  (w w w .s ys te m 76.com ) and s h ortly 
afte r I s ubm itte d th e  orde r, I re ce ive d an 
e m ail th at th e  Darte r w ould s h ip in five  
bus ine s s  days . Sys te m 76 k e pt th e ir w ord 
and it s h ippe d on tim e . Be caus e  I 
s e le cte d a s h ipping addre s s  th at diffe re d 
from  th e  billing addre s s , I h ad to ve rify 
th at th e  s h ipping addre s s  w as  corre ct. I 
s pok e  to Carl at Sys te m 76 and h e  m ade  
s ure  th at th e  orde r w e nt to m anufacturing 
th e  s am e  day. If th at w as n't e nough , Carl 
w as  k ind e nough  to upgrade  m y s h ipping 
from  ground to 2-day at no ch arge .

Righ t on 
s ch e dule , 
th e  
s ys te m  
arrive d on 
Monday, 
April 30, 
2007. 
W h e n th e  
Darte r 
arrive d, I 

w as  tak e n a little  bit by s urpris e  by th e  
box in w h ich  it w as  s h ippe d. Th e  box h ad 
noth ing on th e  outs ide  e xce pt for th e  s h ip-
to s tick e r (Fig.1). Th e  oth e r notable  ite m  

Syste m 76 Darte r Laptop Spe cifications
CPU - Inte l Core  2 Duo: Core  2 Duo T7200 
2.0GH z  4MB 667F
RAM  - 1.5 GB DDR2 667 MH z  (1 x 1 GB +  1 
x 512 MB)
H ard Drive  - 80 GB 5400 RPM *
Graph ics  - Inte l GMA 9 50 224 MB Inte grate d 
Graph ics
Scre e n - 13.3” W ide s cre e n W XGA 
(1280X800)
Sound - Inte l H igh  De finition Audio
Ne tw ork ing -10/100(LAN)
W ire le ss  - Inte l 802.11 abg &  Blue tooth
Card Re ade r - 4 in 1 Card Re ade r
CD ROM  Drive  - CD R, CD RW , DVD R and 
DVD DL 
Expans ion - PCI Expre s s  Card Slot (34/54)
Ports  - VGA, 3x USB 2.0, Mic In, H e adph one  
Out, Fire W ire  139 4B, S-Vide o
Batte ry - 6 Ce ll Lith ium  Ion
Dim e ns ions - 12.4" x 8.9 " x 1.24" (W  x D x H )
W e igh t - 4.3 lbs  
* Upgrade d com pone nt 

Fig. 1
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about th e  m ach ine  w as  its  s m alle r th an 
e xpe cte d s iz e  (note  th e  8.5”x11” s h e e t of 
pape r in th e  picture ). Th e  com pone nts  
w e re  pack e d tigh t w ith  cardboard ins e rts  
(no pack ing pe anuts , pape r, or oth e r 
e nvironm e ntally unfrie ndly m ate rials ), and 
th e  laptop its e lf w as  pack e d in a s m alle r 
box ins ide  th e  s h ipping box. Include d in 
th e  s h ipm e nt w e re  th e  Darte r laptop, 
batte ry, tw o CDs  (m anual and W indow s  
Drive rs ), carrying cas e , Inte l Core 2 Duo 
pam ph le t, pow e r cord, pow e r trans form e r, 
an ins truction s h e e t and a th ank  you le tte r 
(Fig.2). Th e  carrying cas e  fe e ls  w e ll 
padde d, good q uality, and h as  num e rous  
pock e ts .

Quality
I h ave  us e d laptops  th at w e re  h igh  q uality 
w ork h ors e s , as  w e ll as  th os e  th at fe lt 
ch e ap th row  aw ay m ach ine s . So, h ow  
doe s  th e  Sys te m 76 Darte r com pare ? 
Quite  w e ll actually. Th e  lid is  plas tic but 
not flim s y. Th e  h inge  th at attach e s  th e  lid 
to th e  bas e  is  s turdy. Th e  s pe ak e rs  are  
tinny and not ove rly loud, e ve n w h e n 
s ound is  s e t to th e  m axim um  le ve l. For 
norm al us e  in a re lative ly q uie t room , th e  
s ound le ve l, w h e n m axe d, is  ple nty loud 
e nough , h ow e ve r if th e  s ound ne e ds  to be  
incre as e d, th e n de dicate d s pe ak e rs  w ill do 
th e  trick . Th e  k e yboard is  not click y, but, it 

h as  good tactile  fe e l. Th e  k e ys  on th e  
k e yboard are  s urpris ingly large  w h ich  w ill 
ple as e  us e rs  w ith  w ide  finge rs . Th e  tw o 
plas tic s ilve r buttons  of th e  m ous e  pad 
fe e l a bit too click y th ough . Th e  s ys te m  
runs  q uie t, w h ich  w ill be  ve ry ple as ing to 
m y m om  as  th e  fan on h e r laptop is  
nois y. Th e  only s ignificant nois e  th at th e  
s ys te m  m ak e s  is  w h e n th e  h ard drive  
be com e s  active . I lik e  th e  button th at 
re le as e s  th e  lid, it is  s e cure  ye t e as y to 
pus h . Ove rall, de s pite  th e  low  q uality 
s pe ak e rs , I give  th e  q uality of th e  Darte r 
h igh  m ark s . 
H ardw are  Com patibility
H ardw are  th at W ork s  Out- of- Th e  Box
Th e  out-of-th e -box e xpe rie nce  h as  be e n 
q uite  good, but not pe rfe ct. Th e  top four 
com pone nts  (w ire le s s , graph ics  ch ip, 
dis play, and m ous e  pad) w e re  of th e  m os t 
conce rn be caus e  th e s e  com pone nts  te nd 
to give  us e rs , including m ys e lf, th e  m os t 
trouble  w h e n ins talling Ubuntu on a 
cus tom  built m ach ine . I jus t about fe ll ove r 
afte r I turne d th e  Darte r on for th e  firs t 
tim e  and th e  ne tw ork  m anage r 
im m e diate ly de te cte d th e  w ire le s s  
ne tw ork s  in m y are a. Eq ually im pre s s ive  
w as  th e  fact th at 3D vide o w as  w ork ing 
w ith out inte rve ntion, w h ich  m e ant s e tting 
up De s k top Effe cts  w as  s im ple . I w as  
ple as e d to find th at th e  Inte l GMA 9 50 
ch ips e t to be  pow e rful e nough  for 
De s k top Effe cts  (Com piz  or Be ryl). I w as  
e q ually ple as e d to find th at th e  dis play 
w as  w ork ing e xactly as  adve rtis e d 
(re s olution of 1280x800) righ t out of th e  
box (z e ro inte rve ntion on m y part). 
H ardw are  th at Partially W ork s
Th e re  w e re  s om e  h ardw are  com patibility 
is s ue s  w ith  th e  Darte r. Som e  of th e m  
w e re  fixe d afte r a drive r update , but not 
all. Th e  de vice s  th at w e re  initially partially 
functional, and late r fixe d, w e re  th e  optical 
drive  and m icroph one . W h e n th e  s ys te m  

Fig. 2
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firs t arrive d th e re  w e re  oth e r proble m s  as  
w e ll, th e  Darte r w ould fre e z e  up w h ich  
w as  trace d to ins e rting a non-blank  CD 
dis k  into th e  optical drive  th e  CPU w ould 
s pik e  e ve ry fe w  s e conds  (Fig. 3). Th e  
m icroph one  jack  als o didn't w ork  at firs t. 
Afte r cons ulting w ith  Sys te m 76 te ch nical 
s upport by e m ail, ph one , and th e  forum , a 
fix could not be  provide d im m e diate ly, but 
th e  proble m s  w e re  re s olve d w ith  a drive r 
update  a fe w  w e e k s  late r.

Tw o h ardw are  com pone nts  th at re m ain 
partially functional are  th e  k e yboard Fn 
k e ys  and th e  4-in-1 card re ade r. Not all of 
th e  Fn k e ys  w ork  on th e  Darte r, s uch  as  
th e  tw o Fn k e ys  for dim m ing/brigh te ning 
th e  s cre e n and th e  LCD/Monitor s w itch e r. 
Th e  Fn k e y th at puts  th e  s ys te m  in 
s us pe nd m ode  w ill activate  s us pe nd; 
h ow e ve r, th e  s ys te m  w ill not aw ak e n from  
s us pe nd m ode . All of th e  oth e r Fn k e ys  
(i.e ., w ire le s s , m ail, w e b brow s e r, LCD 
blank , m ous e  pad on/off, and volum e ) 
w ork  prope rly. Th e  4-in-1 card re ade r 
w ork s   w ith  SD cards , but not w ith  
Me m ory Stick  Pro (Sony products ) or 
Multim e dia Cards  (MMC). Be caus e  
de vice s  th at us e  th e s e  re m ovable  m e dia 
can conne ct to th e  Darte r via a USB 
dongle , and SD cards  are  s o pre vale nt, 
th is  is  lik e ly to be  a m inor annoyance  for 
m os t us e rs . 
H ardw are  th at Doe s  Not W ork  
Th e  pow e r m anage m e nt fe ature s  of th e  
Darte r are  not ve ry good. Th e  only pow e r 
s aving fe ature  th at w ork s  re liably is  
blank ing th e  s cre e n, s ince  ne ith e r 
s us pe nd nor h ibe rnate  w ork  w e ll e nough . 

