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full circle

A ll te xt and im ag e s  containe d in th is  m ag az ine  are  re le as e d unde r th e  Cre ative  Com m ons  A ttrib ution-
By- Sh are A lik e  3.0 Unporte d lice ns e . Th is  m e ans  you can adapt, copy, dis trib ute  and trans m it th e  
article s  b ut only unde r th e  follow ing  conditions : You m us t attrib ute  th e  w ork  to th e  orig inal auth or in 
s om e  w ay (at le as t a nam e , e m ail or url) and to th is  m ag az ine  b y nam e  (full circle ) and th e  url 
w w w .fullcircle m ag az ine .org  (b ut not attrib ute  th e  article (s ) in any w ay th at s ug g e s ts  th at th e y 
e ndors e  you or your us e  of th e  w ork ). A nd If you alte r, trans form , or b uild upon th is  w ork , you m us t 
dis trib ute  th e  re s ulting  w ork  unde r th e  s am e , s im ilar or a com patib le  lice ns e .
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Th e  b ig  ne w s  th is  m onth  is  th e  announce m e nt from  D e ll th at th e y w ill 
s h ip b oth  de s k top and laptop m ach ine s  w ith  Ub untu pre - ins talle d. 

You m ay s ay "It's  only one  com pany," b ut corre ct m e  if I am  w rong , (and 
I'm  s ure  you w ill), b ut M icros oft b e g an th e ir ris e  to dom inance  from  jus t 
one  de al w ith  IBM . A nd if M icros oft can do it, w e  can do it... and b e tte r!

I als o w ant to tak e  th is  opportunity to th ank  e ve ryone  in th e  Ub untu com m unity 
w h o h e lpe d m ak e  th e  full circle  pilot is s ue  s uch  a roaring s ucce s s ! I w is h  I could 
nam e  you all one  by one  b ut it'd tak e  up th e  e ntire  is s ue ! W ith in one  w e e k  w e  h ad 
ove r 25,000 dow nloads ! A s  I w rite  th is  e ditorial w e  are  h e ading for th e  55,000 
m ark . W ith in days  of re le as ing is s ue  #0 w e  h ad a flood of e m ails  from  volunte e rs  
w anting to trans late  full circle . A s  I w rite  th is  w e  h ave  s ix trans lations  for 
dow nload now  w ith  s e ve ral m ore  on th e  w ay. If you w ould lik e  to trans late  th is  
m agaz ine  into your native  language  ple as e  vis it our w ik i  trans lation pag e , re ad 
th e  guide line s , and ge t to it!

If fam ily h is tory is  your th ing th e n w e  h ave  a s pe cial tre at for you w ith  a re vie w  of 
GRA M PS -  th e  Linux ge ne alogy s oftw are  -  ne xt m onth  w e  h ope  to h ave  an 
e xclus ive  inte rvie w  w ith  its  cre ator.

M ayb e  you're  m ore  of th e  D IY type ? In our H ow - To's  th is  m onth  w e  h ave  th e  in's  
and out's  of th os e  dire ctorie s  are  on your h ard drive , th e  firs t in m y s e rie s  of 
Scrib us  tutorials , an introduction to M yth TV and lots of oth e r good s tuff.

I h ope  you e njoy th is  firs t is s ue  and re m e m b e r; m ys e lf and th e  te am  are  all on our 
w e bs ite  forum  at w w w .fullcircle m ag az ine .org and als o on irc, ch anne l 
#fullcircle m agazine  on th e  irc.fre e node .org s e rve r. Com e  s ay h e llo!

A ll th e  b e st,
Ronnie

EEDD IITTOO RRIIAALL

Th is  m agaz ine  w as  cre ate d us ing  :

Th ank s to : linuxge e k e ry for th e  w e bs ite  and .org nam e , m yk alRe b orn, 
uk ub untu and m rm onday for th e  full circle  logo. UbuntuForum s.org for le tting 
us  s pam  th e ir forum  w h ile  organis ing all th is . Th e  Ub untu M ark e ting Te am  for 
h e lping us  prom ote  and dis trib ute  th is  m agaz ine . A nd ab ove  all; th e  Ub untu 
com m unity -  as  a w h ole  -  for b e ing one  b ig, h e lpful, h appy, fam ily.

https://wiki.ubuntu.com/UbuntuMagazine/TranslateFullCircle
http://www.fullcirclemagazine.org
http://www.scribus.net
http://www.openoffice.org
http://www.gimp.org


44  

NNEEWW SS

DD ee llll  ppaarrttnnee rrss  ww iitthh   UUbb uunnttuu!!
W ith  m any pe ople  s pe culating  on 
w h e th e r D e ll w ould s h ip a dis tro 
of Linux pre - ins talle d on its  
laptops , it cam e  as  s om e th ing  of 
a s urpris e  to s e e  th at D e ll CEO  
M ich ae l D e ll us e s  Ub untu 7.04 on 
h is  h om e  laptop! (righ t)

W ith in days  th e  w orlds  w ors t k e pt 
s e cre t w as  out; D e ll announce d th at it 
w ould inde e d b e gin s h ipping s om e  of 
its  laptop and de s k top m ach ine s  w ith  
Ub untu 7.04 : Fe is ty Faw n.

Th is  w as  s park e d by D e ll as k ing its  cus tom e rs  w h at th e y w ould lik e  to s e e  in future  D e ll 
m ach ine s . M uch  to D e ll's  s urpris e , m any of its  us e rs  as k e d for Linux to b e  pre ins talle d!

A ll re s pe ct to D e ll for lis te ning to its  cus tom e rs , follow ing th rough  on th e ir prom is e  to 
give  th e  cus tom e r w h at th e y w ant and tak ing th e  b old m ove  of us ing Linux. Bravo!

Sunnz  -  s unnz y@ g m ail.com

D ID  YO U K NO W  ?
Each  Ub untu re le as e  is  nam e d afte r an 
anim al (e g : H e dg e h og , Badg e r, Faw n). 
Prior to Fe is ty Faw n w as  Edg y Eft, w h at 
k ind of anim al is  an Eft?

'D uring  th e  tim e  rig h t afte r 
m e tam orph os is , m any North  A m e rican 
Ne w t s pe cie s  g o th roug h  a ph as e  calle d 
th e  'e ft ph as e '. In s om e  cas e s  th e ir s k in 
ch ang e s  color, b ut e fts  alw ays  live  th e ir 
life  on land. O nly w h e n th e  e ft re ach e s  
adulth ood w ill it b e g in to live  its  life  in a 
m ore  aq uatic fas h ion' -  (W ik ipe dia)

LLiinnuuxx::  VViioollaattiinngg   
MM iiccrroossoofftt  PPaattee nnttss??
Brad Sm ith , M icros oft's  top law ye r, h as  s tate d 
th at ope n s ource  s oftw are  violate s  235 of th e  
s oftw are  g iant's  pate nts  including  42 in th e  
Linux k e rne l, 65 in th e  Linux inte rface  and 
re late d de s ig n e le m e nts , and 46 in 
O pe nO ffice .org .

"W h at's  fair is  fair. W e  live  in a w orld w h e re  w e  
h onor, and s upport th e  h onoring  of, inte lle ctual 
prope rty. [O pe n s ource  ne e ds  to] play b y th e  
s am e  rule s  as  th e  re s t of th e  b us ine s s ," s aid 
M icros oft CEO  Ste ve  Ballm e r.

Pros e cuting  th e  violations  could prove  
prob le m atic for M icros oft as  s e ve ral m ajor 
s upporte rs  of ope n s ource  h old a num b e r of 
pate nts  w h ich  could pos s ib ly b e  us e d to attack  
M icros oft's  ow n s oftw are  including  W indow s .
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NEW S

UUbb uunnttuu  ggooee ss  mm oobb iillee

Th e  BBC New s w e bs ite  re ports  th at :

A  ve rs ion of th e  incre as ing ly popular 
Linux ope rating  s ys te m  Ub untu w ill 
b e  de ve lope d for us e  on ne t-
e nab le d ph one s  and de vice s .

Th e  Ub untu M ob ile  and Em b e dde d 
proje ct aim s  to cre ate  th e  ope n 
s ource  platform  for initial re le as e  in O ctob e r 2007.

Th e  ope rating  s ys te m  w ill b e  de ve lope d b y m e m b e rs  of th e  Ub untu 
com m unity, along  w ith  s taff from  ch ip g iant Inte l.

Source  -  h ttp://ne w s .b b c.co.uk /1/h i/te ch nolog y/663419 5.s tm

UUbb uunnttuu  TTrriibbee   --   TThh ee   MM oovviiee
From  th e  Pre ss Re le ase  :
Ub untu Trib e  is  a s e m i docum e ntary 
cyb e rom antic com e dy, film e d unde r th e  
D og m e 9 5 rule s . Th e  s h ort m ovie , s till in 
de ve lopm e nt, w ill b e  dis trib ute d on- line  unde r 
th e  Cre ative  Com m ons  lice ns e .

Th e  orig inal ve rs ion w ill b e  in Eus k ara w ith  tw o 
s ub title d ve rs ions ; one  in Eng lis h  and one  in 
Spanis h .

Th e  proje ct is  s till in de ve lopm e nt. A nd you can 
b e  active  part of it. If you h ave  an ide a or w is h  
to offe r your point of vie w  ple as e  le t us  k now  at 
info@ ub untutrib e .com .

You can find out m ore , and vie w  th e  traile r at th e  official pag e : ub untutrib e .com

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/technology/6634195.stm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dogme95
mailto:info@ubuntutribe.com
http://ubuntutribe.com
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OO LLPPCC  OO SS  UUPP  FFOO RR  DD OO WW NNLLOO AADD

If you've  ne ve r h e ard of O LPC m ayb e  th e  w ords  O ne  Laptop Pe r Ch ild  w ill 
ring  a b e ll in your h e ad, as  th is  proje ct h as  b e e n cove re d b y m any ne w s  
re ports  w orld w ide , b e  th e y IT incline d or jus t your s e ve n o'clock  ne w s . 
O LPC is  a US non- profit org aniz ation cre ate d b y M IT M e dia Lab  Faculty 
m e m b e rs  aim e d at de ve loping  a ch e ap and e as y to us e  com pute r for th e  
ch ildre n of th e  th ird- w orld. Th e  ope rating  s ys te m  -   or XO  as  it is  calle d -  is  
b as e d on ope n- s ource  s oftw are  and it's  applications  w ill cons is t of a w e b  
b row s e r, b as e d on M oz illa Fire fox's  G e ck o e ng ine , a docum e nt e ditor -  
A b iW ord, a RSS re ade r, an e m ail clie nt, m us ic com pos ition and g raph ics  
toolk its , g am e s  and e ve n a s h e ll for th os e  w h o fe e l th e  ne e d for a b it m ore  
fre e dom  . Prob ab ly th e  m os t innovating  th ing  ab out th e  O S is  th e  e as e  of 
us e  and intuitive  inte rface . You can s e e  s om e  s cre e ns h ots  h e re .

Th e  ope rating  s ys te m , b as e d on Fe dora Core , can now  b e  dow nloade d and 
b urne d on a dis c w h ich  runs  as  a Live  CD  on a s tandard M ac or PC. Th is  is  a 
g re at opportunity for pe ople  w h o lik e  to e xpe rim e nt w ith  s trang e  flavors  of 
Linux, b ut als o for th os e  w h o e ith e r don't h ave  th e  tim e  nor w ill, to 
unde rs tand h ow  to ope rate  in your typical de s k top e nvironm e nt. XO  b ring s  a 
re ady to us e  s ys te m  w h e re  com m ands  lik e  ./configure  or sudo m ak e  
install w ill b e  th ing s  th e  “g randpa” us e r -  w h o doe s n't us e  th e  com pute r 
for m ore  th an b row s ing  th e  w e b  and re ading  h is  e m ails  -   w on't h ave  to 
de al w ith . 

Th e re  are  of cours e  s om e  ne g ative  as pe cts  to 
th e  ope rating  s ys te m ... s uch  as  th e  lack  of 
audio/vide o h andle rs , th e  lack  of PD F s upport, 
and prob ab ly th e  w ors t: th e  h e avily m odifie d 
and ove r s im plifie d A b iW ord s ave s  th e  file s  in 
th e  .doc form at b y de fault. It's  a pity th at th is  
clos e d- s ource  form at is  b e ing  us e d and w ith out 
e xplaining  to th e  us e r w h at th e  diffe re nce  b e tw e e n doc and odt are , e ve n 
if m os t pe ople  h ave  M S W ord ins talle d and cannot ope n m os t FO SS 
docum e nts .