Prope rly w ork ing pow e r m anage m e nt h as  
be e n an is s ue  w ith  Linux dis tributions  for 
s om e  tim e  and, adm itte dly, re s olving th e  
is s ue  is  com ple x. I w as  h oping th at th is  
w ould be  a non-is s ue  by orde ring a 
Darte r, but unfortunate ly, th e  Darte r is  not 
im m une  to pow e r m anage m e nt trouble s .
Se rvice  and Support
Sys te m 76 s e rvice  h as  be e n ve ry good, 
be ginning w ith  purch as ing all th e  w ay to 
re s olving h ardw are  is s ue s . Be caus e  m y 
orde r didn't go im m e diate ly to 
m anufacturing, Carl at Sys te m 76 
upgrade d th e  s h ipping to 2-day air w ith out 
additional cos t. I contacte d Sys te m 76 
te ch nical s upport us ing e m ail, ph one  and 
th e  forum s . Sys te m 76 re s ponde d to all 
th re e  form s  of com m unication in a tim e ly 
m anne r. Re s pons e s  to m y te ch  s upport 
e m ail w e re  re ce ive d w ith in 24 h ours . 
W h e n I calle d th e ir te ch  s upport ph one  
num be r, I didn't ge t th rough  to a pe rs on 
im m e diate ly. H ow e ve r, I w as  not put on 
h old, but rath e r, I w as  ins tructe d to le ave  
a m e s s age . A Sys te m 76 te ch  s upport 
re pre s e ntative  (Tom ) calle d w ith in an h our 
or tw o and w e  dis cus s e d th e  h ardw are  
is s ue s  de s cribe d above  at le ngth  and th e  
be s t cours e  of action. Sys te m 76 te ch  
s upport w as  jus t as  re s pons ive  to forum  
pos ts , i.e ., w ith in 24 h ours . I w as  
particularly im pre s s e d w ith  th is  forum  
re ply m e s s age  “ Dang it! I th ough t I h ad it 
naile d th e re .” - th om as aaron (Sys te m 76 
Support Re pre s e ntative ).
Com m e nts from  Tw o W indow s - Only Us e rs
During th e  tim e  I w as  w riting th is  re vie w  
article , I h ad an opportunity to s h are  th e  
Darte r w ith  tw o W indow s  us e rs  th at h ad 
ne ve r us e d a Linux dis tribution. Th e  firs t 
W indow s  us e r w as  a frie nd th at cam e  to 
vis it and is  a W indow s  Pow e r Us e r 
(W PU). I offe re d m y frie nd th e  Darte r to 
us e  for th e  Inte rne t, ch e ck ing w e b-bas e d 
e m ail, and w h ate ve r e ls e  h e  ne e de d. H e  

Fig. 3
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acce pte d th e  offe r and us e d th e  Darte r 
 ove r th e  w e e k e nd. H e  m ade  s e ve ral 
com m e nts  about th e  m ach ine  th at s tood 
out. 
H e  re m ark e d th at th e  Darte r is  re s pons ive , 
fas t, and q uie t. H e  als o m e ntione d th at 
th e  gray le tte ring on th e  k e ys  of th e  
k e yboard w as  too ligh t re s ulting in a 
difficult tim e  in pe ck ing at th e  k e ys  w ith  
h is  inde x finge rs  (Fig. 4). Be caus e  I am  a 
touch  typis t, I h adn't cons ide re d th at th is  
could be  an is s ue  for s om e  us e rs . Th e  
Darte r be cam e  particularly us e ful to h im  
for te s ting h is  tw o USB th um b drive s  afte r 
w e  w e nt golfing and h is  pull-cart rolle d 
into a pond. H e  found th at th e  Darte r 
s e rve d h im  w e ll in te s ting th e  th um b 
drive s  th e  ne xt day.

Th e  s e cond W indow s  us e r w as  a co-
w ork e r and not a W PU. H e  agre e d to tak e  
th e  Darte r h om e  for an e ve ning afte r I told 
h im  about th e  cool e ye -candy. H e  
re turne d th e  ne xt day and th e  firs t th ing 
h e  m e ntione d w as  th e  3D cube . Th e  cube  
re ally s tood out as  a us e ful fe ature  
be caus e  of th e  pe rce ive d value  of h aving 
additional w ork s pace s . H e  s aid th at h e  
h ad no proble m  in cre ating an Ope n 
Office  W rite r docum e nt and s aving it. 
Ove rall, h e  found th e  s ys te m  to be  e as y 
to us e .  Sim ilar to th e  W PU, m y co-w ork e r 
w as  als o im pre s s e d w ith  th e  s pe e d of th e  
Darte r and its  pe rform ance .
Conclus ion and Rating

Afte r us ing th e  Darte r for th e  pas t five  
w e e k s , I conclude  th at th e  Darte r w ould 
be  an e xce lle nt laptop for  anyone  
w anting a laptop for w e b s urfing, e m ail, 
office  w ork , e tc. It is  fas t and h as  ple nty 
of graph ics  pow e r to run De s k top Effe cts . 
My w orrie s  about th e  Inte l GMA 9 50 not 
be ing pow e rful e nough  to run fancy 3D 
de s k top e ffe cts  (Com piz  or Be ryl) h ave  
vanis h e d com ple te ly. Th e  pow e r of th is  
Darte r not only m ak e s  its e lf appare nt w ith  
running 3D e ye  candy, but als o for 
running e ve ry day applications , w h ich  
launch  w ith in s e conds . Th e  e ntire  s ys te m  
is  ve ry nim ble  and re s pons ive . Th e  Darte r 
als o is  im pre s s ive  w ith  its  ligh t w e igh t, 
low  nois e , and large  k e ys  on th e  
k e yboard.
Be caus e  I didn't h ave  to w orry about 
com patibility is s ue s  w ith  s e ve ral h ardw are  
com pone nts  th at typically plague  us e rs  
th at do a s e lf-ins tall on a laptop, orde ring 
th e  Darte r w ith  Ubuntu Fe is ty Faw n 
(7.04) pre -ins talle d h as  m y m ade  life  
s im ple r. Som e  h ardw are  is s ue s  w e re  s till 
pre s e nt initially, m os t of w h ich  w e re  
re s olve d by re porting th e  h ardw are  is s ue  
and w aiting for a drive r update . Alth ough  
Darte r h ardw are  com patibility is n't 
flaw le s s , it is  pre tty darn clos e  and th e  
fe w  th at re m ain (i.e ., Fn k e ys , 4-in-1 card 
re ade r, and pow e r m anage m e nt), are  
m inor for th is  re vie w e r.
Sum m ary: th e  Darte r w ith  th e  Inte l Core  2 Duo 
T7200 CPU and 1.5 Gb RAM  is  a gre at 
pe rform ing syste m , w h ich  is  s im ple  to us e  th ank s  
to th e  Ubuntu Fe isty Faw n ope rating syste m .

Sys te m  runs , h ardw are  th at did not w ork  w e re n't 
s h ow  s toppe rs , s om e  s ys te m  configuration w as  
ne ce s s ary th at re q uire d bas ic com pute r k now le dge

Al H ood live s  in Minne s ota, USA. An avid te ch  
e nth us ias t, h e  h as  be e n us ing Linux s ince  2000, 
w ith  Core l Linux. Al h as  als o e xpe rie nce  w ith  
Mandriva, Xandros , and Ubuntu dis tro's . In addition 
to ope n s ource  com puting, h e  is  a h us band, a fath e r 
of tw o, and e njoys  s pe nding tim e  outdoors .

Fig. 4
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IINNTTEERRVVIIEEWW
Inte rvie w e d by Adrian Re a

GGRRAAMM PPSS
DD EEVVEELLOO PPEERR

Don Allingh am  is  th e  le ad de ve lope r for th e  GRAM PS ge ne alogy s oftw are . H e re  w e  put Don unde r th e  
s potligh t and as k  h im  th e  q ue s tions  th at you, th e  re ade rs , s e nt in from  our full circle  pre vie w  is s ue .
If you w ant to le arn m ore  about GRAMPS ple as e  s e e  is s ue  #1 of full circle  for our in de pth  re vie w .

So Don, w h at's  your back ground w ith  
com pute rs  and program m ing?
I've  be e n involve d w ith  com pute rs  and 
program m ing s ince  th e  e arly 80's .  I 
s tarte d w riting program s  in colle ge  for 
VAX/VMS and Unix s ys te m s  us ing 
Fortran, Pas cal and C. My firs t job out of 
colle ge  w as  de ve loping s oftw are  us e d in 
th e  de s ign of VLSI ch ips .  For about th e  
pas t 13 ye ars , I h ave  be e n out of 
s oftw are  de ve lopm e nt, de s igning VLSI 
ch ips .
Since  le aving s oftw are  e ngine e ring, m os t 
of m y program m ing h as  be e n in h ardw are  
de s cription language s  (including Ve rilog 
and Sys te m Ve rilog) and s cripting 
language s  (s uch  as  Pe rl and Pyth on).
About s ix ye ars  ago, I s tarte d th e  
GRAMPS proje ct and h ave  be e n involve d 
in Pyth on coding e ve r s ince .
Is  GRAM PS th e  first pie ce  of softw are  you 
h ave  w ork e d on?
GRAMPS is  th e  firs t Fre e  Softw are  
program  th at I h ave  w ork e d on.
Early in m y care e r, I de ve lope d 
s pe cializ e d s oftw are  for th e  de ve lopm e nt 
of VLSI de s igns .
H ow  did you le arn to program  and h ow  
long did it tak e ?
I'm  pre tty m uch  a s e lf-taugh t program m e r. 
Oth e r th an a colle ge  cours e  in Fortran 
and anoth e r in Pas cal, I h ad no re al form al

training. I le arne d program m ing from  
e xpe rie nce , w ork ing w ith  oth e r pe ople , and 
re ading book s . 
But afte r 20 ye ars , I s till cons ide r m ys e lf to 
be  le arning.
W h at gave  you th e  inspiration to cre ate  a 
ge ne alogy program ?
Th e  ins piration for GRAMPS cam e  from  
m y fath e r. H e  w as  re s e arch ing th e  fam ily 
tre e , but h e  w as  h aving cons ide rable  
trouble  w ith  W indow s  and th e  ge ne alogy 
program  h e  h ad be e n us ing. H e  w as n't 
able  to conve rt to Linux until h e  h ad a 
w ork ing ge ne alogy program . So, figuring it 
w ould be  e as ie r to w rite  a ge ne alogy 
program  th an to try to fix W indow s , I 
s tarte d w ork ing on a program . Afte r I h ad 
s om e th ing th at w as  bas ically w ork ing, h e  
convince d m e  to re le as e  it.
H ow  long did it tak e  you to cre ate  th e  first 
stable  ve rs ion of GRAM PS?
W e ll, a lot de pe nds  on w h at you m e an by 
"s table ". It took  alm os t th re e  ye ars  to 
re le as e  th e  1.0 ve rs ion, but pe ople  w e re  
us ing it ve ry s ucce s s fully for a long tim e  
be fore  th at. Th e  firs t re le as e , ve rs ion 
0.0.1, took  about tw o m onth s  to put 
toge th e r.
W h at advantage s  doe s  GRAM PS h ave  ove r 
oth e r ge ne alogy softw are ? 
In th e  true  Fre e  Softw are  s tyle , GRAMPS 
m ak e s  s ure  th at you ow n your data.  Mos t 
program s  lock  your data into th e ir ow n,
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proprie tary form at. At th is  point, you are  at 
th e  m e rcy of th e  program  for acce s s  to 
your data.
W h ile  m os t ge ne alogy program s  can 
e xport GEDCOM, th e y us ually do a poor 
job of e xport. Th is  is  due  to GEDCOM 
be ing an inade q uate  form at, and 
program s  de ve loping th e ir ow n, 
incom patible  e xte ntions . Quite  ofte n, s om e  
of your data is  not e xporte d, m ak ing it 
im pos s ible  to trans fe r all of your data to 
anoth e r program .
GRAMPS w ill e xport to GEDCOM, but it 
w ill als o e xport to an XML file  th at 
contains  all data in th e  databas e . W e  
e ve n provide  an XML DTD.
H ow  w ould you 
rate  th e  succe ss  
of GRAM PS, and 
w h e re  w ould you 
lik e  to s e e  it 
going? Are  th e re  
any spe cific 
ch ange s  in 
GRAM PS you 
w ould lik e  to 
de ve lop?
A lot de pe nds  on 
your de finition of s ucce s s . GRAMPS is  a 
pre tty obs cure  program  com pare d to 
Fire fox or Evolution. H ow e ve r, if you 
cons ide r th e  "targe t m ark e t," GRAMPS is  
w e ll k now n in th e  Linux ge ne alogy 
com m unity.
But m y de finition of s ucce s s  w ould be  - "Is  
th e  program  w h at you e xpe cte d it to be ?" 
And I w ould h ave  to s ay th at GRAMPS 
h as  far e xce e de d any of m y e xpe ctations . 
GRAMPS is  m aturing, and th e  fe ature  s e t 
is  s e ttling dow n. Th is  w ill allow  us  to 
s pe nd le s s  tim e  on databas e  and GUI 
is s ue s  and m ore  tim e  on re port ge ne ration 
and data analys is .

H ow  do you find so m uch  tim e  for a 
product th at obviously give s  you gre at 
pride , but no financial re turn?
W e ll, I h ave  a ve ry unde rs tanding fam ily. 
My w ife  h as  gone  back  to colle ge , s o I 
ne e d to h ave  s om e th ing to do w h ile  s h e  
w ork s  on h e r h om e w ork  :-)
My ability to w ork  on GRAMPS varie s  
ove r tim e , de pe nding on w ork  h ours  and 
fam ily tim e . Us ually, w h e n I ge t too bus y, 
oth e r de ve lope rs  can h e lp tak e  up th e  
s lack .
Each  re le as e  of GRAM PS h as  a nam e  
tak e n from  line s  in th e  M onty Pyth on 
s h ow  script, w as th e re  a particular re ason 
for ch oos ing M onty Pyth on?

Many on th e  
de ve lopm e nt te am  
are  fans  of Monty 
Pyth on. Since  
GRAMPS is  
w ritte n in th e  
Pyth on language , 
it jus t s e e m e d 
appropriate . And 
you h ave  to adm it, 
"Monty Pyth on and 
th e  H oly Grail" h as  

to be  one  of th e  funnie s t m ovie s  of all 
tim e .
GRAM PS is  a pow e rful database  but h as  
be e n ge tting m ore  com plicate d for ne w  
us e rs. H ow  do you balance  s im plicity and 
us e ability for ne w  us e rs  w ith  th e  de m ands 
of database  inte grity and functionality for 
s e asone d data h andling ge ne alogists?
W e  h ave  cre ate d a fictional "Aunt Marth a" 
w h o w e  us e  as  our targe t audie nce . 
Eve ryone  h as  an Aunt Marth a in th e ir 
fam ily. Sh e  is  th e  com pute r us e r w h o 
doe s n't k now  a lot about com pute rs , and 
re ally doe s n't w ant to k now  m ore . Sh e  
jus t w ants  to us e  a fe w  th ings  on h e r 
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com pute r w ith out h aving to inve s t a lot of 
tim e .
Eve ry fe ature  th at w e  add goe s  th rough  
th e  "Aunt Marth a Te s t". W e  as k  ours e lve s  
if Aunt Marth a could re as onably be  
e xpe cte d to unde rs tand th e  fe ature . If th e  
ans w e r is  "no", th e n w e  h ave  to as k  if th e  
fe ature  s h ould be  include d, if th e re  is  a 
w ay to s im plify th e  proble m  s o th at s h e  
could unde rs tand it, or if w e  could h andle  
th e  fe ature  in s uch  a w ay th at s h e  w ould 
not h ave  to w orry about it.
In th e  GNOME tradition, w e  try to offe r 
re as onable  de faults . Many tim e s  th is  is  
e nough  to h andle  com ple x is s ue s . For 
m os t pe ople , th e  de fault ope ration is  jus t 
w h at th e y w ant, and th e y ne ve r h ave  to 
w orry about anyth ing be yond th at.
Do you h ave  a pre fe rre d Linux Distro to 
w ork  in?
All th e  m ach ine s  in m y h ous e  (s ix at las t 
count) are  running Ubuntu. My s e rve r 
runs  6.06 LTS, and th e  re s t are  running 
7.04. I've  be e n running Ubuntu s ince  th e  
re le as e  of 4.10.
H ow  do you cope  w ith  producing so m any 
translations into oth e r form ats for oth e r 
Linux distro's?
For language s : w e  h ave  a good te am  of 
trans lators  on th e  proje ct. GRAMPS is  a 
rath e r difficult program  to trans late , s ince  
it ge ne rate s  te xt bas e d re ports .  Th e  
trans lators  put in an am az ing am ount of 
w ork  to provide  trans lations .
For pack aging: th e  official re le as e  out of 
th e  GRAMPS proje ct s ource  code , not 
any particular ins tallation pack age  for any 
dis tribution. W e  h ave  volunte e rs  to 
pack age  th e  program  for diffe re nt 
dis tributions , s uch  as  Ubuntu, De bian, 
Fe dora, SuSE, and e ve n W indow s .
GRAM PS h as  be e n porte d not only to 