D e s pite  any s h ortcom ing s , th is  proje ct h as  true  pote ntial. But I h ave  to s ay 
th at from  look ing  at th os e  s cre e ns h ots  it look s  prom is ing . I don't k now  h ow  
m any pe ople  w ill us e  it for PC for oth e r purpos e s  th an e xpe rim e nting , b ut 
th is  could prove  to b e  a re al alte rnative  to th e  cons tantly b us y de s k top 
e nvironm e nts  – s uch  as  K D E or G nom e , for ins tance . If you do de cide  to 
dow nload th e  dis c and g ive  it a try, you m ay w ant to g o and m ak e  a cup of 
te a, as  it tak e s  a long  tim e  for th e  pag e  to load.

W ritte n by : Victor D om an

http://www.laptop.org/index.shtml
http://www.engadget.com/photos/olpc-sugar-interface-tour-gallery/209570/
http://olpc.download.redhat.com/olpc/streams/sdk/build1/livecd/
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23rd -  28th  April 2007

Fille d w ith  s e ve ral h undre d Ub untu us e rs , ch atroom  #ub untu- clas s room  h ad Canonical 
e m ploye e s  -  and com m unity volunte e rs  -  e xplain w h at th e y do, h ow  th e y do it and, 
m os t im portantly, ans w e r us e rs  q ue s tions . O ne  Canonical e m ploye e  tak ing q ue s tions  
w as  one  M ark  Sh uttlew orth  (ak a: SA BD FL -  Se lf- A ppointe d Be ne vole nt D ictator 
for Life ). W h at follow s  are  a fe w  s nippe ts  of h is  tw o Q & A  s e s s ions .

M ark , w ill th e re  e xist in th e  future  a 
ce rtification re lase d by Canonical, 
lik e  Re dH at Ce rtifie d Profe ssional?

ye s ! along  w ith  training  prog ram s , and 
training  m ate rials

Any rough  num be rs on h ow  m any 
*buntu m ach ine s th e re  are  running 
in th e  w orld curre ntly?

4- 16 m illion, m y b e s t g ue s s  including  
de rivative s  is  around 10 m illion

Sh ipIt is curre ntly not available  for 
Xubuntu... w ill th at be com e  available  
in th e  future ?

i don't th ink  s o. xub untu, as  i unde rs tand 
it, is  a m ore  s pe cialis t e nvironm e nt, s o 
w e  prob ab ly w ould not fund cd s h ipm e nts  
for it.

Se ve ral ubuntu page s and also bug #1 in 
launch pad note  th at ubuntu is e ntire ly 
fre e  (as in fre e  spe e ch ), h ow e ve r in th e  
de fault install th is is not true  (drive rs 
e tc.), are  th e re  plans on m ak ing th is 
m ore  transparant to th e  use r?

w e  s h ould alw ays  q ualify th at as  "only fre e  
applications ". at le as t, i fix it th at w ay in th e  
w ik i w h e n i run into it. w e  h ave  h ad th e  drive r 
e xce ption in place  s ince  th e  b e g inning , s o it's  
not as  th oug h  th is  h as  ch ang e d. h ope fully, th e  
ne w  flavour w ill als o carry th e  "pure  fre e " flag

I've  se e n som e  of th e  e stim ate d 
num be rs for *buntu, but I'm  
curious... h ow  m any uniq ue  IP 
addre sse s did th e  canonical se rve rs 
se e  on th  19 th  of April?

w ow , not s ure  i h ave  th at num b e r, b ut 
th e re  w e re  53 m irrors  b e fore  w e  
announce d, and 130 b y th e  e nd of th e  
day, th at w e  k now  of. s o h its  on 
canonical.com  are  a s m all fraction of total. 
i th ink  w e  w e re  s e rving  12 g ig ab its  / 
s e cond from  ours e lve s  and top 5 m irrors  :-
). prob ab ly 20 g b its /s  in total. 3 cd's  pe r 
s e cond for 12 h ours . pre tty am az ing . if 
you w e re  in # ub untu- re le as e - party, you 
k now  it w as  q uite  a rus h

full circle  w as eve n m e ntione d, tw ice !

is full circle  m agaz ine  also a m ark e ting 
te am  proje ct?

Je nda re plie d -  it's  b e e n com m unicating  w ith  
th e  M ark e ting  Te am , and it's  ve ry m uch  
s upporte d. But it h as  ne ve r e xplicitly de clare d 
its e lf as  s uch  to m y k now le dg e . s om e  
m e m b e rs  from  th e  M ark e ting  Te am  
participate  in it, b ut it w as  s tarte d (and is  run 
b y) from  s om e one  outs ide  th e  te am

W h at can you say about th e  Full Circle  
m agaz ine , Ubuntu com m unity m agaz ine  
re le ase d issue  #0. Pe rspe ctive s for th e  
future ?

Jono re plie d -  I h ad a look  at it and I th ink  its  
inte re s ting  -  I h ave  b e e n look ing  to g e t in 
touch  w ith  th e  auth ors  ab out a fe w  th ing s  -  
s o if th e y can g e t in touch  w ith  m e  th at 
w ould b e  g re at. I th ink  an ub untu m ag az ine  is  
a pre tty nifty ide a, alth oug h  a lot of th e s e  
k inds  of m ag az ine s  due  due  to production 
tim e . I h ope  th is  continue s  [Editors  note : i've  
s ince  e m aile d Jono]
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If you h ave  de cide d to s w itch  to Linux, and h ave  de cide d you w ant to try 
Ub untu, b ut don't k now  h ow , th is  is  th e  g uide  for you.

For K ubuntu, s e e  ne xt m onth .

Be fore  you s tart...

Ch e ck list

If you are  us ing  anoth e r ope rating  s ys te m  e .g. W indow s  X P, m ak e  s ure  you 
h ave  de frag m e nte d your h ard drive  (In w indow s , g o to s tart, th e n run, and 
type  de frag )

M ak e  s ure  your PC is  s e t to b oot from  th e  CD  drive  -  Se e  b e low

M ak e  s ure  you h ave  b urne d your Live /D e s k top CD  prope rly

M ak e  s ure  your PC m e e ts  th e  m inim um  s ys te m  re q uire m e nts : If you are  
running  W indow s  X P, th e n your PC is  m ore  th an fas t e noug h .

O nce  you h ave  dow nloade d and b urne d th e  
Live /D e s k top CD , re s tart your PC, w ith  th e  
dis k  in your CD /D VD  drive . If you don't s e e  
th is  s cre e n (righ t) : 

FFLLAAVVOO UURR  OO FF  TTHH EE  MM OO NNTTHH
W ritte n b y Robe rt Clipsh am UUbb uunnttuu  77..0044  --   FFee iissttyy  FFaaww nn

But ins te ad s e e  your us ual w indow s  loading  s cre e n, you ne e d to ch ang e  
s om e  options  in your BIO S. If at th is  point, you are  h e s itant to m ak e  th e  
s w itch , don't b e , th e re 's  noth ing  to w orry ab out.

BIO S s tands  for Bas ic Input O utput Sys te m . It is  a s m all ch ip in your PC, th at 
m ak e s  b as ic de cis ions , lik e  w h ich  orde r to b oot your PC. O n m os t PCs  It is  
s e t to Floppy D rive , H ard D rive , CD - RO M  D rive . M os t PCs  now , don't h ave  
floppy drive s , s o th e  b oot orde r is  th e  s am e  w ith out 'Floppy D rive '. If you 
h ave  an additional CD /D VD  drive  th is  m ay als o b e  on th e  lis t. Th e  Re as on 
you don't s e e  th e  s cre e n ab ove , is  th at it is  ch e ck ing  your H ard D rive  for an 
ope rating  s ys te m  firs t. W h e n it s e e s  w indow s , it b oots  th at, and ab orts  
s e arch ing  for any oth e r b ootab le  de vice s .

To ch ang e  your b oot orde r, you ne e d to k now  h ow  to g e t into your BIO S 
Se tting s . Th is  is  us ually ach ie ve d b y h itting  (not lite rally) F1, F2, Es c, D e l or 
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FFLLAAVVOO UURR  OO FF  TTHH EE  MM OO NNTTHH
W ritte n b y Robe rt Clipsh am UUbb uunnttuu  77..0044  --   FFee iissttyy  FFaaww nn
F10. W h e n you turn your PC on you w ill s e e  a m e s s ag e  s aying  pre s s  <k e y>  
to e nte r s e tup. If it g oe s  to fas t, pre s s  th e  Paus e /Bre ak  k e y w h e n it is  
dis playe d. Re s tart your PC w h e n you k now  w h at it is  and h it th at k e y. Note : If 
you s till don't k now  h ow  to g e t into th e  BIO S contact your m anufacture r, or 
s e arch  for 'Ente r BIO S' on g oog le  for s om e  e xce lle nt g uide s .

Note : You can't us e  your m ous e  in th e  BIO S!!! In th e  BIO S you ne e d to look  for 
an option calle d 'Boot config uration' or s im ilar. To navig ate  around th e  BIO S, 
us e  your arrow  k e ys  and e nte r to s e le ct. To g o b ack , h it Es c. Th e  options  you 
ne e d to ch ang e  w ill b e  s om e th ing  lik e :

Boot D e vice  1: Floppy
Boot D e vice  2: H D D
Boot D e vice  3: CD  RO M

Us e  th e  arrow s  to s e le ct H D D  (A b b re viation for H ard drive ) h it e nte r and 
s e le ct CD . M ak e  s ure  Boot de vice  3 h as  b e e n ch ang e d to H D D . W h e n you are  
done , h it Es c, to g e t b ack  to th e  m ain m e nu, th e n re ad th e  top/b ottom  of th e  
s cre e n and look  for w h at to pre s s  to 'Save  Config uration and Exit'. W A RNING : 
If you th ink  you h ave  ch ang e d any options  th at are  not re le vant to th is , us e  
Es c to e x it w ith out ch ang ing , and s tart ag ain.

W A RNING : D o Not ch ang e  any options , th at you th ink  w ould b e  w orth  
ch ang ing . You can m ak e  your PC unus ab le .

You s h ould now  b e  ab le  to s e e  th e  ab ove  s cre e n w h e n you turn on your PC. 
Firs t of all, (us ing  th e  arrow s  ag ain) 'Ch e ck  CD  for de fe cts '. Th is  w ill ch e ck  for 
any prob le m s  on th e  CD , to m ak e  s ure  you h ave  no prob le m s . If it g ive s  an 
e rror, you w ill ne e d to re - b urn your dis k , pos s ib ly at a s low e r s pe e d. It 
s h ould th e n re s tart your PC, and b ring  up th e  s am e  s cre e n ag ain.

Th is  tim e  s e le ct 'Start or ins tall Ub untu'.

A fte r a q uick  loading  b ar and s om e  
te xt, you s h ould s e e  a nice  Ub untu 
log o, and th is  loading  b ar:

Th is  loading  b ar w ill b e  your frie nd 
for th e  ne xt fe w  m inute s . You now  
h ave  tw o options , s it and s tare , 
e nch ante d b y th e  g e ntle  rock ing , or 
g e t a cup of te a and a b is cuit: It's  not 
g oing  anyw h e re  for a w h ile .
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O nce  it finally de cide s  to 
load (h ope fully it w on't 
tak e  long ) you w ill b e  
pre s e nte d w ith  th e  
de fault Ub untu de s k top, 
a love ly s h ade  of b row n. 
I didn't w ant to w as te  a 
s cre e ns h ot, s o h e re  it is :

You m ay now  th ink  'W e ll th at w as  e as y! I don't k now  w h at all th e  fus s  is  ab out'. 
I s h ould prob ab ly point out now , th at your ins tall CD  doub le s  as  a live  CD . A  live  
CD  le ts  you run th e  ope rating  s ys te m  from  th e  CD , rath e r th an ins talling  it. If you 
click  th e  m e nu options , you can ch oos e  from  a s e le ction of prog ram s  including :

Fire fox  – Aw ard w inning  inte rne t b row s e r

O pe nO ffice  – Full O ffice  s uite  – b ack w ards  com patib le  w ith  M icros oft O ffice

Th e  GIM P – Im ag e  e ditor, w ith  m any of th e  capab ilitie s  of A dob e  Ph otos h op

GA IM  – A n ins tant m e s s ag ing  clie nt

A t th is  point, th e re  are  a fe w  th ing s  th at you m ig h t w ant to ch e ck .