various  Linux distros but to M ac and 
W indow s variants. H ow  do you fe e l about 
your program , be ing e xpande d for oth e r 
distros?
GRAMPS is  re le as e d unde r th e  GPL. Th is  
allow s  pe ople  to port it to w h ate ve r 
platform  th e y de s ire . W h ile  I pe rs onally 
h ave  no inte re s t in e ith e r Mac or 
W indow s , I s e e  noth ing w rong w ith  th e s e  
ports .
Th at be ing s aid, I h ave  notice d a ge ne ral 
diffe re nce  be tw e e n Linux us e rs  and 
W indow s  us e rs . Linux us e rs  are  m ore  
lik e ly to inte rpre t "Fre e  Softw are " in te rm s  
of "Fre e  as  in s pe e ch ." Th e y are  m ore  
lik e ly to participate  in th e  proje ct and h e lp 
us  im prove  th e  program . W indow s  us e rs  
are  m ore  lik e ly to inte rpre t "Fre e  s oftw are " 
as  "Fre e  as  in be e r," look ing for a 
program  th at doe s n't cos t anyth ing. As  a 
re s ult, th e y do not te nd to participate  as  
m uch .
Are  th e re  m any difficultie s  adapting th e  
syste m  for diffe re nt culture s  and 
language s, w h e n th e  fam ily re fe re nce s  are  
diffe re nt across  th e  w orld?
Much  of th e  com ple xity in de ve loping 
GRAMPS com e s  from  atte m pting to 
h andle  all th e  variations  around th e  w orld. 
For e xam ple , s om e th ing as  s im ple  as  a 
nam e , is  in re ality, ve ry com ple x. In s om e  
culture s , a nam e  is  dis playe d in th e  
form at of Give nNam e  Fam ilyNam e , in 
oth e rs , it is  dis playe d as  Fam ilyNam e  
Give nNam e . Som e  culture s  us e  
patronym ic nam e s , oth e r don't. To 
prope rly h andle  nam e s , w e  h ad to 
de ve lop a h igh ly fle xible  s ys te m  w h ich  
allow s  us e rs  to cus tom iz e  h ow  th e y w ant 
to dis play nam e s .
In oth e r cas e s , w e 've  h ad to de ve lop 
s pe cializ e d code  for diffe re nt locale s . An 
e xam ple  of th is  w ould be  th e  Re lations h ip 
Calculator. In m any Englis h  s pe ak ing 



27

are as , th e re  is  a fine  granularity of 
re lations h ips  be tw e e n cous ins . You w ill 
find te rm inology s uch  as  "s e cond cous in 
once  re m ove d". Oth e r culture s  do not 
m ak e  th at dis tiction, but w ill ins te ad 
diffe re ntiate  be tw e e n a m ale  and a fe m ale  
cous in. 
H ow  do you m anage  a te am  of de ve lope rs, 
across  th e  w orld to produce  a coh e s ion in 
de ve loping a s ingle  product?
Our IRC ch anne l (#gram ps  on 
irc.fre e node .ne t) h as  be e n k e y in 
com m unication be tw e e n de ve lope rs  and 
us e rs . W h ile  diffe ring tim e z one s  can m ak e  
th e  IRC ch anne l a 
bit difficult at tim e s , 
it offe rs  m any 
be ne fits . Not only 
are  w e  able  to ge t 
good dis cus s ions  
going on in re al 
tim e , w e  als o h ave  
a ch ance  to ge t to 
k now  e ach  oth e r. 
Once  you ge t to 
k now  e ach  oth e r, it 
be com e s  m uch  
e as ie r to w ork  toge th e r.
An im portant th ing for any proje ct is  to 
m ak e  s ure  th at you put as ide  your e go, 
and w ork  tow ards  a conce ns us . Us ually, a 
bit of dis cus s ion and a bit of com prom is e  
produce s  a be tte r ide a in th e  e nd.
H ow  difficult is  it w ork ing w ith  oth e r 
form ats such  as  GEDCOM  and oth e r 
ge ne alogical program s w h e n conve rs ion 
into GRAM PS is  re q ue ste d?
Th e  clos e s t th ing to a s tandard form at in 
ge ne alogy is  GEDCOM. But as  an 
inte rch ange  form at, it is  ve ry poor. Th e  
form at w as  de s igne d by th e  LDS Ch urch  
to h andle  th e  ne e ds  of th e  LDS Ch urch . 
H ow e ve r, th e re  are  q uite  a fe w  th ings  th at 
GEDCOM cannot h andle . 

Mos t com m e rcial s ys te m s  h ave  clos e d 
form ats . W e  do not try to re ve rs e  
e ngine e r th e s e  form ats . Th e re  are  q uite  a 
fe w  program s  out th e re  w ith  q uite  a fe w  
diffe re nt form ats . It is  not practical to try 
to h andle  e ach  re vis ion of e ach  
proprie tary form at.
W e  w ould pre fe r a s tandard ge ne alogy 
form at th e  re s olve s  th e  de ficie ncie s  of 
GEDCOM. Unfortunate ly, th is  doe s  not 
e xis t. In th e  pas t, w e  trie d to ge t oth e r 
proje cts  inte re s te d in w ork ing tow ards  a 
com m on inte rch ange  form at, but w e  found 
little  inte re s t.

You h ave  spe nt a 
s ignificant 
proportion of your 
tim e  de ve loping 
GRAM PS, w h ich  is  
lice ns e d unde r GPL. 
Do you e ve r fe e l 
your code , e ve n if 
us e d w ith in th e  
lice nce , could be  
de ve lope d and 
prom ote d by 
anoth e r te am , 

calling it a ne w  nam e  and tak ing th e  
spotligh t aw ay?
I'm  not conce rne d about th is  at all. If 
s om e one  e ls e  could tak e  th e  code  and 
im prove  it, w h ile  adh e ring to th e  GPL, 
th e n m ore  pow e r to th e m . Th is  only 
be ne fits  th e  us e r. Afte r all, th is  is  w h at 
Fre e  Softw are  is  all about.
Th is  w ould not be  unlik e  th e  
De bian/Ubuntu re lations h ip or th e  
Ubuntu/Lins pire  re lations h ip.
Do you h ave  a strate gy to re cruit m ore  
de ve lope rs?
Eve n th ough  w e  ne e d additional h e lp, I 
don't active ly re cruit de ve lope rs . Se ve ral 
ye ars  ago, w e  atte m pte d a bounty 
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Ne xt m onth s  inte rvie w e e  w ill be  none  oth e r th an Colin W ats on, Ins talle r Te am  Le ade r, 
Ubuntu Com m unity Council Me m be r and Line  Manage r for h alf th e  dis tro te am !
Ple as e  e m ail your q ue s tions  for Colin to: q ue stions@ fullcircle m agazine .org

program , w ith  no s ucce s s . Th is  h as  le d 
m e  to be lie ve  th at a pe rs on h as  to be  s e lf-
m otivate d to be  a valuable  contributor to 
a proje ct.
On th e  syste m  as  a w h ole , th e  program  
de ve lope rs  and com m unity, w h at w ould 
you say your stre ngth s  and w e ak ne ss e s  
are ?
I w ould s ay th at our s tre ngth s  are  a good 
code  arch ite cture  and a good com m unity.
Our bigge s t w e ak ne s s  is  a lack  of 
de ve lope rs . GRAMPS is  a com plicate d 
program , and re q uire s  a lot of s upport. 
Quite  fre q ue ntly, th e  s upport de m ands  
are  ove rw h e lm ing.
M uch  talk  h as  be e n m ade  about th e  
stre ngth  of th e  Ubuntu/Linux de s k top 
now , e spe cially com pare d w ith  th e  
com m e rcial W indow s Vista. Do your fam ily 
us e  Linux or is  it h ard to prom ote  it in a 
curre ntly W indow s dom inate d 
e nvironm e nt?
I h ave  us e d Linux e xclus ive ly for about 
s e ve n or e igh t ye ars  now . My w ife  and 
s on both  run Linux, re ve rting to W indow s  
only for s pe cific program s  (AutoCad and 
iTune s ).
Linux w ould be  e as ie r to prom ote  to your 
ave rage  W indow s  us e r if a w ide r range  of 
program s  w e re  offe re d. Linux h as  m ore  
th an its  s h are  of m us ic playe rs , IRC 
program s , and RSS aggre gators . But 
th e s e  are n't th e  program s  th at appe al to 
your ave rage  Aunt Marth a, and until Linux 
de ve lops  a w ide r range  of s oftw are , it is  
going to h ave  a lim ite d appe al.
If you w alk  into a s tore  th at s e lls  s oftw are  

to th e  m as s e s , you can ge t an ide a of th e  
k ind of s oftw are  th at Linux is  m is s ing. 
About a th ird of th e  s oftw are  cons is ts  of 
gam e s . Anoth e r th ird cons is ts  of virus  
ch e ck e rs , fire w alls , anti-s pyw are , and 
oth e r s ys te m  utilitie s . Th e  re m aining th ird 
is  th e  inte re s ting s e t. Th is  cate gory 
cons is ts  of ge ne alogy program s , gre e ting 
card program s , re cipe  program s , 
lands cape  and h om e  de s ign program s , 
and s im ilar program s . And re gardle s s  of 
w h at you th ink  of th e s e  s tore s , th e y do 
k now  th e ir cus tom e r bas e  and w h at th at 
cus tom e r bas e  de s ire s .
Part of th e  re as on th at GRAMPS w as  
cre ate d w as  to h e lp fill th is  void. My 
pe rs onal opinion is  th at if Linux w ants  to 
attract a w ide r bas e  of us e rs  it ne e ds  to 
w ide n th e  type s  of program s  th at it offe rs . 
W h at program s and de ve lopm e nt syste m s  
do you us e  to produce  GRAM PS?
GRAMPS is  built us ing Pyth on, PyGTK, 
and Glade . As  far as  de ve lopm e nt, about 
th e  only tool I us e  is  Em acs .
And finally, w h at advice  w ould you give  to 
a budding program m e r?
Mak e  s ure  you are  program m ing be caus e  
you e njoy program m ing. Be  w illing to put 
as ide  your e go, and lis te n to oth e rs . Not 
only w ill you le arn m ore , you w ill als o 
dis cove r th at th e  ide as  of oth e rs  can 
re ally im prove  your proje ct.
M any th ank s  to Don for tak ing th e  tim e  
to s it unde r th e  spotligh t and be  grille d!

mailto:questions@fullcirclemagazine.org
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MM YY  SSTTOO RRYY SSIIXX  MM OO NNTTHH SS  
OO NN  PPUURREE  LLIINNUUXXW ritte n by M att H oy

Today, Th urs day 22nd Fe b, 2007 m ark s  s ix m onth s  from  th e  day I form atte d m y h ard drive , and le ft 
m ys e lf w ith  pure  linux. It w as  a GRUB e rror th at s tarte d it all on 22nd Se pt, 2006.

I h ad a W indow s  XP and Ubuntu Dappe r 
Drak e  (6.06 LTS) dual boot s ys te m , pre tty 
s im plis tic. Th e  m ajority of m y h ard drive  
w as  give n to XP, as  I’d only be e n us ing 
Linux for around a m onth . Anyw ay, you 
can re ad in full w h at h appe ne d h e re , but 
bas ically s om e  s im ple  fiddling around as  
root le ft m e  in a pos ition th at, as  I k now  
today w as  ve ry, ve ry e as y to fix. But, of 
cours e  be ing ne w  to Linux I playe d 
around futh e r, de s troye d m y XP partition 
and de cide d to form at. Upon cle aning m y 
h ard drive , Ubuntu be cam e  m y Prim ary 
Ope rating Sys te m  and to th is  day, I 
h ave n’t look e d back .
Th e  dis tribution I’ve  be e n us ing for th e  
be s t part of th e s e  pas t s ix m onth s  is  
Ubuntu, “Linux for h um an be ings ”. I 
s tarte d back  th e n w ith  Ubuntu 6.06, 
Dappe r Drak e  and h ave  s ince  upgrade d 
to 6.10 Edgy Eft. Ubuntu is  bas e d on 
De bian, and is  available  to us e  w ith  
GNOME (Ubuntu), KDE (Kubuntu) and 
XfCE (Xubuntu). I us e  GNOME be caus e  I 
lik e  th e  m inim alis m  and look s  of GNOME, 
and pre fe r it’s  layout to KDE. Both  KDE 
and XfCE are  als o available  on m y 
s ys te m  (pre s e nte d w ith  a m e nu at log in) 
but I ch oos e  not to us e  th e m . I’d 
re com m e nd Ubuntu to anyone  look ing to 
try out Linux. It’s  com ple tle y fre e , unlik e  
s om e  oth e r popular dis tributions , and h as  
a gre at us e r bas e  w illing to s upport you, 
as  w e ll as  pre m ium  s upport available  from  
profe s s ionals  if re q uire d. To find out m ore  
on Ubuntu, h e ad to th e  Ubuntu page  at 
MBH oy.com , or Ubuntu.com .

I’ve  got all m y h ardw are  w ork ing, printe r, 
w e bcam , ph one , Pock e tPC, iPod, e tc, 
w h ich  is  q uite  an ach e ive m e nt as  
h ardw are  s upport is  us ually th e  one  th ing 
th at k e e ps  pe ople  from  conve rting 
com ple tle y to Linux. iPod s upport w as  
e as y. I jus t com pile d th e  late s t ve rs ion of 
libgpod, and ins talle d am aroK 1.4.5 ove r 
th at. To ge t th e  printe r w ork ing, I h ad to 
s w ap printe rs  w ith  s om e one , I’m  afraid to 
s ay. Le xm ark  is  too s tingy to de ve lop 
Linux drive rs  for th e ir all-in-one  (printe r, 
s canne r, fax) range , s o I h ad to s w ap for 
a s tandard Z 601, w h ich  is  printe r only. 
Ph one  s upport w as  probably th e  e as ie s t 
and involve d s yncing via blue tooth , 
w h e re as  Pock e tPC is  a ve ry h it and m is s  
de vice  th at fe w  pe ople  h ave  m anage d to 
ge t w ork ing, w ith  it be ing W indow s  Mobile  
bas e d. Bas ically I jus t trick e d s ync into 
th ink ing m y De ll Axim  X3 w as  s om e  form  
of iPaq , and com pile d num e rous  drive rs  
and pie ce s  of s oftw are  re le vant to th at. 
Th e  re s ult w as  plugging it in and h aving 
one  click  s ync w ith  Pock e tPC, brilliant.
Som e  pie ce s  of s oftw are  I’m  lik ing at th e  
m om e nt are  am aroK, Kope te , Fire fox, 
Th unde rbird, Vive , gFTP, VMW are , 
Multis ync and m any, m any m ore . am aroK 
is , q uite  frank ly, th e  be s t pie ce  of s oftw are  
th at h as  e ve r grace d m y s cre e n. It’s  w orth  
conve rtng to Linux for am aroK alone , it 
re ally is  a truly aw e s om e  m e dia playe r, 
can’t fault it. It als o le ts  m e  put th ings  on 
m y iPod, s o it’s  us e d cons tantly for 
playing, purch as ing and iPodding m y 
m us ic. Kope te  is  MSN Me s s e nge r for 

http://www.mbhoy.com
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w ork , I re alis e d jus t h ow  inte re s ting and 
fun it w as  not only to re s e arch  and ge t 
th e s e  th ings  w ork ing m ys e lf, but to s e e  
th e  re s ults  and s h are  th e m  w ith in a 
com m unity. Of cours e , m y am az ing s e t up 
th at is  dual m onitor (17inch  m onitor on 
de s k , 26inch  m onitor m ounte d on w all to 
th e  righ t), 2.1 Cre ative  Labs  s pe ak e r 
s ys te m , iPod, Blue tooth  Ph one , 
Pock e tPC, W ire le s s  K e yboard/Mous e  and 
s o m uch  m ore  w ouldn’t all be  h e re  today 
if it w as n’t for th e  w e alth  of Linux 
inform ation and h appy, h e lpful pe ople  on 
th e  inte rne t, w h ich  h as  h e lpe d m e  s o 
m uch  w ith  m y s ix m onth  journe y. (Mos t of 
w h ich , I h ave  to s ay w as  at 
Ubuntuforum s , a s ite  you s im ply can’t 
afford not to vis it as  a as piring Ubuntu 
us e r, or e ve n a full-tim e  linux ge nius ).
Try it out today, Linux is  fre e  and m e  and 
th ous ands  of oth e rs  are  h e re  to h e lp you 
w ith  anyth ing you ne e d. I h igh ly 
re ccom e nd it, m y journe y s o far 
h as  be e n a brilliant one , and I 
k now  it’s  only jus t be gun.

KDE. It h as  s om e  nice  e ffe cts  and le ts  m e  
ch at to m y frie nds , nice . Fire fox and 
Th unde rbird are  pure  e s s e ntials , s o m uch  
s o th at th e y com e  ins talle d in Ubuntu. 
Vive  h as  be e n m e ntione d be fore  h e re , it’s  
th e  s ingle  fas te s t DVD rippe r I’ve  e ve r 
s e e n, love  it. gFTP le ts  m e  put file s  on th e  
MBH oy.com  s e rve r, VMW are  le ts  m e  run 
oth e r ope rating s ys te m s  ins ide  m y Ubuntu 
de s k top and Multis ync s yncs  w ith  m y 
Pock e tPC. Brilliant line  up, s om e  w orth  
trying out if you’re  a linux us e r, or look ing 
into if you’re  th ink ing of conve rting.
In conclus ion, I’d s ay m y tim e  w ith  Linux 
h as  be e n both  re w arding and e xciting. I’ve  
le arne d m any ne w  s k ills  and be com e  a 
part of w h at is  e as ily one  of th e  m os t 
frie ndlie s t and large s t com m unity bas e d 
proje cts  w orldw ide . Be fore  conve rting I 
h ad m y w orrie s , partly w h y I k e pt m y XP 
partition for th e  firs t m onth . Dipping m y 
toe  into Linux w as n’t e nough , I didn’t h ave  
th e  m ind s e t or th e  m otive  to ge t th ings  
w ork ing, but once  it w as  m y only option 
and I w as  force d to m ak e  th e s e  th ings  

Ubuntu is  a com m unity de ve lope d ope rating syste m  th at is  pe rfe ct for laptops, 
de s k tops and s e rve rs. W h e th e r you us e  it at h om e , at sch ool or at w ork  Ubuntu 
contains  all th e  applications you'll e ve r ne e d, from  w ord proce ss ing and e m ail 
applications, to w e b s e rve r softw are  and program m ing tools.
Ubuntu is  and alw ays  w ill be  fre e  of ch arge . You do not pay any lice ns ing fe e s. 
You can dow nload, us e  and s h are  Ubuntu w ith  your frie nds, fam ily, sch ool or 
bus ine s s  for absolute ly noth ing.

http://www.ubuntu.com/getubuntu/download
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UUBBUUNNTTUU  YYOO UUTTHH

Th e  future  of Ope n Source  is  in th e  Young Pe ople  of today, th at's  w h y th is  corne r of th e  m agaz ine  is  
for young pe ople  or s im ply th os e  w h o are  young at h e art.