Is  th e  inte rne t w ork ing ?
Is  your ne tw ork  (if you h ave  one ) w ork ing ?
Is  s ound w ork ing ?
A re  your pe riph e rals  w ork ing ? (Printe r, Scanne r, W e b  cam  e tc.)

If th e re  are  q uite  a lot of th ing s  not w ork ing, try a diffe re nt Linux dis trib ution, as  
s e tting  up all of it could b e  a pain. If a couple  of th ing s  don't w ork , don't w orry, 
as  th e y w ill b e  e as y to s e tup. If you g e t s tuck , you can alw ays  as k  in th e  
w onde rful forum s  at ub untuforum s .org , or on th e  # ub untu  IRC ch anne l on 
irc.fre e node .ne t.

If you are  re ady, you can now  s tart to ins tall Ub untu to your PC. Sim ply doub le  
click  on th e  ins tall b utton on th e  de s k top. 

http://www.ubuntuforums.org
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A fte r a b rie f introduction, th e  
ins talle r w ill as k  for your 
pre fe rre d lang uag e , w h ich  
you can s e le ct from  th e  lis t. 
O nce  you h ave  s e le cte d your 
lang uag e , click  forw ard.

You can now  s e le ct w h e re  you 
live , s o Ub untu can s e t th e  tim e  
according ly, and s o Ub untu can 
s e le ct th e  clos e s t s e rve r to you, 
to allow  you to dow nload update s  
q uick e r. You can z oom  in on th e  
m ap, th e n click  your country to 
s e le ct your tim e  z one , or you can 
s e le ct it from  a lis t. D on't w orry if 
th e  tim e  it s tate s  is  w rong , as  it 
s h ould autom atically ch ang e  its e lf 
late r. If it doe s n't, you can ch ang e  
it once  it is  ins talle d.

Th e  ins talle r w ill now  as k  for your k e yb oard 
layout, s o th at th e  k e ys  you pre s s  w ill b e  th e  
one s  th at appe ar on th e  s cre e n. Your 
k e yb oard w ill us ually b e  link e d w ith  th e  
country you live  in. You can type  in th e  b ox, to 
m ak e  s ure  th at you h ave  s e le cte d th e  rig h t 
layout. Th e  m ain k e ys  you m ay h ave  prob le m s  
w ith  are  @  and “. If th e y are  s w itch e d, you 
h ave  s e le cte d th e  w rong  k e yb oard type .
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Th is  is  th e  h ard part. You m us t 
partition your h ard drive  s o th at 
you can m ulti- b oot w ith  anoth e r 
ope rating  s ys te m . Th is  m e ans  th at 
you w ill b e  ab le  to ch oos e  to b oot 
into Ub untu or your oth e r O S. I did 
not h ave  a w indow s  partition, s o I 
jus t ch os e  'e ras e  e ntire  dis k '. You 
s h ould not do th is . You s h ould 
ch oos e  th e  're s iz e  partition' 
option, and adjus t th e  s lide r to 
th e  s iz e  you w ant your ne w  
partition to b e . If you are  not s ure , 
le ave  it as  is .

O nce  you h ave  ch os e n th e  s iz e  for 
your ne w  partition, th e  ins talle r 
w ill as k  you if you w ant to im port 
your account file s  and s e tting s  
from  w indow s . Ch oos e  an account 
if you w ould lik e , th e n type  s om e  
de tails  b e low  for your ne w  
account. A s  you can s e e , I didn't 
h ave  any us e rs  to im port, s o I can 
jus t click  ne xt and continue .

Th e  ins talle r w ill now  as k  s om e  pe rs onal 
q ue s tions , to s ave  you typing  in your nam e  for 
e ve ry prog ram , to s ave  you th e  e ffort late r. It als o 
as k s  for a us e rnam e  and pas s w ord, w h ich  you 
w ill us e  to log on late r D o Not Los e  Th e s e ! You w ill 
b e  ab le  to s e t it up s o it autom atically log s  you 
on, not re com m e nde d for s afe ty, late r. You can 
als o ch oos e  a ne w  com pute r nam e , or le ave  th e  
de fault. W h e n you are  done , click  forw ard.
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Th e  ins talle r w ill now  dis play a 
s um m ary of w h at it w ants  to 
do, s o you can g o b ack  and 
ch ang e  any options  if 
ne ce s s ary. If you are  re ady, 
click  ins tall. Th e  ins talle r w ill 
s h ow  a loading  b ar, b ut m y 
ins tall didn't.

Th at's it! Th e  ins talle r w ill now  
ins tall Ub untu for you. You can 
m inim is e  th e  ins talle r if you w ant, 
and b row s e  th e  inte rne t or try s om e  
oth e r s oftw are  or g am e s , I 
re com m e nd you at le as t w ait until 
th e  partitioning  is  done  to do th is , 
as  you don't w ant th e re  to b e  any 
m e s s ing  up w ith  th at.

W h e n th e  ins tall h as  finis h e d, you w ill s e e  th e  m e s s ag e  ab ove  

You can ch oos e  to re s tart or continue  us ing  th e  live  CD . If you ch oos e  to continue  us ing  th e  live  CD , 
you can pre s s  th e  re d pow e r b utton in th e  top rig h t. O nce  you h ave  click e d re s tart, you w ill s e e  an 
unloading  b ar, th e n a m e s s ag e  to re m ove  your CD , do th is , and pre s s  e nte r. Your com pute r w ill 
re s tart, and you w ill notice  it loads  a lot fas te r th is  tim e . Pre s s  e nte r if it g ive s  yo a lis t of ope rating  
s ys te m s  to b oot from , th e n once  it h as  loade d, you w ill s e e  th e  log on s cre e n. Ente r your us e rnam e , 
pre s s  e nte r, th e n e nte r your pas s w ord and pre s s  e nte r.

You w ill prob ab ly (afte r a fe w  
s e conds , if you are  conne cte d to th e  
inte rne t) s e e  th is  m e s s ag e :

Click  th e  s tar, th e n 'Ins tall update s ' 
M os t of th e s e  w ill b e  s e curity update s , or e xtra fe ature s  for s oftw are . It w ill 
as k  you for your pas s w ord, s o th at it k now s  th at you w ant to ins tall th e m , 
th e n w ill dow nload and ins tall th e m . It w ill als o prob ab ly as k  for a re s tart. 
You now  h ave  Ub untu ins talle d and update d! You s h ould now  ch e ck  th at 
w indow s  s till w ork s  b y pre s s ing  th e  dow n arrow , and s e le cting  w indow s  on 
th e  loading s cre e n. It w ill prob ab ly com e  up w ith  a m e s s ag e  s aying  it ne e ds  to 
ch e ck  for e rrors  – th is  is  b e caus e  it th ink s  its  h ard drive  h as  m ys te rious ly 
s h runk , s o its  ch e ck ing  noth ing s  w rong. Enjoy Ubuntu!
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O ne  of th e  m os t troub ling  s tarting  points  th at ne w  Linux us e rs  h ave  to g e t 
ove r are  w h e re  th ing s  are  k e pt. Th e  Linux dire ctory s tructure  m ay s e e m  odd 
at firs t, e s pe cially to W indow s  us e rs .

H e re 's  a b rie f lis t of th e  m ajor dire ctorie s  and w h at th e y're  for.

DD IIRREECCTTOO RRYY
SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREEW ritte n b y ArsGe e k

/

(forw ard s las h ) Th is  is  th e  root dire ctory. Th e  m oth e rs h ip. Th e  h om e  
fie ld. Th e  one  and only top dire ctory for your w h ole  com pute r. 
Eve ryth ing , and I m e an EVERYTH ING  s tarts  h e re . W h e n you type  
'/h om e ' w h at you're  re ally s aying  is  "s tart at / and th e n g o th e  
th e  h om e  dire ctory."

/root

th is  is  w h e re  th e  root us e r live s . Th e  root us e r is  th e  g od of your 
s ys te m . Root can do anyth ing , up to and including  re m oving  your 
e ntire  file s ys te m . So b e  care ful us ing  root.

/bin

H e re 's  w h e re  your s tandard linux utilitie s  (re ad prog ram s ) live  - -  
th ing s  lik e  "ls " and "vi" and "m ore ". G e ne rally th is  dire ctory is  
include d in your path . W h at th is  m e ans  is  th at if you type  'ls ', /b in 
is  one  of th e  place s  your s h e ll w ill look  to s e e  if 'ls ' m e ans  anyth ing .

/etc

H e re 's  w h e re  th e  adm inis trative  and s ys te m  config uration s tuff 
live s . For ins tance , if you h ave  s am b a ins talle d, and you w ant to 
m odify th e  s am b a config uration file s , you'd find th e m  in 
/e tc/s am b a .

/dev

H e re 's  w h e re  file s  th at control pe riph e rals  live . Talk ing  to a printe r? 
Your com pute r is  doing  it from  h e re . Sam e  g oe s  for dis k  drive s , us b  
de vice s , and oth e r s uch  s tuff.

/h om e

H e re 's  w h e re  your data is  s tore d. Config  file s  s pe cific to us e rs , 
your D e s k top folde r (w h ich  m ak e s  your de s k top w h at it is ), and 
any data re late d to your us e r. Each  us e r w ill h ave  th e ir ow n 
/h om e /us e rnam e  folde r, w ith  th e  e xce ption of th e  root us e r.
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/tm p

Th is  is  th e  te m porary folde r. Th ink  of it as  a s cratch  dire ctory for 
your Linux s ys te m . File s  th at w on't b e  ne e de d b y prog ram s  once  
th e ir us e d once  or tw ice  are  put h e re . M any Linux s ys te m s  are  s e t 
to autom atically w ipe  th e  /tm p folde r at ce rtain inte rvals , s o don't 
put th ing s  you w ant to k e e p h e re .

/usr

H e re 's  w h e re  you'll find e xtra utilitie s  th at don't fit unde r /b in or 
/e tc. Th ing s  lik e  g am e s , printe r utilitie s , and w h atnot. /us r is  
divide d into s e ctions  lik e  /us r/b in for prog ram s , /us r/s h are  for 
s h are d data lik e  s ound file s  or icons , /us r/lib  for lib rarie s  w h ich  
cannot b e  dire ctly run b ut are  e s s e ntial for running  oth e r prog ram s . 
Your pack ag e  m anag e r tak e s  care  of th e  th ing s  in /us r for you.

Th e re  are  a fe w  oth e r dire ctorie s  you m ay find as  w e ll.

/opt

H e re 's  w h e re  optional s tuff is  put. Trying  out th e  late s t Fire fox 
b e ta? Ins tall it to /opt w h e re  you can de le te  it w ith out affe cting  
oth e r s e tting s . Prog ram s  in h e re  us ually live  ins ide  a s ing le  folde r 
w h ich  contains  all of th e ir data, lib rarie s , e tc.

/usr/local

Th is  is  w h e re  m os t m anually ins talle d (ie . outs ide  of your pack ag e  
m anag e r) s oftw are  g oe s . It h as  th e  s am e  s tructure  as  /us r. It is  a 
g ood ide a to le ave  /us r to your pack ag e  m anag e r and put any 
cus tom  s cripts  and th ing s  into /us r/local, s ince  noth ing  im portant 
norm ally live s  in /us r/local.

/m e dia

Som e  dis tros  us e  th is  folde r to m ount th ing s  lik e  us b  dis k s , cd or 
dvd drive s  and oth e r file s ys te m s .

Now  you can cons ide r yours e lf one  s te p clos e r to a m as te r Linux us e r. Th e s e  
dire ctorie s , w h ile  at firs t a little  confus ing , w ill b e com e  s e cond nature  to you 
afte r a b it of us e .
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M yth TV ge ts Fe isty!

Th e  com m unity s pok e  and our Ub untu M yth TV te am  lis te ne d! W ith  th e  
introduction of th e  ne w  M yth TV pack ag e s  for Fe is ty Faw n 7.04, ins talling  
and config uring  M yth TV h as  ne ve r b e e n e as ie r. M any of th e  annoying  
ins tallation q uirk s  h ave  b e e n re s olve d and m any s ug g e s te d im prove m e nts  
h ave  b e e n im ple m e nte d.

W e  th ink  you w ill ag re e  th at th e  h undre ds  of h ours  s pe nt im proving , te s ting  
and docum e nting  th e  ne w  Fe is ty M yth TV pack ag e s  w e re  tim e  w e ll s pe nt! 

Ne w  Pack aging Ch ange s for M yth TV Fe isty Faw n

H e re  is  a s um m ary of th e  m os t im portant im prove m e nts  dire ctly re late d to 
th e  Fe is ty pack ag e s :

* M yth TV h as  b e e n update d to a m ore  re ce nt ch e ck out of 0.20- fixe s  b ranch  to include  

m ore  re ce nt b ufixe s  and ch ang e s

* Te rm inal- b as e d com m ands  h ave  b e e n g re atly re duce d for D e s k top ins talls , m ak ing  th e m  

9 9 %  point- and- click !

* Th e  m yth tv- datab as e  w ill now  ins tall a cron job  to pe rform  autom atic w e e k ly b ack ups  of 

th e  m yth conve rg  datab as e -  k e e ping  your prog ram  inform ation and s e tting s  s afe r

* Th e  us e r is  now  notifie d of M ySQ L pas s w ord for th e  m yth tv us e r and its  location in th e  

file s ys te m

* To alle viate  datab as e  acce s s  e rrors , th e  Pack ag e s  autom atically offe r th e  option to add 

a us e r to th e  m yth tv g roup upon initial s tartup

* M yth w e b  now  ins talls  w ith  th e  corre ct pe rm is s ions  on all file s  and dire ctorie s

* Th e  m yth tv us e r is  adde d to th e  cdrom  g roup during  ins tallation. D VD  Playb ack  w ill no 

long e r fail b e caus e  of pe rm is s ions

* M yth tv- s e tup w ill now  autom atically prom pt to s top th e  b ack e nd b e fore  launch ing  and 

re s tart it afte r s e tup is  com ple te

* A LSA  is  now  th e  de fault s ound s ys te m  on ne w  ins tallations  of m yth tv- fronte nd

*  D uring  th e  s tart of th e  init s cripts , th e  Q T A uth e ntication w arning  is  now  alle viate d
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* Th e  H D  H om e  Run Q A M  s upport patch e s  from  Fe b ruary are  now  include d for b e tte r out 

of th e  b ox H D  H om e  Run s upport.

* Th e  M ySQ L root pas s w ord prom pts  and m yth tv- datab as e  ins tallation now  as s um e  no 

root pas s w ord on th e  m ys q l datab as e  (as  is  th e  cas e  of a ne w  ins tallation)

o H e lps  pre ve nt m is re ading  prom pts  and e nte ring  w rong  pas s w ord on m ys q l ins tall

o If th e  pas s w ord is n't acce pte d, ins tructions  for re config uring  th e  datab as e  are  

provide d in b oth  G UI and te xt form

M e tapack age s

* Re de fine  th e  e x is ting  m e tapack ag e , "m yth tv" for q uick , pain fre e  s ing le  de s k top ins talls

* A ll b ack e nd ins talls  w ill autom atically s e tup NTP, e ns uring  th at tim e  is  alw ays  accurate  

on b oth  m as te r and s lave  b ack e nds

* Introduce  ne w  m e tapack ag e -  "ub untu- m yth tv- fronte nd"-  for q uick  s tandalone  fronte nd 

ins tallation

o D uring  th e  initial s tartup, th e  pack ag e  w ill de te ct if th e  b ack e nd w as  re ce ntly 

ins talle d, and an option to config ure  it prior to s tartup is  pre s e nte d to th e  us e r

o Se tup autom atic G D M  log in into a m yth tv fronte nd s e s s ion

o Pars e  th e  ~/.lircrc and launch  ire xe c for th e  us e r if it is  ne ce s s ary on a 

s tandalone  fronte nd

o Start a g nom e - s cre e ns ave r in th e  b ack g round for th e  us e r

o Load any cus tom iz e d s e tting s  cre ate d b y nvidia- s e tting s  for TV- out or picture  

e nh ance m e nt

o Pre s e nt a cle an b ack g round for th e  us e r until m yth tv s tarts  to load

* Introduce  th e  ne w  m e tapack ag e , "m yth tv- b ack e nd- m as te r" -  for q uick  s tandalone  

m as te r b ack e nd ins tallation

o A utom atically config ure s  th e  datab as e

o Ins talls  a com ple te  b ack e nd

HH OO WW -- TTOO
W ritte n b y Th e  Ubuntu M yth TV Te am
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Im prove d H ardw are  Support

Fe is ty Faw n 7.04 als o provide s  m ore  out- of- th e - b ox functionality for 
popular tv tune r cards  and ch ips e ts . Th e  ne w  k e rne ls  include d w ith  Fe is ty 
h ave  b uilt- in s upport for th e  PVR- xxx s e rie s  of H auppaug e  cards , ivtv- b as e d 
cards  and oth e r popular tune rs . In m any cas e s , th e re  is  no ne e d for furth e r 
drive r ins tallation. Re com piling  th e  IVTV drive r is  now  no long e r ne ce s s ary 
e ve ry tim e  a ne w  k e rne l is  re le as e d!

A  s pe cial pag e  h as  b e e n cre ate d to track  th e  functionality of tune r cards  in 
Fe is ty, including  fixe s  for ins tance s  of partial- functionality. Se e  Tune rs  and 
H ardw are  for m ore  inform ation

Lirc h as  als o b e e n im prove d for Fe is ty:

* Support for b oth  m ce us b 2 and pvr150 IR trans m itte rs  now  include d in th e  Ub untu 

pack ag e s

* i2c and g pio m odule s  now  com pile  w ith out e rror on th e  late s t k e rne ls

* Se e  h ttp://h e lp.ub untu.com /com m unity/Ins tall_ Lirc_ Fe is ty  for m ore  inform ation

Installation Guide s

Th e  O fficial Ub untu M yth TV ins tallation g uide s  h ave  b e e n update d and im prove d 
for th e  ne w  Fe is ty M yth TV pack ag e s . Th e s e  g uide s  are  de s ig ne d s pe cifically for 
h as s le - fre e  ins tallation and config uration, w h e th e r you are  s tarting  from  s cratch  or 
adding  M yth TV to an e x is ting  Ub untu de s k top.

Individual g uide s  are  include d for th e  ins tallation and config uration for e ach  of th e  
M yth TV m e tapack ag e s . Scre e ns h ots  accurate ly de pict th e  ins tallation proce s s  s te p-
b y- s te p, from  form atting  th e  h ard drive  (for a ne w  ins tallation) to pos t- ins tall 
config uration. Supple m e ntary s e ctions  on troub le s h ooting , vide o drive rs , code cs , 
plug ins  and oth e r "W h at Ne xt" activitie s  h ave  b e e n update d and im prove d to h e lp 
you g e t your s ys te m  s e t up and running  q uick ly and as  h as s le - fre e  as  pos s ib le .

You can find all of th e  O fficial Ub untu M yth TV G uide s  h e re

Ch e ck  back  ne xt m onth  for ne w  inform ation, including an upcom ing 
Ubuntu/M yth TV Live CD  for one - disc installation of an Ubuntu M yth TV 
de dicate d syste m ! 

HH OO WW -- TTOO
W ritte n b y Th e  Ubuntu M yth TV Te am

https://help.ubuntu.com/community/MythTV_Feisty_hardware_list
https://help.ubuntu.com/community/MythTV_Feisty_hardware_list
http://help.ubuntu.com/community/Install_Lirc_Feisty
https://help.ubuntu.com/community/MythTV
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H e re  w e  e ith e r s tart a ne w  docum e nt 
or ope n a pre vious  one . In th is  firs t 
part of th e  s e rie s  w e 'll jus t b e  playing  
around w ith  th e  m os t w ide ly us e d 
options  s o w e  h ave  no ne e d (ye t!) to 
b e  pick y h e re , jus t k e e p th e  de faults  b y 
click ing  O K

Th is  is  our b lank  pag e , re ady to b e  
e dite d.

Th e  re d outline  is  th e  ve ry e dg e  of 
th e  pag e . A nyth ing  outs ide  th at re d 
b orde r w ill not b e  printe d. Th e  b lue  
line s  w arn you th at s h ould you put 
anyth ing  outs ide  th e  b lue  line s  (ie : 
b e tw e e n th e  b lue  line s  and th e  re d 
outline ) you run th e  ris k  of it e ith e r 
b e ing  ch oppe d off at th e  printe rs  or 
th at your printe r m ay not b e  ab le  to 
print anyth ing  in th at are a. For now , 
jus t th ink  of th e m  as  th e  b orde rs  
you'd s e e  on a line d A 4 w riting  pad.

So le ts  ge t s tarte d. Firs t th ing you 
ne e d on a page  is  s om e  nice  h e ade r 
te xt, s o click  th e  Ins e rt Te xt Fram e  
button :

By th e  e nd of th is  s e rie s  of Scrib us  tutorials  you'll b e  ab le  to cre ate  a full-
fle dge d pub lication. W h e th e r it b e  a colour b ook le t or a b lack  and w h ite  
ne w s le tte r, th e  b as ics  are  th e  s am e . So firs t w e  ne e d to le arn th os e  b as ics !

A s  I w rite  th is , th e  late s t ve rs ion in th e  Ub untu re pos itorie s  is  1.3.3.8 and is  
nam e d s crib us - ng , th at is  e xactly w h at i'll b e  us ing  in th e s e  tutorials .
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Your pointe r w ill ch ang e  to a s m all 
pag e  w ith  a cros s  s ym b ol. W h at w e  
ne e d to do h e re  is  h old dow n th e  le ft 
m ous e  b utton and draw  a b ox w h e re  
w e  w ant th e  te xt to g o. W h e n your 
h appy w ith  th e  s iz e  and s h ape  of th e  
b ox, re le as e  th e  le ft m ous e  b utton.

Th ats  m y b ox draw n out b ut w h e re 's  
th e  te xt? 

D oub le  le ft click  ins ide  th e  te xt b ox to 
add/e dit te xt. Sing le  le ft click  outs ide  
th e  pag e  to s top e diting  te xt.

Le ts  s ay w e  w ant to m ove  th e  te xt. 
Eas y, jus t click  on th e  pointe r icon at 
th e  top of th e  s cre e n :

... th e n, w ith  your pointe r ove r th e  
te xt b ox, w h ich  w ill ch ang e  to a 
g rab b ing  h and icon, h old dow n th e  
le ft b utton and m ove  th e  m ous e ! To 
re le as e  th e  te xt, re le as e  th e  m ous e  
b utton.
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But our te xt is  a b it 
s m all. W e  ne e d to 
ope n th e  Prope rtie s  
w indow  to g ain 
acce s s  to th e  te xt 
b ox prope rtie s . Th is  
w ill le t us  alte r th e  
s iz e  and colour of 
th e  te xt. So, g o to 
th e  W indow s  m e nu 
and click  Prope rtie s ...

Th is  is  our Prope rtie s  
w indow . Eve ryth ing  

is  g re ye d out s ince  w e 've  not s e le cte d 
anyth ing . From  h e re  on in, w h e ne ve r 
w e  s e le ct s om e th ing  on our pag e , tab s  
w ill b e  h ig h lig h te d in 
th e  Prope rtie s  
w indow  to le t us  
k now  w e  can e dit 
s e tting s  h e re .

Le ts  e nlarg e  th e  te xt 
s iz e  and alte r its  
colour. Sing le  le ft 
click  on th e  h e ade r 
te xt b ox. You'll s e e  
th e  Prope rtie s  b ox 
s pring  to life . Click  
th e  Te xt tab  in th e  
Prope rtie s  w indow .

Now  w e 're  in b us ine s s ! Le ts  play 
around w ith  a fe w  of th e s e  options  
to g e t you fam iliar w ith  e diting  te xt.

Firs t e nlarg e  th e  te xt b y re pe ate dly 
le ft click ing  on th e  up arrow  b e s ide  
Font Siz e  (or e nte r a s iz e  value  if 
you w ant).

Ne xt, le ts  ce nte r th e  te xt w ith in th e  
b ox. Click  th e  A lig n Te xt Ce nte r 
b utton.
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Look ing  g ood! Still a b it plain th oug h , 
le ts  put a s plas h  of colour in th e re . Le ft 
click  b e s ide  th e  paint b uck e t, s croll 
up/dow n th roug h  th e  colours  and le ft 
click  on th e  colour you lik e .