OK, I've  installe d Ubuntu, but now  w h at?
You h ave  ins talle d Ubuntu, your s itting 
th e re  adm iring your tale nt of actually 
ge tting it to w ork  nice ly on your m ach ine , 
th e n you s udde nly re alis e  th at you 
h ave n't got your favourite  program  or th e  
program s  ins talle d are  a bit dull. W e ll all 
th at is  about to ch ange ! In th is  m onth 's  
article  w e  are  going to be  cove ring th e  
m os t e xciting and fun program s  available  
to linux.
Flock
Flock  is  a s ocial w b 2.0 brow s e r offe ring 
th e  ability to e as ily s h are  ph otos , s tay up 
to date  w ith  your favourite  s ite s  and 
s e arch  th e  w e b w ith  its  pow e rful inbuilt 
s e arch  tool. Bas e d on Moz illa Fire fox, 
Flock  is  s ure  to ple as e ! 

Flock  is  available  from : 
h ttp://w w w .ge tde b.ne t/app.ph p?nam e =Flock

Th unde rbird
W e bm ail is  tak ing th e  w orld by s torm , but 
w ouldn't it be  nice  if you could ch e ck  all 
your e m ail accounts  in one  place ? W ith  
Moz illa Th unde rbird you can! Th unde rbird 

is  anoth e r re volutionary application from  
Moz illa allow ing you to fe tch  and s tore  
your e m ails  in one  s im ple  and e as y to 
re ach  location. 

Moz illa Th unde rbird is  available  from : 
Synaptic/Apt-Ge t
Audacity
Audacity is  a fre e  audio re corde r and 
e ditor th at allow s  you to re cord live  audio, 
cre ate  and e dit your ow n podcas ts  and 
cre ate  m ulti-track  re cordings . 

Audacity is  available  from : Synaptic/Apt-
Ge t 
De m ocracy Playe r
De m ocracy is  a vide o playe r w ith  a 
diffe re nce . De m ocracy offe rs  th e  ability to 

W ritte n by Sam ue l Barre tt

http://www.getdeb.net/app.php?name=Flock
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s ubs cribe  to Inte rne t s h ow s  via RSS fe e d, 
s e arch  YouTube , Google  Vide o and 
Yah oo! Vide o and e as ily dow nload 
BitTorre nt file s  w ith  th e  ability to w atch  
th e m  in th e  s am e  application. 

De m ocracy Playe r is  available  from : 
Synaptic/Apt-Ge t
Songbird
Songbird is  a digital juk e box and w e b 
brow s e r m as h -up. Songbird allow s  you to 
s ubs cribe  to your favourite  podcas ts /radio 
s h ow s , brow s e  th e  w e b lis ting all playable  
audio file s  on th e  page  and organis e  and 
s can your com pute r for audio file s . 

Songbird is  available  from : 
h ttp://w w w .ge tde b.ne t/app.ph p?nam e =Songbird
XCh at
XCh at is  an IRC (Inte rne t Re lay Ch at) 
clie nt for Linux. XCh at allow s  you to join 
m ultiple  IRC ch at room s  and s e rve rs , talk  
publicly and private ly and m os t 
im portantly, allow s  you to join us  at 
#fullcircle m agaz ine  and #ubuntu-youth  on 
irc.fre e node .ne t

XCh at is  available  from : Synaptic/Apt-Ge t  
Pidgin
Pidgin is  a ins tant 
m e s s aging clie nt for 
Linux w h ich  allow s  you 
to conne ct AIM, ICQ, 
Jabbe r/XMPP, MSN 
Me s s e nge r, Yah oo!, 
Bonjour, Gadu-Gadu, 
IRC, Nove ll GroupW is e  
Me s s e nge r, QQ, Lotus  
Sam e tim e , SILC, 
SIMPLE, and Z e ph yr. Pidgin h as  th e  
ability to login to s e ve ral accounts  at 
once , trans fe r file s , s e nd nudge s  and 
ch ange  your buddy icon.
Pidgin is  available  from : 
h ttp://w w w .ge tde b.ne t/app.ph p?nam e =Pidgin
Ink scape
Ink s cape  is  a ope n s ource  ve ctor 
graph ics  e ditor s im ilar to Adobe  Illus trator. 
W ith  its  s im ple -to-us e  inte rface , Ink s cape  
is  s ure  to s h ow  th e  cre ative  s ide  of you.

Ink s cape  is  available  from : Synaptic/Apt-
Ge t

http://www.getdeb.net/app.php?name=Pidgin
http://www.getdeb.net/app.php?name=Songbird
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LLEETTTTEERRSS

Eve ry m onth  w e  lik e  to publis h  s om e  of th e  e m ails  w e  re ce ive . If you w ould lik e  to s ubm it a le tte r for 
publication, e ve n if it's  a com plim e nt or com plaint, ple as e  e m ail it to: le tte rs @ fullcircle m agaz ine .org.
PLEASE NOTE: som e  le tte rs  m ay be  e dite d for space  re asons.

Th ank s  ve ry m uch  to you and e ve ryone  
w h o contribute d to th is  proje ct.  I h ave n't 
finis h e d re ading it ye t, but th e  conte nt I 
h ave  s e e n s o far is  of e xce lle nt q uality 
and I'm  ve ry ple as e d to s e e  it com ing 
toge th e r.
M att Z im m e rm an

I am  a fairly ne w  Linux us e r and I w ould 
lik e  to th ank  you for putting out th is  
m agaz ine . I k now  it probably tak e s  a lot 
of h ard w ork  and I appre ciate  it. I lik e  h ow  
you h ave  s om e th ing for e ve ryone , th e  
noobs  and th e  m ore  advance d us e rs . 
Ple as e  continue  to cre ate  th is  w onde rful 
m agaz ine .
FaDe  420

I ve ry m uch  e njoye d re ading Full Circle  
Magaz ine  Is s ue  #1.
H ow e ve r, I w ould lik e  to be  able  to print it 
out s o I can re ad it, s o I th ink  any link s  
you put in article s  s h ould als o h ave  th e  
url printe d as  w e ll, not jus t a "find it h e re " 
link  title . Th ank  you, and I look  forw ard to 
future  is s ue s !
M ack  Rich ards
Editor: W e 'll do our be s t to try and include  
full URL's  w h e re  pos s ible , but s om e tim e s  
th e  long URL's  e ith e r tak e  up too m uch  
s pace  or w ould be  a nigh tm are  to h ave  
you type  in! But w e 'll k e e p it in m ind!

Gre at job on th e  m agaz ine . I'm  not 
curre ntly a Linux us e r, but h ope  to be  
s oon. I found th e  m agaz ine  to h ave  a 
gre at m ix of article s , and it w as n't w ay 
ove r m y h e ad, lik e  s o m uch  Linux s tuff 
I've  re ad.
W onde rful pre m ie re  is s ue . I'm  look ing 
forw ard to future  is s ue s .
Le e  Sch w abe

I jus t re ad you #1 is s ue  and I love d e ve ry 
bit of it. Re ally inform ative , nice  look ing, 
com ple te  and inte re s ting, I'll de finitly be  a 
re gular re ade r.
I us e  GNU/Linux (Ubuntu from  day 1) for 
about a ye ar now , and I us e  it as  m y 
prim ary OS s ince  about 2 m onth s . Your 
m agaz ine  is  lik e  candy to m e .
K e e p on th e  good w ork , you're  doing all 
th is  for a good re as on.
Joh n from  M ontre al, PQ

Th is  m agaz ine  is  abs olute ly incre dible .  I 
s tum ble d onto  th is  w h ile  brow s ing th e  
w e b and w as  h igh ly intrigue d by it as  I 
am  a re lative ly ne w  Kubuntu us e r (Dappe r 
Drak e  w as  m y firs t dis tro). Th e  h ow tos  
are  nice  and ve ry inform ative . Ple as e  
k e e p up th e  good w ork . 
Garry Butle r

mailto:letters@fullcirclemagazine.org
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Afte r us ing Ubuntu for a fe w  m onth s  I'm  
am az e d at h ow  m uch  I acce pte d as  
norm al ope rating proce dure  unde r 
W indow s . Now , w h e n I us e  W indow s  at 
w ork  I h ave  no patie nce  for th e  cons tant 
s low  dow ns , cras h e s , blue  s cre e ns , and 
fatal e rrors  th at is  th e  norm  for W indow s .
Th ank s  again and k e e p up th e  good w ork .
Ste ve  Goodm an
Editor: Th os e  are  jus t a fe w  of th e  e m ails  
w e  re ce ive d afte r th e  re le as e  of is s ue  #0. 
Mys e lf and all th os e  involve d w ant to 
th ank  you all for th e  good w is h e s  and 
article s  you've  be e n s e nding in. K e e p 
th os e  article s  and s torie s  com ing!

I w ant to te ll you about s om e th ing th at 
could be  inte re s ting for a future  article : 
fe is ty faw n is  not com patible  w ith  nvidia 
G80 cards  (8800 gts  and gtx). If you 
look ing for inte rne t you w ill s e e  th at a lot 
of pe ople  ins tall th e  prope rty and 
re pos itory drive rs  and only ge t a black  
s cre e n. It w ould be  nice  if you analyz e  
th e  proble m  and talk  about in your 
m agaz ine . 
Die go Giao
Editor: Anyone  e ls e  out th e re  h aving G80 
proble m s ? Re m e m be r: you can us e  
Launch Pad to file  bug re ports . Be  s ure  to 
s ubm it your bug re ports  be caus e  if no-
one  k now s  about your bug, it'll ce rtainly 
ne ve r ge t fixe d!