So w e 've  g ot a h e ade r, w e  ne e d 
actual conte nt te xt now . So drag  out 
anoth e r te xt b ox b ut th is  tim e  m ak e  it 
h alf th e  w idth  of th e  pag e  and q uite  
tall :

Rath e r th an s pe nd tim e  typing  in fille r 
te xt (as s um ing  you don't h ave  th e  
actual article  ye t) w e  can h ave  Scrib us  
fill in te xt for us . W ith  th e  te xt b ox s till 
s e le cte d g o to th e  Ins e rt m e nu and 
click  Sam ple  Te xt.

H e re  w e  can pick  th e  lang uag e  of 
our fille r te xt and num b e r of 
parag raph s  ne e de d. I've  jus t 
s e le cte d Standard Lore m  Ips um  
(Latin) and te n parag raph s  (th e  
de fault). A nd click  O K .
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But w ait, th at's  not te n parag raph s ! 
W h y w as  th e  com m and ignore d? Th e  
re as on is  b e caus e  th e  te xt is  actually 
flow ing  out th e  b ottom  of th e  te xt b ox. 
If you look  clos e ly at th e  b ottom  rig h t 
of th e  te xt b ox, you'll s e e  a s m all b ox 
w ith  an 'X ' in it.

Th is  s ym b ol 
te lls  us  th at 
th e re  is  not 
e noug h t 
s pace  in th e  
b ox for all 
th e  te xt. W e  
e ith e r ne e d 
to e nlarg e  it 

or h ave  it flow  into anoth e r b ox, 
oth e rw is e , it w ill not b e  vis ib le .

D rag  out a ne w  te xt b ox on th e  rig h t 
h alf of th e  pag e , ag ain, m ak e  it tall.

Th is  is  w h e re  th e  m ag ic h appe ns . Le ft 
click  once , on th e  le ft colum n of te xt, 
th is  is  w h e re  th e  te xt is  to flow  from . 

Now  click  th e  "Link  Te xt Fram e s " 
b utton :

. .. and s ing le  le ft click  on 
th e  rig h t te xt b ox

Voila! D on't forg e t to click  th e  Link  
Te xt Fram e s  b utton ag ain to turn it 
off, oth e rw is e  Scrib us  w ill th ink  you 
w ant to continue  link ing  b oxe s .

I s h ould m e ntion th at th e  s m all re d 
s q uare s  w h ich  s h ow  up on th e  
corne rs  of your te xt b oxe s  are  
h andle s , th e y allow  you to re s iz e  
your te xt b ox. Play around w ith  
th os e  h andle s  and you'll s e e  your 
te xt autom atically update  its e lf 
w ith in th e  tw o link e d te xt b oxe s ...
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O k , tim e  to s ave  -  and e xport -  your 
w ork . From  th e  m e nu, Se le ct File - >  
Save  as :... and e nte r a nam e  for th e  
docum e nt

t

o e xport th e  docum e nt as  an A dob e ... 
Se le ct File - > Export from  th e  m e nu, 
th e n ch os e  "Save  as  pdf"

Th e  Pre flig h t Ve rifie r W indow  s h ould 

pop up.

D on't w orry, th is  is  th e  Pre flig h t 
Ve rifie r 
w indow . It 
ch e ck s  your 
docum e nt 
for pos s ib le  
e rrors  
b e fore  you 
pack ag e  it 
up as  a PD F. 
In th is  cas e  

it's  te lling  m e  th at th e re 's  a te xt 
ove rflow  on pag e  1. Fine , th ats  m y 
te n parag raph s  of Lore m  Ips um  th at 
doe s n't fit into th e  tw o te xt b oxe s , 
no prob le m . K e e p an e ye  on th is  
Pre flig h t Ve rifie r w indow , it w ill s ave  
you g e tting  a lot of ph one calls  from  
printe rs  s aying  th at th e re  are  th ing s  
m is s ing , or w rong , in your PD F! So in 
th is  cas e  w e  click  Ig nore  Errors  and 
continue ...

Th e  Save  as  PD F w indow  h as  a ton 
of options  
th at 
re late  to 
h ow  th e  
PD F file  
s h ould 
look  and 
w h at 
s h ould 
b e  
pack ag e d
ins ide  
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th e  PD F file . W e 'll g e t into all th at in a 
late r part of th is  s e rie s  for now , g ive  
your PD F file  a nam e  and click  Save .

A  w indow  m ay b rie fly flas h  up, th ats  
jus t Scrib us  conve rting  th e  pag e  to 
PD F, late r, w e 'll s e e  h ow  w ith  s e ve ral 
pag e s  it can tak e  a fe w  m om e nts  
longe r to conve rt to PD F.

So, le t's  look  at out h andy- w ork  s o far 
in a pdf vie w e r :

Be autiful! th e  s cre e ns h ot s h ow s  th e  
docum e nt in k pdf (K D E), b ut s ince  it is  

pdf it w ill look  th e  s am e  re g ardle s s  of 
w h at vie w e r you ch os e .

I h ope  you e njoye d th e  first part 
of th e  article , "Using Scribus."

Ne xt m onth  w e 'll add som e  
im age s to our little  sam ple  page .
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If you are  ne w  to K /Ub untu, you m ay b e  w onde ring  'H ow  do I ins tall s oftw are ? 
W h e re  can I find it? Is  it e as y?' To put th ing s  s im ply for you: If you h ave  us e d 
w indow s  it w ill b e  a doddle .

Ins talling  s oftw are  is  e as y. From  th e  m e nu, s im ply s e le ct A pplications - >  
A dd/Re m ove

in K ub untu, K m e nu- >  A dd/Re m ove  prog ram s

Ub untu (ab ove ) K ub untu (rig h t)

Th e re  w ill th e n b e  a m e s s ag e  s aying  'Ch e ck ing  ins talle d and availab le  
applications ', and a loading  b ar. A fte r a fe w  s e conds , you w ill b e  pre s e nte d w ith  
an e as y to us e  inte rface , w ith  cate g orie s  dow n th e  s ide  and a lis t of applications  
and a de s cription on th e  rig h t. A t th e  top you w ill find a s e arch  b ox, w h ich  you 
can us e  to s e arch  for s oftw are .

Ub untu (le ft)

K ub untu (rig h t)
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Le ts  s ay you w ant to de s ig n g raph ics  for a w e b s ite , and h ave  trie d th e  G IM P, b ut 
don't th ink  it h as  th e  fe ature s  you ne e d. Sim ply ope n th e  A dd/Re m ove  
applications  prog ram , or in K ub untu, A de pt Ins talle r, and e ith e r ch oos e  a cate g ory 
from  th e  le ft, or us e  your ow n s e arch  te rm s , for e xam ple , "g raph ics ." You can now  
s ort th e  prog ram s  alph ab e tically or in Ub untu b y popularity. NO TE: Popularity is  th e  
num b e r of tim e s  a prog ram  h as  b e e n dow nloade d. D on't ignore  a prog ram  jus t 
b e caus e  it h as  a low  rating . It jus t m e ans  it h as n't b e e n dow nloade d a lot. You 
can als o s e arch  w ith in th e  g raph ics  s e ction for 'de s ig n' or 'w e b ', to narrow  your 
re s ults  m ore . Re ad th e  de s cription, to find out m ore  ab out a prog ram .

O nce  you h ave  found a prog ram  you w ould lik e  (for w e b  g raph ics  I re com m e nd 
Ink s cape ), s im ply click  th e  ch e ck  b ox ne xt to a prog ram  and click  on A pply or 
Ne xt. Th e  prog ram  w ill as k  you if you are  s ure , th e n for your adm inis trator 
pas s w ord, and autom atically dow nload and ins tall it for you.

K ub untu (;e ft)

Ub untu (b e low )
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You w ill g e t a m e s s ag e  te lling  you w h e re  th e  s h ortcut is . For Ink s cape  it w ill b e  
unde r A pplications >  G raph ics . Th at's  it. Th e  prog ram  h as  b e e n ins talle d and is  
re ady for us e . You w ill b e  provide d w ith  fre e  prog ram  and s e curity update s , 
w ith out cos t!

K ub untu (;e ft)

Ub untu (b e low )

It's  jus t as  e as y to re m ove  a pie ce  
of s oftw are , if you don't w ant it. 
Sim ply re m ove  th e  tick  in th e  
ch e ck b ox, and click  A pply or Ne xt.

Th e re  are  lots  of oth e r w ays , oth e r th an A dd/Re m ove  A pplications , to ins tall 
pack ag e s  and applications  on K /Ub untu. In Ub untu you can us e  Synaptic Pack ag e  
M anag e r, w h ich  g ive s  you control ove r individual pack ag e s . Synaptic can b e  found 
unde r Sys te m >  A dm inis tration. If a prog ram , th at you w ant can't b e  found unde r 
A dd/Re m ove  A pplications , b ut it is  on th e  inte rne t, you can g e t th e  pack ag e s  it 
de pe nds  on from  s ynaptic. 
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G RA M PS -  th e  G e ne alog ical Re s e arch  
and A nalys is  M anag e m e nt 
Prog ram m ing  Sys te m .

G e ne aolog y is  th e  s tudy of fam ily tre e  
line s , tracing  ance s tors  b ack  as  far 
re cords  le g e nds , or m e m orie s  can 
re m e m b e r. Re s e arch  s k ills  are  th e  
m os t im portant, and of th os e , 
docum e nting  and b ack ing  up your 
finding s  is  param ount. G RA M PS is  a 
fre e , ope n s ource  application th at 
allow s  you to re cord your ance s tral 
re s e arch  finding s  in a com pre h e ns ive  
and profe s s ional inte rface , th e n you 
can produce  re ports  on your data in a 
num b e r of form ats .

Th e  G RA M PS proje ct w as  
s tarte d b y D on 
A lling h am , b ut h as  g row n 
to a core  s e t of 
de dicate d de ve lope rs  
th at are  continually 
e xpanding , tw e ak ing  and 
te s ting  th e ir product to 
m ak e  it e ve rm ore  re fine d. 
W ith  m any ope n s ource  
proje cts , th is  
de ve lopm e nt te am  is  not 
an e xclus ive  g roup, and 
anyone  can join in to 
h e lp, le arn or te s t. Th e ir 
com m unity is  b as e d 
around m ailing  lis ts , IRC 
and a W IK I b as e d w e b s ite .

Th is  application h as  b e e n de ve lope d 
orig inally for Linux and Unix b as e d 

m ach ine s  b ut h as  b e e n porte d to 
oth e r ope rating  s ys te m s  including  
M ac and W indow s . For th e  Ub untu 
com m unity, G RA M PS ins talls  and 
runs  on all variants  of Ub untu, 
th oug h  th e re  h ave  b e e n re porte d 
dis play is s ue s  w ith  s om e  K D E 
th e m e s , s o if th is  is  a prob le m , 
th e re  are  re m e die s  availab le  on th e  
w e b s ite .

Th e  prog ram  is  w ritte n in Pyth on, 
us ing  th e  GTK /G NO M E inte rface  
m ak ing  a datab as e  th at is  g e ne rally 
s ave d in its  .g rdb  form at b ut is  b e s t 
arch ive d in th e  larg e r and s lig h tly 
s low e r .xm l form at.

X M L allow s  th e  datab as e  to b e  
trans fe rre d m ore  e as ily acros s  to 
oth e r com pute rs . Th e  s ys te m  can 
cope  w ith  larg e  num b e rs , and h as  



3300

RREEVVIIEEWW
W ritte n b y Adrian Re a

GRAM PS
GENEALO GY

b e e n te s te d on datab as e s  in e xce s s  
of ove r 100,000 individuals  re corde d.

W h e re  to g e t it – at th e  tim e  of 
w riting , th e  G RA M PS ve rs ion 2.2.6 is  
availab le  th roug h  th e  Ub untu Fe is ty 
A dd/Re m ove  prog ram s , and s e le ct to 
s h ow  'A ll ope n s ource  applications '. To 
ins tall, s im ply s e le ct th is  ve rs ion and 
ins tall. Th e  late s t re le as e  inform ation 
can b e  found on th e  G RA M PS w e b s ite . 
Ub untu re pos itorie s  can s om e tim e s  
lag  s lig h tly b e h ind, s o m ak e  s ure  you 
h ave  th e  late s t ve rs ion! If th e re  is  a 
ne w e r ve rs ion, you can g o to th e  
dow nload s e ction and dow nload th e  

late s t pack ag e  g ram ps _ z z z .de b  and 
g ram ps - h e lp_ z z z .de b , and ins tall w ith  
your pack ag e  m anag e r, norm ally 
doub le - click ing  th e  .de b  file  is  
s ufficie nt.