I jus t w ante d to com plim e nt you on th e  
m agaz ine .  I found it to be  ve ry w e ll 
th ough t out and e xe cute d.  I didn't k now  
about Gram ps  and am  planning on 
w ork ing on a fam ily tre e  proje ct.  I am  

glad I re ad th e  m agaz ine  to le arn about 
th is  program .
M ich ae l Naugh ton
Editor: Th ank  you Mich ae l. I'm  s ure  you'll 
find GRAMPS to be  e xactly w h at your 
look ing for. I've  us e d it in th e  pas t for part 
of m y ow n fam ily tre e , and it w as  a joy to 
us e . Ch e ck  th is  is s ue  for our e xclus ive  
inte rvie w  w ith  Don, th e  le ad de ve lope r of 
th e  GRAMPS s oftw are .

It w as  a ple as ure  re ading th e  firs t is s ue  of 
full circle , but I w ould lik e  to com m e nt on 
th e  'top 5 linux gam e s ' article  ... I've  trie d 
m os t of linux gam e s  and h ave  ne ve r 
found a gam e  th at is  be tte r th an 
Tre m ulous  (w w w .tre m ulous.ne t)  and 
h ttp://e n.w ik ipe dia.org/w ik i/Tre m ulous  
for m ore  info.
Ve rb
Editor: Th ank s  Ve rb. Tre m ulous  doe s  
inde e d look  pre tty s pe cial and ve ry 
polis h e d. W e 'll ge t s om e one  from  th e  
te am  on th e  cas e  to give  it a te s t run and 
h ope fully re vie w  it in a future  is s ue . Be tte r 
s till; anyone  out th e re  w ant to w rite  an in-
de pth  re vie w  of Tre m ulous ? 

Above : Tre m ulous  in all its  3D glory!

http://www.tremulous.net
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tremulous
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QQ && AA
W ritte n by Robe rt Clips h am

If you h ave  an Ubuntu re late d q ue s tion w h ich  ne e ds  ans w e ring, e m ail it to us  h e re  at 
q ue stions@ fullcircle m agazine .org, and w e 'll pas s  th e m  on to Robe rt for ans w e ring in a future  is s ue .
Ple ase  include  as  m uch  inform ation as  you can about your proble m .

Is  it poss ible  for m e  to ch ange  m y us e rnam e  and passw ord I us e  to log into Ubuntu? 
Can I do th is  w ith out cre ating a ne w  account? 
You can ch ange  all your log-in de tails  s im ply by going to Sys te m  > Adm inis tration > 
Us e rs  and Groups  and s e le cting your nam e . You can ch ange  e ve ryth ing to do w ith  
your account th e re . In Kubuntu go to th e  K  Me nu > Sys te m  Se ttings  > Us e r 
Manage m e nt > Adm inis trator m ode , s e le ct your us e r and go to m odify.
h ttp://ubuntuforum s.org/sh ow th re ad.ph p?p=2845188

Se ve ral of m y 3D applications run ve ry slow , and I don't k now  if Ope nGL is  installe d. 
Th e re  doe sn't appe ar to be  a pack age  calle d ope ngl in Synaptic. Any ide as  w h ich  
pack age s  install /m aintain Ope nGL? 
Ope nGL s upport is  include d w ith  th e  3D graph ics  card drive rs  for your graph ics  card. If 
you h ave  an ATI or nVidia card, you can find th e  drive rs  in th e  re s tricte d drive rs  
m anage r (Sys te m  > Adm inis tration > Re s tricte d Drive rs  Manage r). 
h ttp://w w w .ope ngl.org/

Ubuntu s e e m s  to h ave  a cool e nough  cle an look  to it, but is  th e re  a w ay to custom ize  
it to look  as/m ore  visually attractive  as/th an Vista?
Com piz  is  pre -ins talle d on Ubuntu, jus t go to Sys te m >Pre fe re nce s >De s k top e ffe cts , 
th e n click  e nable . If you w ant a m ore  cus tom is able  look , you can us e  be ryl (w w w .be ryl-
proje ct.org) and us e  th e m e s  from  w w w .gnom e -look .org or w w w .k de -look .org.
h ttp://ubuntuforum s.org/sh ow th re ad.ph p?t=439 230

H ow  do I ins tall Ubuntu Studio?
Go to Applications > Add/Re m ove ... Th e n s e arch  for ubuntu s tudio. Ins tall it lik e  you 
w ould any oth e r program .
h ttp://ubuntuforum s.org/sh ow th re ad.ph p?t=439 717

mailto:questions@fullcirclemagazine.org
http://ubuntuforums.org/showthread.php?p=2845188
http://www.opengl.org/
http://ubuntuforums.org/showthread.php?t=439230
http://ubuntuforums.org/showthread.php?t=439717
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MM YY  DD EESSKK TTOO PP
W ritte n by Rob K e rfia

MM YY  PPCC
W ritte n by Danie l Coh e n

W e ll, th is  is  m y de s k top.  It's  w h e re  m os t of th e  
w ork  on th e  Full Circle  Magaz ine  w e bs ite  h appe ns . 
I'm  running Ubuntu 7.04 (w ith  a patch e d k e rne l). 
Th e  de s k top is  jus t Be ryl w ith  th e  XFCE 4 Pane l -- 
no GNOME, no KDE.  
It's  q uite  fas t and ligh tw e igh t.  Th e  th e m e  is  Ubuntu 
Studio (you can ge t it from  th e ir re pos itorie s . Th e re  
are  ins tructions  at ubuntustudio.org).  Th e  Em e rald 
th e m e  is  Sk y.
All of th is  is  running on a 17 inch  MacBook  Pro w ith  
a 2.33GH z  Inte l Core  2 Duo, 2 GB RAM and a 
256MB ATI Mobility Rade on X1600.

AM D Ath lon 2800+  1.84 GH z, nVidia Ge Force  5200 FX,
2GB DDR RAM , DVD- RW , Logite ch  X- 230 2.1 Spe ak e rs
Saite k  Gam e r's  K e yboard, Optical M ous e  3000, W acom  Volito 
2, h da1 = 120gb, h db1 = 80gb, h dc1 = 250gb.
Cus tom is ations  include : Fan controlle r, 4 UV fans , 3 (1 dud) 
UV s tripligh ts  (2 blue , 1 purple ), h arddrive  coole rs  and m onitors .
W h e n I got it, it w as  a low -e nd PC w h ich  re ally w as n't - and 
s till is n't - gre at at playing gam e s . But w h at m ak e s  it s pe cial to 
m e  is  th at it w as  th e  firs t com pute r th at I built m ys e lf, around 3 
ye ars  ago. W h e n you build your ow n PC th e re  are  all th e  
proble m s , lik e  th e  fan not fitting ne xt to th e  w h oppe r graph ics  
card, but in th e  e nd it is  m uch  m ore  s atis factory, not to m e ntion 
ch e ape r! I gue s s  I lik e  com paring it to De ll's  and appre ciating 
h ow  m uch  nice r a cus tom  built PC look s  w ith  all th e  glow ing 
and th e  s h inyne s s .
It's  curre ntly q uad-booting (ye s  q uad-booting) W indow s  XP, 
Ubuntu 7.04, Fe dora 7 and W indow s  Vis ta (w h ich  I w on in a 
com pe tition, oth e rw is e  it w ouldn't be  on th e re ). I us e  w indow s  
for any gam e s  th at don't run in w ine , but apart from  th at it's  
Linux all th e  w ay. Luck ily all parts  of m y PC w ork  in Ubuntu 
and Fe dora jus t fine .

Th is  is  your ch ance  to s h ow  th e  w orld your fancy de s k top or PC. Ple as e  e m ail your s cre e ns h ots  and 
ph otos  to: m isc@ fullcircle m agazine .org. Ple as e  include  a brie f paragraph  of te xt about your de s k top, 
your PC's  s pe cifications  or any oth e r inte re s ting tidbits  about your de s k top or PC.

mailto:misc@fullcirclemagazine.org
http://www.ubuntustudio.org
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TTOO PP55  WW IIDD GGEETTSS//AAPPPPLLEETTSS  
W ritte n by Andre w  M in

KNote s
H om e page : h ttp://pim .k de .org/com pone nts /k note s .ph p 
One  of th e  be s t w ays  to ge t th ings  done  is  to us e  
s tick y note s .  My bigge s t proble m  w ith  th e m  is  th at 
I'm  alw ays  at th e  com pute r, s o I don't s e e  th e m . 
Th at's  w h y I us e  KNote s , a virtual s tick y note s  
program  for GNU/Linux us e rs .  Jus t type  Alt-Sh ift-N 
to cre ate  a ne w  note  (or righ t-click  on th e  KNote s  
icon and click  “Ne w  Note ”).  You can s e t alarm s , s e nd note s  to oth e r com pute rs  
(if th e y us e  KNote s  as  w e ll), e m ail note s , print note s , s ave  note s  to te xt file s , 
ch ange  th e  colors  and fonts , h ide  note s , k e e p th e m  above  or be low  all w indow s , 
cre ate  note s  from  th e  clipboard (Alt-Sh ift-C), s e arch  note s , and m uch  m ore .  As  
an adde d bonus , it w ill s h ow  up in Kontact (th e  KDE PIM s uite ) unde r th e  Note s  
s e ction.
If you us e  Kubuntu, KNote s  is  pre -ins talle d.  All oth e r Ubuntu us e rs  can ins tall th e  
k note s  pack age  from  th e  re pos itorie s  .

Each  m onth , Andre w  w ill bring you a Top5 lis t of obs cure  gam e s , applications  or w h ate ve r e ls e  th at h e  
can s cratch  from  th e  de pth s  of th e  Inte rne t! If you h ave  ide as  for lis ts , ple as e  e m ail th e m  to us  h e re  
at: m isc@ fullcircle m agazine .org and w e 'll pas s  your ide as  on to Andre w .

Side Candy Ne tw ork
H om e page : h ttp://w w w .gde s k le ts .org/ 
Side Candy Ne tw ork  h as  a s im ple  job, 
and it doe s  it w e ll.  All it doe s  is  re port 
inform ation on your Inte rne t conne ction. 
 It w ill s h ow  your de vice  (w h ich  you can 
ch ange  in th e  configuration), your IP 
addre s s , and th e  upload and dow nload 
s pe e ds .  Eve ryth ing th at you ne e d to k now  about your Inte rne t is  pack e d into a 
tiny w idge t th at tak e s  up virtually no s pace .  It's  one  of th os e  little  tools  th at is  
forge ttable  but invaluable .
To ins tall Side Candy Ne tw ork , you'll ne e d gDe s k le ts  (a GNOME w idge t e ngine ) 
ins talle d (th e  gDe s k le ts  pack age  in th e  Ubuntu unive rs e  re pos itory).  Ope n 
gDe s k le ts , navigate  to th e  Sys te m /Ne t s e ction, and double -click  on Side Candy 
Ne tw ork .

mailto:misc@fullcirclemagazine.org
http://pim.kde.org/components/knotes.php
http://www.gdesklets.org/
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Quote  of th e  Day
H om e page : h ttp://w w w .gde s k le ts .org/?q =de s k le t/vie w /181 
Quote  of th e  Day pulls  q uote s  from  m ultiple  s ource s  and dis plays  
th e m  in a w idge t on your de s k top. It s upports  back grounds , 
re s iz ing, and doe s  its  job w e ll.  Now  you can q uote  s ayings  by 
e ve ryone  from  Confucious  (“ Ignorance  is  th e  nigh t of th e  m ind, 
but a nigh t w ith out m oon and s tar”) to Juan Ram ón Jim éne z  (“ If 
th e y give  you rule d pape r, w rite  th e  oth e r w ay”).
Quote  of th e  Day is  anoth e r gDe s k le ts  w idge t.  H ow e ve r, unlik e  Side Candy Ne tw ork , Quote  of 
th e  Day is n't ins talle d w ith  gDe s k le ts .  You ne e d to dow nload th e  Quote  of th e  Day arch ive  from  
its  s ite .  Th e n, ope n gDe s k le ts , click  File  > Ins tall Pack age ... brow s e  to th e  arch ive  you 
dow nloade d, th e n double  click  on Quote  of th e  Day.

liq uid w e ath e r+ +
H om e page : h ttp://liq uidw e ath e r.ne t/ 
W e ath e r re porting is  one  of th e  m os t popular us e s  for w idge ts . 
Liq uid w e ath e r + +  (ak a lw p) doe s  a fine  job of re porting th e  
w e ath e r from  th re e  w e ath e r fore cas ting s e rvice s  (W e ath e r.com , 
Accuw e ath e r, and th e  BBC). But m ore  th an jus t give  th e  curre nt 
w e ath e r conditions , it w ill als o ge ne rate  a five  day w e ath e r re port, 
s h ow  w ind s pe e d and dire ction, vis ibility, UV, e arth q uak e s , 
w e bcam s , e m ail or print curre nt conditions  and/or 5 day fore cas t (Re portLab re q uire d), give  
re ports  on m ultiple  citie s  and s upports  s k inning.
To ins tall liq uid w e ath e r+ + , you ne e d Supe rKaram ba (a w idge t e ngine  for KDE us e rs , available  
in Ubuntu unive rs e  re pos itory).  You'll als o ne e d to h ave  Im age Magick  (im age m agick  in th e  
Ubuntu re pos itorie s ) and PyQt ins talle d.  Once  all th e  re q uire m e nts  are  m e t, dow nload th e  .s k z  
file  from  th e  lw p s ite  and double  click  it (or ope n Supe rKaram ba, click  Ope n Local Th e m e , and 
ch oos e  th e  file  you dow nloade d).

BuildAM on
H om e page : h ttp://k de -look .org/conte nt/s h ow .ph p/BuildAMon+ -
Build+ Your+ Ow n+ Sys te m + Monitor?conte nt=53736 
No w idge t article  is  com ple te  w ith out m e ntioning a s ys te m  m onitor 
(a m onitor th at re ports  CPU us age , m e m ory us age , H DD 
te m pe rature , and oth e r s ys te m  inform ation).  H ow e ve r, it is  virtually 
im pos s ible  to ch oos e  w h ich  one  to us e .  Afte r all, s om e  pe ople  th ink  
th at ce rtain re s ource s  are  m ore  im portant th an oth e rs  (I pe rs onally 
lik e  to k now  h ow  m uch  RAM I h ave  fre e , w h ile  oth e rs  m igh t be  m ore  inte re s te d in a h ard drive  
us age  m onitor).  Th at's  w h y I love  BuildAMon.  Ins te ad of offe ring jus t one  w idge t, it provide s  
you w ith  tons  of s e ns ors , gauge s , and graph s , and le ts  you cus tom iz e  it according to your ne e ds  
(th e re  is  a bunch  of us e ful com m e nts  in th e  code , s o e ve n pe ople  w h o don't k now  h ow  to 
program  w ill fe e l at h om e ).  It fe ature s  s e ns ors  for s ys te m  inform ation (us e rnam e , h os tnam e , 
k e rne l, uptim e , e tc), CPU us age , CPU (and GPU) te m pe rature , H DD te m pe rature , fan s pe e d, 
m e m ory us age , dis k  us age , W lan s ignal le ve l, gate w ay te xt, h ard dis k  SMART info, re ports  on 
th e  us e rs  logge d in, h as  ne tw ork  graph s , and m uch  m ore .
To run BuildAMon, you'll ne e d Supe rKaram ba.  Th e n, dow nload and e xtract th e  BuildAMon 
tar.gz , ope n one  of th e  e xam ple  .th e m e s , and s tart e diting.  To run your cre ation, double  click  on 
th e  .th e m e  file  (or ope n Supe rKaram ba, click  Ope n Local Th e m e , and ch oos e  th e  .th e m e ).

http://www.gdesklets.org/?q=desklet/view/181
http://liquidweather.net/
http://kde-look.org/content/show.php/BuildAMon+-Build+Your+Own+System+Monitor?content=53736
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W e  are  alw ays  look ing for ne w  article s  to include  in full circle .
For article  guide line s , ide as , and for is s ue  trans lation, ple as e  s e e  our w ik i : 
 h ttp://w ik i.ubuntu.com /UbuntuM agazine

Ple as e  e m ail your article s  to : article s@ fullcircle m agazine .org

Inform ation
Editor W e bm aste r Com m 's  M anage r
Ronnie  Tuck e r Rob K e rfia Robe rt Clips h am

M e e tings
Contributors  m e e tings  : Saturday 7th , 14th , 21s t and 28th  July @  1600 UTC
Ge ne ral m e e ting (all w e lcom e ) : Saturday 14th  July @  1700 UTC
Me e tings  tak e  place  in th e  IRC ch anne l #fullcircle m agazine , w h ich  is  on th e  
irc.fre e node .ne t s e rve r. Or you can us e  our w e bIRC page  w h ich  w ill allow  you to 
inte ract w ith  th e  IRC ch anne l from  w ith in your w e b brow s e r.

De adline  for Issue  #3 is  Sunday 15th  July.
Proje cte d re le as e  date  for is sue  #3 is  Friday 27th  July.

If you w ould lik e  to s ubm it ne w s , e m ail it to : ne w s@ fullcircle m agazine .org
Se nd your com m e nts  or Linux e xpe rie nce s  to : le tte rs@ fullcircle m agazine .org
H ardw are /s oftw are  re vie w s  s h ould be  s e nt to : re vie w s@ fullcircle m agazine .org
Que s tions  for future  inte rvie w s  s h ould go to : q ue stions@ fullcircle m agazine .org
Lis ts  and de s k top/pc ph otos  s h ould be  e m aile d to : m isc@ fullcircle m agazine .org

If you h ave  q ue s tions , you can vis it our forum  : w w w .fullcircle m agazine .org

http://wiki.ubuntu.com/UbuntuMagazine
mailto:articles@fullcirclemagazine.org
http://www.fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:news@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:letters@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:reviews@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:questions@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:misc@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:ronnie@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:admin@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:mrmonday@fullcirclemagazine.org
http://irc.fullcirclemagazine.org