O nce  ins talle d th e  prog ram  can b e  
found in A pplications  >  O ffice  >  
G RA M PS g e ne alog y s ys te m .

In addition to th e  s tandard 
ins tallation, G RA M PS is  als o 
availab le  on a Live CD . Th is  allow s  
us ag e  of th e  prog ram  on any i386 
com patib le  PC dire ctly off th e  Live CD  
w ith out ins tallation re q uire d 
(curre ntly only availab le  for i386, 
not 64b it or M ac Live CD , th oug h  th e  
prog ram  doe s  w ork  on any Ub untu 
ins tall). Th e  curre nt ve rs ion 3.0 
include s  G RA M PS 2.2.7 w ith in an 
Ub untu 7.04 Live CD  and is  a g re at 
introduction to Ub untu s oftw are . Th e  
CD  als o contains  oth e r ope n s ource  
s oftw are  for th e  us e r, including  
Life line s  and G e ne W e b . Th e re  is  
als o a link  on th e  de s k top th at w ill 
ope n up irc and g e t you dire ctly into 
th e  # G RA M PS ch anne l w ith  one  
doub le  click  of th e  m ous e , w h ich  is  
a re ally us e ful fe ature , and one  th at 
s h ould b e  cons ide re d for core  
Ub untu Live CD s . O ne  th ing  to 
re m e m b e r is  th at if you w ant to 
s ave  your w ork  w h ile  us ing  th e  
live cd, you w ill ne e d s om e  k ind of 
portab le  m e dia. A  us b  s tick  is  ide al. 
Such  de tail w ould b e  h e lpful to ne w  
us e rs . O f cours e  along s ide  th is  is  a 
fully functioning  Ub untu, availab le  
for us e  or ins tall. O n a pe rs onal 
note ; th is  w as  th e  route  th at th e  
re vie w e r b e cam e  fully inte re s te d in 
Linux and, m ore  s pe cifically, th e  
*b untu dis tros  and com m unity. 

O nce  you h ave  cre ate d a datab as e  
you can g e t to th e  inte re s ting  part 
of e nte ring  your data. Th e  inte rface  

http://www.gramps-project.org/
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h as  a ple as ing  g raph ical nature , w ith  
appropriate  icons  and pe dig re e  
dis plays . Initially you e nte r th e  g e ne ral 
individual de tails  of nam e  and g e nde r. 
Th e n you ne e d to e nte r de tails  s uch  as  
b irth , de ath  and occupation e tc. e ach  
as  a s e parate  e ve nt w ith in th at 
pe rs on's  life . Th is  m ak e s  data e ntry a 
little  long e r as  you ne e d to ope n a 
ne w  e ve nt for e ach  ite m  of data. 

H ow e ve r, in unde rs tanding  th e  
s ys te m , th is  m ak e s  th e  data m ore  
q ualitative . O th e r g e ne alog ical 
s oftw are  m ay offe r m ore  e ntry on th e  
initial individual's  data pag e , b ut th e  
G RA M PS s ys te m  e ncourag e s  
m e th odical data e ntry b ack e d up w ith  
s ource  inform ation. Th e  e ve nts  are  
s tructure d to m ak e  data e ntry e as ie r. 
For e xam ple  th e  initial e ve nt s h ow n is  

for Birth . If th is  h as  alre ady b e e n 
e nte re d th e  ne xt log ical fie ld is  
D e ath  and th is  com e s  up 
autom atically w ith in th e  form .

A s  you add m ore  and m ore  data, s o 
th e  additional vie w s  w ith in G RA M PS 
b e com e  m ore  us e ful. You can 
navig ate  and catalog ue  your data 
unde r th e  h e ading s  of Pe ople , 

Re lations h ips , 
Fam ily Vie w , 
Pe dig re e , Eve nts , 
Source s , Place s , 
M e dia and 
Re pos itorie s . I 
h ave  pe rs onally 
found th at th e  
Re lations h ips  vie w  
one  of th e  e as ie s t 
w ays  to navig ate  a 
datab as e  w ith  
m ore  th an 50 
individuals . 

A s  s ug g e s te d 
e arlie r, 
docum e nting  

re s e arch  finding s  are  k e y to proving  
th e  validity of th e  g e ne alog ical data. 
Th e  's ource ' is  th e  re fe re nce  for 
e ach  ite m  of data, th at g ive s  it 
cre dib ility. Th e re  can b e  m any ite m s  
of data w ith in a s ource  and 
G RA M PS h as  a 's cratch pad' th at 
allow s  you to copy s ource  re fe re nce  
b e tw e e n individuals  w ith in your 
tre e . To your individual, you can add 
m e dia, s uch  as  ph otog raph s , s ound 
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and m ovie  clips  th at can b e  dis play or 
link e d to from  w ith in th e  datab as e . 

O nce  you h ave  your datab as e , it is  
g ood to m ak e  a 
h ard- copy 
ve rs ion to s h are , 
arch ive  and re fe r 
to. G RA M PS can 
produce  a 
fantas tic array 
of output, 
including  b ook s  
th at collate  
m any as pe cts  of 
your data and 
pre s e nts  th e m  in 
a s ing le  
colle ction to your 
ow n 
s pe cification. 
Th e s e  re ports  
can b e  m ade  in 
a varie ty of 
form ats  
including  O pe n 
D ocum e nt form at, H TM L, e ve n SVG  
de pe nding  on th e  type  of re port. 
Ch arts , tim e  line s  and ance s tral 
re ports  can all b e  m ade , and th e re  is  
an active  de ve lopm e nt in producing  
furth e r re port form ats . In addition to 
th is , a datab as e  can b e  output to for 
a w e b s ite  s tructure  th at can b e  
uploade d to a s e rve r and dis playe d 
for all to s e e  and navig ate .

O nce  you h ave  your datab as e , it is  
g ood to m ak e  a h ard- copy ve rs ion to 

s h are , arch ive  and re fe r to. G RA M PS 
can produce  a fantas tic array of 
output, including  b ook s  th at collate  
m any as pe cts  of your data and 

pre s e nts  th e m  
in a s ing le  
colle ction to 
your ow n 
s pe cification. 
Th e s e  re ports  
can b e  m ade  in 
a varie ty of 
form ats  
including  O pe n 
D ocum e nt 
form at, H TM L, 
e ve n SVG  
de pe nding  on 
th e  type  of 
re port. Ch arts , 
tim e  line s  and 
ance s tral 
re ports  can all 
b e  m ade , and 
th e re  is  an 

active  de ve lopm e nt in producing  
furth e r re port form ats . In addition to 
th is , a datab as e  can b e  output to for 
a w e b s ite  s tructure  th at can b e  
uploade d to a s e rve r and dis playe d 
for all to s e e  and navig ate .
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SUM M A RY

PRO S

Strong  datab as e  m anag e m e nt 
w ith  g ood com m unity s upport 
and de ve lopm e nt

m ulti- form at e xport/output 
including  X M L, G ED com  and H TM L

CO NS

e xtra click s  for b as ic data e ntry

g rdb  datab as e  not e as ily portab le

GRAPH ICS

USEABILITY

INSTALLATIO N

USEFULNESS

O VERALL

88//1100

GRA M PS Live  CD

full circle  issue  #2 w ill 
h ave  an e xclusive  
inte rview  w ith  th e  cre ator 
of GRAM PS 
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So Z ach , w h at's your back ground w ith  
com pute rs and program m ing?

W e ll, m y m oth e r is  a s oftw are  e ng ine e r for IBM , 
s o I've  b e e n e xpos e d to com pute rs  from  a ve ry 
e arly ag e .  M y firs t e xpe rie nce  w ith  
prog ram m ing  w as  in th e  s e ve nth  g rade , w h e n I 
g ot a prog ram m ab le  TI- 83+  calculator and 
b e g an to prog ram  in BA SIC.  Afte r th at, I took  a 
clas s  in Vis ual Bas ic, and th e n C+ +  during  tw o 
s um m e rs , and th e n an A P Java clas s  in h ig h  
s ch ool.

At th is  point, I'm  a Junior at th e  Unive rs ity of 
Louis ville 's  Spe e d Sch ool of Eng ine e ring , 
m ajoring  in Com pute r Scie nce  and Com pute r 
Eng ine e ring .

Is D e luge  th e  first pie ce  of softw are  you 
h ave  w ork e d on?

It's  th e  firs t re ally b ig  pie ce  of s oftw are  th at I've  
w ork e d on.  I've  done  s e ve ral little  th ing s  in th e  
pas t, b ut th is  h as  b e e n m y m os t involve d 
proje ct to date .

W e ll, I'm  not th e  only one  w ork ing  on it.  Th e  
oth e r orig inal de ve lope r, A lon Z ak ai (a.k .a. 
K ripk e ns te in), h e lpe d a lot, and re ally de s e rve s  
m ore  cre dit th an h e  s e e m s  to g e t.  A ls o, w e  
us e d th e  libtorre nt lib rary, s o w e  didn't h ave  to 
do a lot of th e  torre nting  proce s s  ours e lve s .

H ow  did you le arn to program  and h ow  
long did it tak e ?

M os tly jus t from  e xpe rie nce .  W h ile  I h ave  tak e n 
a fe w  clas s e s , m os t e ve ryth ing  I k now  ab out 
com pute rs  com e s  from  jus t trying  and le arning , 
including  prog ram m ing .  D e lug e  w as  actually th e  
firs t tim e  I h ad us e d  Pyth on b e fore , and I jus t 
le arne d as  I w e nt along .  A s  I s aid e arlie r, I firs t 
s tarte d prog ram m ing  in th e  s e ve nth  g rade , s o 
th at w as  ab out 8 ye ars  ag o.

W h at m ade  you de cide  to cre ate  a 
b ittorre nt clie nt? 

Th e  lack  of a g ood, lig h tw e ig h t, GTK +  clie nt. 
D e lug e  (th e n g Torre nt) s tarte d as  a dis cus s ion 
on Ub untuforum s .org  ab out th e  ne e d of a g ood 
GTK +  b ittorre nt clie nt.  Th at dis cus s ion is  w h e re  I 
firs t m e t K ripk e ns te in, and w e  b e g an to 

b rains torm  ide as  to cre ate  th e  clie nt.

W h at advantage s doe s D e luge  h ave  
ove r oth e r linux b ittorre nt clie nts?

Not a ton, at th e  m om e nt.  It is  a nice , 
lig h tw e ig h t clie nt, and offe rs  a de ce nt fe ature  
s e t.  At th e  m om e nt, it s upports  D H T, re s um ing  
partial dow nloads , and dow nloading  m ultiple  
torre nts  in th e  s am e  w indow .  W h ile  oth e r linux 
clie nts , s uch  as  A z ure us , offe r m ore  fe ature s  
th an D e lug e  doe s  curre ntly, th e y typically do 
s o at th e  cos t of incre as e d s ys te m  re s ource  
us ag e .  Not to k nock  A z ure us , b ut D e lug e  is  
inte nde d to g e t th e  job  done  and jus t 
dow nload th e  file  w ith out all th e  e xtra b e lls  
and w h is tle s .

H ow  w ould you rate  th e  succe ss of 
D e luge , and w h e re  w ould you lik e  to se e  
it going?

I th ink  it's  g oing  g re at, s o far.  I've  b e e n 
outrig h t am az e d at th e  le ve l of atte ntion 
D e lug e  h as  re ce ive d.  Pe ople  ofte n find m e  
online  to th ank  m e  for s tarting  it, and ofte n te ll 
m e  th at th e y h ad ne ve r found a Linux clie nt 
th e y lik e d b e fore  D e lug e .

O b vious ly, I'd lik e  to s e e  D e lug e  g o far, and 
I've  g ot s om e  plans  for th e  future .  M y top 
priority is  b ug fixe s  and oth e r s tab ility is s ue s , 
afte r th at, I can g e t to th e  actual ne w  fe ature s .

Are  th e re  any spe cific fe ature s you 
w ould lik e  to de ve lop furth e r?

A s  far as  ne w  fe ature s , th e  ne w  re le as e  of 
Libtorre nt s upports  Pe e r Exch ang e , s o w e 'll 
prob ab ly m ak e  us e  of th at.  A ls o, th e  
de ve lopm e nt b ranch  of Libtorre nt h as  
e ncryption s upport as  w e ll, s o look  for th at in 
th e  future .  I'm  als o w anting  to incorporate  
UPnP s upport, th oug h  I've  h e ard th at Libtorre nt 
is  w ork ing  on th at as  w e ll, and finally, I'd lik e  
to w ork  on a W e b UI for th e  clie nt.

'Andre w  M ' ask e d if th e re  w ill be  a K D E 
ve rsion?

I'm  not g oing  to s ay no outrig h t, b ut th e re  
prob ab ly w on't b e .  A s  it is , D e lug e  w ill run 
jus t fine  unde r K D E as s um ing  you h ave  th e  
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ne ce s s ary lib rarie s  ins talle d, b ut it's  unlik e ly th at 
w e 'll de ve lop a Q T inte rface  for it.  If you re ally 
w ant a native  K D E clie nt, you'd prob ab ly b e  b e s t 
off us ing  K Torre nt

D o you h ave  a pre fe rre d Linux D istro you 
w ork  in?

Ub untu, for th e  m os t part.

H ow  difficult is it w ork ing w ith  th e  
b ittorre nt form at?

W e ll, w e  don't re ally w ork  w ith  b ittorre nt 
dire ctly, all of th at is  done  via libtorre nt, w h ich  in 
turn is  done  us ing  K ripk e ns te in's  w rappe r clas s , 
s o I h ave n't re ally w ork e d w ith  it dire ctly ve ry 
m uch . 

O th e r clie nts se e m  to be  adding custom  
fe ature s th e se  days, doe s th at cre ate  too 
m uch  of a com pe titive  stre ak ? D o clie nt 
program m e rs fe e l lik e  th e y h ave  to cre ate  
a k ille r 'ne w  fe ature '? 

Ye s  and no.  Firs t off, I don't plan on cre ating  
any D e lug e - s pe cific "k ille r fe ature s ," b ut rath e r 
on m ak ing  a g ood im ple m e ntation of th e  
e xis ting  b ittorre nt fe ature s .  Th e  prob le m  w ith  
cre ating  your ow n fe ature s  is  th at oth e r clie nts  
w on't h ave  th e m .  A n e xam ple  of th is  is  
A z ure us 's  im ple m e ntation of D H T, w h ich  can 
only conne ct to oth e r A z ure us  clie nts .

I'm  not conce rne d ab out cre ating  th e  "K ille r 
fe ature ."  Ins te ad, I jus t w ant to cre ate  a s im ple , 
ye t full fe ature d clie nt th at incorporate s  th e  b e s t 
fe ature s  th at th e  b ittorre nt protocol offe rs .

Is a W e bUI (sim ilar to utorre nt's) planne d? 
And w ill th e re  be  a w ay to 
se le ct/de se le ct all file s in th e  file s list? 
Click ing one  at a tim e  is a pain.

Ye s , I k now  th at's  a pain, and I plan on fixing  
th at w h e n I g e t a ch ance .

A s  for th e  W e b UI, I m e ntione d th at e arlie r, and 
ye s , I'd lik e  to do one .  I jus t playe d w ith  
uTorre nt's  W e b UI e arlie r today, and I w as  fairly 
im pre s s e d w ith  it, and w ould lik e  to im ple m e nt 
s om e th ing  s im ilar in D e lug e .

D o your fam ily use  Linux or is it h ard to 

prom ote  it in a curre ntly W indow s 
dom inate d e nvironm e nt?

W e ll, I us e  linux, and m y m oth e r dual- b oots  for 
w ork .  M y fath e r us e s  W indow s , b ut doe s n't 
h ave  troub le  if h e  h as  to us e  one  of m y linux 
b oxe s  to ch e ck  h is  e m ail, e tc.

I've  h ad s e ve ral pe ople  as k  m e  to "te ach " th e m  
linux, e s pe cially re ce ntly, now  th at Vis ta h as  
b e e n re le as e d.  M os t of th e m  don't w ant to 
m ig rate  to Vis ta and are  look ing  for an 
alte rnative .

W h at program s and de ve lopm e nt syste m s 
do you use ?

W e ll, re ally all I us e  is  a b as ic te xt e ditor and a 
com pile r, at le as t w h e n it com e s  to Pyth on. 
Re ally, m y de ve lopm e nt e nvironm e nt w ill ch ang e  
de pe nding  on w h at lang uag e  I'm  w ork ing  in, i.e . 
Eclips e  for Java, M onode ve lop for C# , and 
e ith e r a s im ple  te xt e ditor or Eclips e /CD T for 
C/C+ +  clie nts .

And finally; w h at advice  w ould you give  
to a budding program m e r?

Start b y w riting  s m all prog ram s  th at do 
s om e th ing  ne at.  K e e p it inte re s ting , b e caus e  
you ne e d to b e  ab le  to h ave  fun w h ile  you're  
de ve loping .  Th e  b e s t re s ource s  availab le  to you 
are  th e  s ource  code  of oth e r prog ram s , and 
oth e r de ve lope rs  online .  Look  at th e  s ource  for 
oth e r prog ram s  to s e e  h ow  th e y w ork , and h ow  
you can apply s im ilar s trate g ie s  in your ow n 
proje cts . Finally, find th at "k ille r prog ram " th at's  
m is s ing  and w rite  it.  For m e , th at prog ram  w as  
a GTK  b ittorre nt clie nt, b ut you s h ould find 
s om e th ing  th at you th ink  Linux (or w h ate ve r O S 
you us e ) is  m is s ing .  You don't ne e d a ton of 
e xpe rie nce  to s tart w ork  on a proje ct, b ut as  
you w ork  on it, your s k ills  w ill im prove , and 
actually prog ram m ing  on a re al proje ct w ill 
de ve lop your s k ills  w e ll pas t w h at s im ple  
prog ram m ing  e xe rcis e s  can do

full circle  w ould lik e  to tak e  th is 
opportunity to th ank  Z ach  for tak ing th e  
tim e  to sit unde r th e  spotligh t and be  
grille d!

Ne xt m onth s  inte rvie w e e  w ill b e  none  oth e r th an Colin W ats on, Ins talle r Te am  Le ade r, Ub untu 
Com m unity Council M e m b e r and Line  M anag e r for h alf th e  dis tro te am !

Ple as e  e m ail your q ue s tions  for Colin to: q ue s tions @ fullcircle m ag az ine .org

mailto:questions@fullcirclemagazine.org
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A t m y s ch ool th e y h ave  s om e th ing  
th e y call ”fors k ning s  profil” it’s  
Sw e dis h  and trans late s  to s om e th ing  
lik e  “Scie ntific/re s e arch  profile ”. Th at 
b as ically m e ans  th at th e  s tude nts  g e t 
to te s t w h at it’s  lik e  to do re s e arch  at 
unive rs ity le ve l. O b vious ly th e  s cale s  
of th e  re s e arch  proje cts  are  m uch  
s m alle r. A nyw ay if you apply for 
“fors k ning s  profil” and g e t s e le cte d 
(lik e  m e ), you g e t to b orrow  a laptop 
during  th e  tim e  you s tudy and do your 
re s e arch .

So I re ce ive d m y laptop, a H P nx8220 
I b oote d it up and not too s urpris ing ly 
it h ad W indow s  X P pre ins talle d. So I 
did w h at I h ad to do, ins tall Linux. 
A lth oug h  it w as n’t e xactly s traig h t 
forw ard… I s tarte d out w ith  a nice  
ope n h at, a fe dora to b e  m ore  
pre cis e . A nd le t m e  te ll you it w as n’t 
th e  m os t yum m y e xpe rie nce  I’ve  h ad. 
Th e  s cre e n re s olution re fus e d to g o 
h ig h e r th e n 1024*768, no w ire le s s  
and it s e e m e d virtually im pos s ib le  to 
update  th e  darn s ys te m . I took  th e  h at 
and th re w  it out th e  w indow , lite rally 
five  fe dora cds  fle w  out of m y h ous e  
in th e  orde r: cd 2, 4, 1, 3, and 5 (jus t 
random  b y th e  w ay). Th e  ne xt dis tro 
s e rve d to th e  laptop w as  a g re e n 
G e rm an liz ard, th e  Ch am e le on Sus e . It 
too h ad s e rious  prob le m s  w ith  th e  
g raph ics  and as  it s e e m e d at th e  tim e  
prob le m s  w ith  pre tty m uch  e ve ryth ing  
I trie d. So I m ade  a s m ooth ie  of th e  
Sus e  D VD  and w e nt out look ing  for a 
dis tro th at w ould jus t w ork .

A nd g ue s s  w h at I found it, a 
s trang e ly nam e d Linux flavor; 
Ub untu. A fte r dow nloading  and 
b urning  th e  one  cd (!). I s lam m e d it 
into m y laptop and fifte e n m inute s  
late r it w as  done . A b out an h our 
late r I w as  convince d th at h e ave n is  
coffe e  colore d. I m e an s e rious ly it 
jus t w ork e d, e ve ryth ing  w as  up and 
running  out of th e  b ox (or rath e r out 
of th e  cdr…). Th e  g raph ics , ne tw ork , 
s ound, update s  I m e an h e ll e ve n th e  
cus tom  b uttons  at th e  top of th e  
k e yb oard w ork e d (in fact b e tte r th an 
in W indow s !). Unfortunate ly m y 
adve nture s  w ith  Ub untu m anag e d to 
g e t m e  faile d in th e  clas s  th at h ad 
firs t b roug h t m e  th e  laptop to ins tall 
it on. But th at doe s n’t re ally m atte r 
b e caus e  I h ave  a ne w  frie nd, a 
b row n frie nd th at b y th e  w ay now  
can turn its e lf into a cub e , b urn up 
and w ob b le  around (th ank s  to m y 
b uddy Be ryl). Ub untu – Linux for 
h um an b e ing s ? Nah  m ore  lik e : Linux 
for pe ople  w h o lik e  w h e n th e ir 
com pute rs  jus t w ork , and th e  color 
b row n. 
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In Praise  of Unsung H e roe s

I am , I m us t confe s s , not q uite  a 
ne w b ie . I've  b e e n us ing  Ub untu now  
for th e  b e s t part of a ye ar.

You w ould th e n th ink  I w ould k now  
w h at I am  doing , b ut alas  not, b e ing  
th oroug h ly ins titutionalis e d in 
W indow s , it h as  b e e n up h ill all th e  
w ay.

So I com e  to th e  H e roe s  of m y title , 
th roug h  all m y trials  and trib ulations , 
not to m e ntion h e ad b ang ing  
frus tration, th e y cam e  to m y aid, 
h e lpful, e ncourag ing  and prom pting .

W h o are  th e y? W e ll, I w ill te ll you. Th e y 
are  th e  s trang e rs  w h o com e  to m y 
re s cue  -  th e  re ade rs  and 

m ore  im portantly, th e  re s ponde rs  in 
th e  Ub untu forum s .  So m any tim e s  
ove r th e  las t ye ar, w h e n all h as  b e e n 
los t and w ith  no h ope  ins ig h t, I h ave  
turne d to th e  forum s  to s e e  if anyone  
e ls e  h as  b rok e n apt, los t th e ir inte rne t 
conne ction or can't play m p3s  e tc. 
W ith out fail, I am  not alone . So far I 
h ave  not h ad to pos t a q ue s tion b ut I 
h ave  re ad th e  doz e ns  of ans w e rs  
g ive n to oth e rs  w ith  th e  s am e  
prob le m s  as  m e .  Th e  com m unity of 
Ub untu h as  ne ve r ce as e d to am az e  m e  
w ith  th e ir h e lp, patie nce  and lack  of 
ne g ative  attitude  to ne w b ie s , w h o 
ofte n h ave  ve ry little  unde rs tanding  of 
w h at th e y are  doing . It can't b e  e as y 
trying  to h e lp s om e  one  w h o k now s  
little  or noth ing  of com m and line  and, 
in m y cas e , g e ts  cold s w e ats  w h e n 
ope ning  a te rm inal. 

Slow ly, ve ry s low ly, as  it 
h appe ns , w ith  th e  aid of th e  
forum s , I h ave  ove rcom e  s o m any 
h urdle s . W ith  e ach  upg rade  I h ave  
g aine d m ore  confide nce  -  w h ich  is  
h ow  I b rok e  apt.  Th is  tim e

I th oug h t, th is  tim e , I w ill h ave  to do 
a fre s h  ins tall -  b ut no, jus t w h e n I 
w as  ab out to g ive  in, h e lp cam e  
ag ain from  th e  forum s .

 Th is  is  w h y th e y are  m y 
h e roe s  and I for one  w ill s ing  th e ir 
prais e s .

M ich ae l H ouse

Editor re plie s -

I totally ag re e . H ad it not b e e n for 
frie ndly place s  lik e  Ub untuForum s  
th is  m ag az ine  w ould ne ve r h ave  
com e  to fruition!

O nly b y utilis ing  th e  m as s ive  (and i 
m e an m as s ive !) us e rb as e  at 
Ub untuForum s  w as  I ab le  to re ach  
out to oth e r volunte e rs  w h o als o 
w ante d to h e lp cre ate  an Ub untu 
m ag az ine .

I ofte n w onde r w h at th e  s tate  of 
Linux w ould b e  w ith out Ub untu and 
Ub untu Forum s . Im ag ine  you w e re  
us ing  anoth e r dis tro, w h e re  could 
you turn for h e lp? W h at oth e r forum  
is  th at h e lpful  and h as  s o  m any 
us e rs ? In m y opinion, ve ry fe w  forum s  
h ave  b oth  crite ria...
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QQ && AA
W ritte n b y Robe rt Clipsh am

I ne e d java. Is java on A utom atix2?

Sun Java JRE is  availab le  th roug h  th e  Ub untu re pos itoriie s .You can 
ins tall it b y doing :    s udo aptitude  ins tall s un- java6- jre  

O r from  your A dd/Re m ove  Prog ram s  application. Se e  our tutorial on 
p.26 of th is  is s ue  for h ow  to add/re m ove  applications .

W e  can not re com m e nd A utom atix due  to pote ntial upgrade /update  is s ue s .

I w as w onde ring if th e re  w as a Linux program  th at w ill allow  
m e  to com pre ss a D VD  m ovie  th at I rippe d.

W h e n you m ak e  vide o s m alle r, th at's  calle d e ncoding . It's  not th e  
s am e  as  com pre s s ion, and I th ink  th at e ncoding  is  w h at you w ant to 
do.

CLI:
-  H andb rak e
-  m e ncode r

G UI:
-  dvd9 5 (G NO M E, far righ t)
-  k 9 copy (K D E, righ t)
-  D VD  Sh rink  (w ine )

h ttp://ub untuforum s .org /s h ow th re ad.ph p?t=439 588

Ubuntu se e m s to h ave  a cool e nough  cle an look  to it, but is 
th e re  a w ay to custom ize  it to look  as/m ore  visually 
attractive  as/th an Vista?

Com piz  is  pre - ins talle d on Ub untu, jus t g o to 
Sys te m > Pre fe re nce s > D e s k top e ffe cts , th e n click  e nab le . If you w ant a 
m ore  cus tom is ab le  look , you can us e  b e ryl (w w w .b e ryl- proje ct.org ) 
and us e  th e m e s  from  w w w .g nom e - look .org  or w w w .k de - look .org .

h ttp://ub untuforum s .org /s h ow th re ad.ph p?t=439 230

http://ubuntuforums.org/showthread.php?t=439588
http://ubuntuforums.org/showthread.php?t=439230
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MM YY  DD EESSKK TTOO PP
W ritte n b y Victor D om an

MM YY  PPCC
W ritte n b y Ronnie  Tuck e r

I h ave  Ub untu Fe is ty Faw n ins talle d 
and h e avily m odifie d. Rig h t now  it's  a 
b le nd of X fce  and GNO M E, th e  g tk  
th e m e  is  M urrina G liouch e  and th e  
m e tacity th e m e  is  calle d Sim ple b ox 
Cus tom . You can ge t th e  m urrina e ngine  
from  h e re .

Th e  icon th e m e  w as  colle cte d b y m e  
and is  prob ab ly th e  b ig g e s t colle ction 
of tang o icons  around, b ut 
unfortunate ly, i can't dis trib ute  it 
b e caus e  i don't k now  all th e  lice ns e s  
th e  icons  are  unde r, th e y're  not all G PL. H ow e ve r, th e  ne xt b e s t th ing  is  th e  
Tang o G e ne rator. It h as  icons  for oth e r apps  too, not jus t GNO M E in g e ne ral.

H e re  is  th e  w allpape r i w as  us ing .

Th is  is  w h e re  it all h appe ns  folk s ! Full Circle  is  
m ade  righ t on th is  h e re  m ach ine . Look s  s naz z y 
w ith  th e  lig h ts  b ut it's  only :

AM D  Ath lon XP 2600+
512m b RAM
nVidia Ge Force 4 M X (128m b RAM )
Ne tge ar w ire le ss m ode m /route r
Blue tooth  Adaptor
h ba1 = 110gb
h db1 = 55gb
CD - RW  &  D VD - RW
Tw o 12" stripligh ts; one  blue , one  ye llow

So noth ing too b ig and fancy. It w as  a dual- b oot 
b e tw e e n W indow s  XP and K ub untu D appe r b ut it's  
now  K ub untu Fe is ty only. I'm  now  com ple te ly W indow s  
fre e ! W h e e !

I als o h ave  a Com paq  nx9 005 laptop w h ich  is  e ve n 
le s s  im pre s s ive  and h as  Xub untu ins talle d on it.

http://ubuntuforums.org/showthread.php?t=239378&highlight=murrine
http://www.gnome-look.org/content/show.php/MurrinaGilouche?content=44510
http://www.gnome-look.org/content/show.php?content=33079
http://www.gnome-look.org/content/show.php?content=33079
http://www.gnome-look.org/content/show.php/Tango-Generator+2?content=55081
http://www.gnome-look.org/content/show.php/Leaves+composition?content=37858
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TTOO PP55  LLIINNUUXX  GGAAMM EESS
W ritte n b y Je re m y LaCroix

FFrroozzee nn  BBuubbbbllee
H om e pag e : h ttp://w w w .froz e n- b ub b le .org /

Th e re 's  noth ing  lik e  pe ng uins  to b rig h te n up your day. 
Froz e n Bub b le , a puz z le r s im ilar to SNK 's  “ Puz z le  
Bob b le ” b ack  in th e  arcade  s ce ne , re m ains  to th is  day 
one  of th e  m os t popular Linux g am e s  of all tim e . Th e re 's  
a g ood re as on, too, b e caus e  it's  als o th e  m os t addictive . 
Th e  g oal is  to b re ak  all of th e  colore d orb s  h ang ing  from  
th e  ce iling . You do s o b y s h ooting  m ore  orb s  at th e m , 
trying  to m atch  th e  colors . If th e  orb s  touch  th e  b ottom , 
you los e . It s ounds  s im ple , b ut can b e  ve ry ch alle ng ing . Ub untu 7.04 include s  Froz e n Bub b le  2 
availab le  for dow nload, w h ich  include s  s om e  nice  ne w  fe ature s , s uch  as  e xte nde d ne tw ork  
play, and ch ain re actions .

BBaattttllee   ffoorr  WW ee ssnnootthh
H om e pag e : h ttp://w w w .w e s noth .org /

Battle  for W e s noth  is  a re al- tim e  s trate g y g am e  th at can 
b e  playe d online  ag ains t oth e r playe rs  or ag ains t th e  CPU. 
Th e re  are  e ve n fan- m ade  cam paig ns  you can dow nload 
rig h t from  Ub untu's  re pos itorie s , e xte nding  th e  g am e  
e ve n furth e r. In m os t cam paig ns  th e  g oal is  to de fe at your 
e ne m ie s  le ade r. Tak e  control of villag e s  to e arn m one y, 
and s um m on troops  to aide  you. W h e n you h ave  a 
form idab le  arm y, pos ition your troops  in as  s trate g ic a 
w ay as  pos s ib le  to e ns ure  victory.

CChh rroomm iiuumm
H om e pag e : h ttp://w w w .re ptile lab our.com /s oftw are /ch rom ium /

Stunning  g raph ics , k ick ing  m us ic, and s h ooting  action. 
W h at m ore  could you pos s ib ly w ant? Ch rom ium  h as  s om e  
e as y controls  too, as  e ve ryth ing  is  controlle d b y your 
m ous e . Ch rom ium , e ve n in its  e as ie s t difficulty le ve l, is  a 
ve ry ch alle ng ing  g am e . Its  b e e n s aid in a s e ns e  th at th e  
g oal of Ch rom ium  is  to re lie ve  ang e r from  a s tre s s ful day, 
not ne ce s s arily to w in. Los ing  h as  de finite ly ne ve r b e e n s o 
m uch  fun!

http://www.frozen-bubble.org
http://www.wesnoth.org/
http://www.reptilelabour.com/software/chromium/
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PPllaannee tt  PPee nngguuiinn  RRaaccee rr
H om e pag e : h ttp://w w w .plane tpe ng uinrace r.com

Plane t Pe ng uin Race r is  a fully 3D  racing  g am e , 
is  a b las t to play and look s  ab s olute ly 
g org e ous . Its  b as e d on Tux Race r, h ow e ve r th is  
ve rs ion adds  m uch  m ore  conte nt s uch  as  ne w  
cours e s  and fe ature s . Ple as e  note  th at 
h ardw are  acce le ration for g raph ics  is  
re com m e nde d for s m ooth  g am e  play. 

NNee vvee rrbbaallll
H om e pag e : h ttp://icculus .org /ne ve rb all/

Th e  inte re s ting  th ing  h e re  is  th at your 
k e yb oard or m ous e  controls  th e  platform  th e  
b all is  on, ins te ad of th e  b all its e lf. W h e n you 
tilt th e  platform , th e  b all w ill re s pond and roll 
around, and you m us t colle ct e noug h  coins  
w ith out falling  off th e  platform  or running  out 
of tim e . Th e  g raph ics  are  full 3D  and as  s uch , h ardw are  acce le ration is  
re q uire d for th is  g am e  to run prope rly. 

If you h ave  a lis t you w ould lik e  fe ature d h e re  (it can b e  a lis t of anyth ing; 
gam e s , apps , w h ate ve r you th ink ) th e n ple as e  e m ail your lis t (and s cre e ns h ots  
if pos s ib le ) to : m is c@ fullcircle m ag az ine .org

TO P5 LINUX GAM ES
W ritte n b y Je re m y LaCroix

http://www.planetpenguinracer.com
http://icculus.org/neverball/
mailto:misc@fullcirclemagazine.org
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HH OO WW   TTOO   CCOO NNTTRRIIBBUUTTEE
W e  are  alw ays  look ing for ne w  article s  to include  in full circle .

For article  guide line s , ide as , and for is s ue  trans lation, ple as e  s e e  our w ik i 
h ttp://w ik i.ub untu.com /Ub untuM ag az ine

Ple as e  e m ail your article s  to : article s @ fullcircle m ag az ine .org

Inform ation

Editor W e bm aste r Com m s M anage r
Ronnie  Tuck e r Rob  K e rfia Rob e rt Clips h am

M e eting D ate s

Contrib utors  M e e tings  -  June  9 th , 16th , 23rd &  30th  @  1600 UTC

Ne xt ge ne ral m e e ting (all w e lcom e ) -  June  16th  @  1700 UTC

M e e tings  tak e  place  in th e  IRC ch anne l: #fullcircle m agazine  on irc.fre e node .org or 
you can us e  our w e b  irc pag e  to vie w  th e  IRC ch anne l in your w e b  b row s e r.

D e adline  for issue  tw o is Sunday 17th  June

Proje cte d re le ase  date  for Issue  tw o is Friday 29 th  June

If you w ould lik e  to s ub m it ne w s, e m ail it to -  ne w s @ fullcircle m ag az ine .org
Se nd your com m e nts or Linux e xpe rie nce s  to -  le tte rs @ fullcircle m ag az ine .org
H ardw are /s oftw are  review s s h ould b e  s e nt to -  re vie w s @ fullcircle m ag az ine .org
Q ue stions for future  inte rvie w s  s h ould go to -  q ue s tions @ fullcircle m ag az ine .org
Lists and de s k top/pc ph otos  s h ould b e  e m aile d to -  m is c@ fullcircle m ag az ine .org

If you h ave  q ue s tions , you can vis it our forum  @  w w w .fullcircle m ag az ine .org

http://wiki.ubuntu.com/UbuntuMagazine
mailto:articles@fullcirclemagazine.org
http://www.fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:news@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:letters@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:reviews@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:questions@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:misc@fullcirclemagazine.org
http://irc.fullcirclemagazine.org/
mailto:ronnie@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:admin@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:mrmonday@fullcirclemagazine.org



